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Comments: Return of the mad axe man, or maybe here is a live representation of where Michael Schenker was musically in 1997. And yes, then and now he still is the mad axe man!
Filmed in Toyko, March 19, 1997, we are presented with a visual document of the virtuoso guitarist in his finer moments. The footage was filmed for Michael Schenker’s The Michael Schenker Story Live CD and VHS package which marked the 25th anniversary of Schenker as a recording and touring artist back in ’97.
From his days in the Scorpions, years as a member of UFO, his super group ’80s project Contraband and the many years of fronting the infamous MSG, 30 tracks are culled from Michael’s extensive catalog of songs and presented in chronological order from track 1, “In Search of Peace of Mind” from the Scorpions to track 19, “Essence” from MSG Written in the Sand studio release. Tracks 20 through 30 lean heavily on MSG and UFO songs. 
Michael’s touring lineup included; David Van Landing (v), Barry Sparks (b), Seth Bernstein (g)(k), Shane Gaalaas (d)(g) and Leif Sundin (v) who handled the vocals on the songs off of Written In The Sand. The level of musicianship captured here is monumental. Dare we say, this was one of the best groups of musicians to support Schenker over the course of his career. 
Without going into great detail on the performance of the songs played, highlights include; “Essence,” “In Search of Piece of Mind,” “Into the Arena,” Love to Loved,” pretty much the whole damn DVD. Being a bit biased, this DVD will be a treasured highlight in anyone’s Schenker collection.
One major disappointment is that the concert was recorded with one camera. So you are constantly panned from one individual to another or you see a complete stage shot of all the band members. The quality of the video is surprisingly good but from a visual perspective it doesn’t come close to the Michael Schenker Live DVD which was released in 2004.
Fans of Michael Schenker have heard a multitude of live performances captured on CD, tape and LP formats over the years, it is nice that we know have video companions to go along with the treasured audio recordings. To hear the attributes that Michael brings to the world of guitar playing is magnified when we actually see him at work.
As a bonus, 10 video bootlegged songs are included from 2000 The Unforgiven World Tour in Japan. The quality of the video leaves much to be desired. But the audio doesn’t lie as Michael burns up the fret board on classic MSG and at the time, songs from The Unforgiven studio release. On tour with Michael for this tour was; Keith Slack (v), Shane Gaalaas (d), Barry Sparks (b) and Wayne Findley (k)(g).
Band Members:
1997 Tour
Micael Schenker (g)(v)
David Van Landing (v)
Barry Sparks (b)
Seth Bernstein (g)(k)
Shane Gaalaas (d)(g)
Leif Sundin (v)
2000 Tour 
Michael Schenker (g)(v)
Keith Slack (v)
Shane Gaalaas (d)
Barry Sparks (b)
Wayne Findley (k)(g).
Track Listing:
01. In the Search of the Peace of Mind (SCORPIONS)
02. Doctor Doctor (UFO)
03. Let it Roll (UFO)
04. Natural Thing (UFO)
05. Lights Out (UFO)
06. Only You Can Rock Me (UFO)
07. Another Piece of Meat (SCORPIONS)
08. Into the Arena (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
09. Are You Ready to Rock (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
10. Assault Attack (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
11. Captain Nemo (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
12. No Time for Losers (MCAULEY SCHENKER GROUP)
13. Save Yourself (MCAULEY SCHENKER GROUP)
14. All the Way from Memphis (CONTRABAND)
15. Pushed to the Limit (UFO)
16. Written in the Sand (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
17. Back to Life (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
18. Love Never Dies (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
19. Essence (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
20. Never Ending Nightmare (MCAULEY SCHENKER GROUP)
21. Bijou Pleasurette (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
22. Positive Forward (MICHAEL SCHENKER)
23. Lost Horizon (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
24. Too Hot to Handle (UFO)
25. Attack of the Mad Axeman (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
26. Love to Love (UFO)
27. On and On (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
28. Armed and Ready (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
29. Feels Like a Good Thing (MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP)
30. Rock Bottom (UFO)
Bonus Footage - "The Unforgiven World Tour", Japan 2000: 
01. Cry for the Nations
02. Let Sleeping Dogs Lie
03. Rock My Nights Away
04. 3 Fish Dancing
05. Pilot of Your Soul
06. In and Out of Time
07. The Mess I've Made
08. Hello Angel
09. Fat City
10. Looking for Love 

HRH Rating: 7/10
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