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MSG DVD chronicles Tokyo event
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"Live In Tokyo," The Michael Schenker Group (Music Video Distributors,

• HHH

Most of this July 12 DVD is a well-polished Tokyo performance, filmed 3/19/97, titled "The Michael Schenker Story Live;" and it captures highlights from the guitarist's career.

Metal heads and guitar junkies are familiar with Schenker's blazing, mostly melodic solos.

People old enough to remember the rowdy English band called UFO won't be surprised to hear that songs from that band rock more than the rest of the program.

Fortunately, Michael must also realize this, since the nine UFO numbers here comprise almost a third of the total.

Their placement is even more telling. After the ponderous opener, recorded with the Scorpions in Michael's teen years, the next five songs are from his first "real band," UFO. Other UFO numbers pop up every so often.

I remember thrilling to the set's finale, "Rock Bottom," in its original recorded form. The live shot isn't quite as powerful, but it still rocks (though not as much as the venerable "Doctor, Doctor").

Other fans may enjoy the tunes from MSG (a group with a fluid personnel lineup), Contraband (a credible version of "All The Way From Memphis") and a 10-song bonus performance recorded in 2000 with that year's MSG lineup. A bonus interview with Schenker reveals his thoughts on his career, with the trials and triumphs of UFO spotlighted.

Ask for this one at local outlets or shop online at www.dvdnote.com
http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/entertainment/12071269.htm

