


\

Beulah - A Good Band is Easy To Kill 

(DVD, Music Video Distributors, Pop/rock)


This DVD was created to document the final tour of the band Beulah before they called it quits. The object of a good music DVD is to either entertain those who are already fans of the artist(s)...or to draw those in who aren't. We weren't familiar with Beulah prior to watching this disc. Afterwards well...we definitely ended up feeling like we want to hear more of their studio albums. Beulah was together for eight years and this DVD features songs from all phases of the band's career...performed in a wild variety of clubs in the United States and Canada. More than any other band, their music reminds us very much of the Young Fresh Fellows. Opening act John Vanderslice makes brief appearances here and there, making us wish that someone would produce a concert video of him in performance. Rather than being a mere concert feature, A Good Band is Easy To Kill is a tour movie...in which snippets of footage from virtually all aspects of touring are included. Whether this is a good thing or a bad thing depends on how you interpret it. If you've never toured with a small relatively unknown band then this may seem unique and novel. For those have have endured the torture of driving around playing in small clubs...well, at times this can be a depressing reminder of what it is really like. The best parts of this DVD are those in which the band happens to be "on"...playing for an excited and appreciative crowd. The downside is that the disc contains a lot of filler material of the band goofing around. Fortunately as the movie plays out more and more concert footage eventually fills the screen...making the last quarter of the movie the most rewarding part. Possibly the best segments of this disc are the bonus clips of the band performing seventeen (!) entire songs outside the context of the movie. This DVD requires a good bit of skipping around to get to the juicy spots, but if you don't mind hitting that fast forward and skip buttons a good bit...there are some really neat tidbits sprinkled in here... (Rating: 4++++)
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