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February 4, 2004

	>> Reviews - DVD/Video

	The Cramps: Live at Napa State Mental Hospital

Music Video

DVD

Maybe it’s the snarling vocals, maybe it’s the feedback, maybe it’s the raw, DIY energy… who’s to say? Regardless, the very real emotional connection of punk music somehow seems the most feral and primal of almost all musical genres, and The Cramps: Live at Napa State Mental Hospital is certainly prime evidence of that. In the sweaty summer of 1978, the Cramps played a free show (naturally) for patients at the California State Mental Hospital in Napa Valley. At the peak of their collective thrall, having just finished recording Gravest Hits, the group pummels through “Human Fly,” “Domino,” “Mystery Plane,” “Garbage Man,” “The Way I Walk” and more to the enthusiastic reception of dancing audience members. At just under an hour in length and pretty shoddy in terms of technical quality (it even boasts a sticker warning as much, since this isn’t exactly the type of footage that can be brushed up, even by the most skilled knob twirler), this disc certainly isn’t for everyone — only hardcore enthusiasts need apply. (James Stanton)
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