
 

> Daughter Of Keltoum  
> The Hills Have Eyes - 
Unrated (2006/Widescreen)  
> The Great Robot Race - The 
Darpa Grand Challenge (Nova) 
> Slings & Arrows - Season 1  
> Shark Attack! (Nova)  
> Petulia (DVD-Video + CD 
soundtrack double feature 
with Alice’s Adventures In 
Wonderland)  
> My Family & Other Animals 
(Masterpiece Theater)  
> Sergio Vieira de Mello: En 
Route To Baghdad  
> Night Watch 
(Russia/Fantasy-Horror)  
> Murder In Suburbia - Series 
1  
> Hollow City (First 
Run/Global Lens)  
> Jane Eyre 
(1973/BBC/Acorn)  
> The House Of Eliott - Series 
Three  
> Fly Girls (American 
Experience/WGBH)  
> Hetty Wainthropp 
Investigates - The Complete 
Fourth Series  
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God Save the Queen – 
A Punk Rock Anthology 
(DVD) 
  
Picture: D     Sound: D     
Extras: D     Film: D 
  
  
Honestly, God Save the 
Queen bewilders me.  To 
admit that an anthology of 
Punk which includes live clips 
and videos of bands which I 
hold dear, such as X-Ray 
Spex, Buzzcocks, Iggy & the 
Stooges, Johnny Thunders and 
The Dead Boys, has no redeeming value truly pains me.  How can it be?  
  
Here’s how: God Save the Queen provides not a shred of context nor 
betrays any evidence of forethought or care on the part of this DVD’s 
producers.  Simply put this is a hack job with one mercenary mission - to 
steal the money of the Punk fan.  
  
Look, if you’re going to title a DVD God Save the Queen there are 
certain expectations you had better live up to.  To invoke the Sex Pistols 
might suggest to the naïve that the Sex Pistols will be represented.  Alas, 
they are not. Nor are any of what we might consider A-list British punk 
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> Born In Flames (1983)  
> Rogers & Hammerstein’s 
South Pacific In Concert From 
Carnegie Hall 
(McEntire/Baldwin)  
> Brilliant But Cancelled - 
Crime Dramas  
> Captain Beefheart - Under 
Review  
> Alice - Television Favorites  
> The Smiths - Under Review  
> 16 Blocks (HD-DVD/DVD 
Combo Format)  
> Stephen Tobolowsky's 
Birthday Party (Comedy)  
> Lou Reed - Live At 
Montreux 2000  
> Time Tunnel – Volume 1 & 
2/The Complete Series  
> Dr. Katz, Professional 
Therapist - Season One  
> God Save The Queen – A 
Punk Rock Anthology (DVD)  
> The Velvet Underground – 
Under Review (Music 
Documentary)  
> Constantine (HD-DVD)  
> Dusty Springfield – Live At 
The Royal Albert Hall 1979 
(DTS)  

  

bands such as The Clash or The Damned a part of this project either.  But 
Vice Squad and Blitz somehow made the cut? 
  
And then there’s the inclusion of American acts such as The Stooges 
(represented with a clip from their recent reunion tour), Dead Boys, and 
Johnny Thunders (represented with a clip that un-seamlessly splices 
together a late ‘70s Heartbreakers show and a late ‘80s Thunders show).  
Rather than a clip of The Ramones we’re offered a very brief and very 
recent interview with Marky Ramone saying nothing of particular interest. 
  
Firstly, why are American bands even a part of this DVD considering its 
ur-British title?  Secondly, and this is a problem throughout, why include 
on a DVD that is clearly invoking Punk’s late ‘70s heyday clips that are as 
recent as a few years ago?  
  
The answer obviously is money.  These clips were cheaply had and it 
would have cost a bit to wrangle footage of The Clash or The Ramones 
from their respective record companies.  But certainly that’s no excuse for 
putting out such a shoddy, ill-conceived product as God Save the Queen.
  
I suggest this DVD be pulled from the marketplace, that the clips of 
American bands be excised, that all recent footage also be cut, 
supplement that with a few more clips of lesser known British Punk bands, 
re-title the package Germ Free Adolescents or Your Generation or after 
some other fine but not so well known song, and release the DVD like 
that.  I wouldn’t feel cheated by that particular product; in fact I’d 
welcome it with open arms, ears, and wallet. 
  
Until that DVD is released, though, please avoid God Save the Queen. 
  
  
-   Kristofer Collins 
  
  
Kristofer Collins is an editor at The New Yinzer and the owner of Desolation Row 
CDs in Pittsburgh, PA.  Visit Desolation Row at 
www.myspace.com/desolationrowcds for more. 
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