


THE MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP ‘LIVE IN TOKYO 1997 DVD’ (METAL MIND PRODUCTIONS/MUSIC VIDEO DISTRIBUTORS)

There have been a lot of DVDs release of Mr. MICHAEL SCHENKER, but sadly all of them concern the last 10 years, in which he didn’t release a single decent album. Also the change of lead singer irritates, because the new singers are always weaker than ROBIN MCAULEY, with whom Michael recorded some great record during the later 1980s. I would have loved to see DVD releases from that period, or maybe from the early 80s MSG performances, because back then not only Michael’s singers and backing band were stunning, but also Michael himself played guitar like nobody else could. Anyway, back to 2005, because that it the year in which we can welcome this new MSG DVD, which contains 40 (!) live songs, recorded in Tokyo – 1997 and in Japan during a tour in 2000. Of course that is very impressive and it definitely makes it a worthy DVD to get, BUT it’s just a good performance from Michael, nothing too sensational, because we all know that he has been struggling with alcohol problems the past couple of years (resulting in not even playing on own CDs and average performances during concerts). Nevertheless, his Japanese performances broadcasted here are nice to watch, with a song collection that covers his entire career (SCORPIONS, UFO, MSG). Almost 4 hours of playing time is making this DVD therefore a must-have for any fan of MICHAEL SCHENKER, but just like other guitar heroes (read: MALMSTEEN) new material isn’t interesting and therefore the string of DVD releases containing concerts where mostly old material is played are being released constantly. Big difference with MALMSTEEN is that Schenker isn’t playing guitar as well as in the past, while MALMSTEEN is still a master on the guitar. But this DVD is still of course a must for the fans, because you don’t see that many DVDs nowadays with a playing time of 230 minutes on a single disc. Available through: http://www.musicvideodistributors.com 
(Points: 8.3 out of 10)
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