Quotes for Waking Up Dead
Everything you are force fed in the media about rock stars is mostly a load of crap, I set out to make a hard hitting, honest and uncensored film and I think I accomplished that.

Phil’s story isn’t unique, there are many stories like his out there, and the only difference is that I captured his on camera.

There were a lot of issues with getting this movie released. There were a lot of people who didn’t want to see this movie come out because it shatters the illusions that the media, bands and record labels put over on the fans.

I have been a heavy metal fan since I was 13, when I finally got an inside look, I was completely floored.  I realized that it wasn’t at all like I expected. Seeing your idols making no money, driving themselves in vans on tour and playing shitty clubs was quite disappointing.

Phil was incredibly brave and trustful to allow me to tell his story.  The only way this movie could have been done was with all access and no censoring.  I was not interested in doing a ‘Behind The Music’.  There was no point.

What is scary is the stuff that didn’t get shot because I didn’t have my camera handy.  The movie is pretty heavy as it is, but I witnessed other things that I think will stay with me forever.

I have hundreds of hours of tape that couldn’t be used due to legal clearance issues, which I think sucks for fans because there are some incredible performances of Phil playing live.  Despite his ‘story’, Phil is an incredible drummer and I wished the audience could have heard and seen those cuts.

This film took a huge emotional and financial toll on my family.  I almost lost everything trying to get it finished.  I walked away from a huge job at CBS and basically was broke for two years trying to complete it.  In the end I think it was worth it. 

What you see is the exact version of the film I wanted released although there is one section that I ultimately pulled out at the last minute due to personal reasons.  This particular ‘scene’ was only screened by a handful or people and if it were released it would end some careers for sure.  

Demolition Records allowed me to have final cut and didn’t request a single change.  You have to admire that; they have been incredibly supportive and genuinely excited about this movie.  More studios and labels should have the balls that they showed.

No one wanted to touch this movie.  There were other deals early ion the table that required extensive re-editing and censorship, of course I said no.  Phil and I both would have shelved this unless it was released in its entirety.  We kept hearing over and over, “We love the film, but we can’t be associated with it the way it is, you need to cut some scenes out” which is chicken shit!  Demolition Records stepped up to the plate and got behind it full bore.  

I didn’t want to make any ordinary documentary.  I think most of them are flat and boring and carry the stigma of being called “documentary”.  I wanted to break the rules and make something that stood out visually and emotionally.

My goal was to deliver a film that would be memorable, edgy and honest.  I was sick and tired of seeing the same bullshit on TV and in magazines about how awesome everything and every band was…I mean come on, that isn’t real life? Is it?

What is sad to me as a fan is the amount of ego that is in the music industry.  If you look at every great band that has broken up, the underlying reason is usually ego.  Egos destroy careers and the fans ultimately suffer for it.

