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March 17-24, 2004
The Cramps, Live at Napa State Mental Hospital (Target Video) 
This newly released DVD brings fresh meaning to the old adage about the inmates running the asylum. In June 1978, the New York psychobilly band the Cramps--whose music was once described in Trouser Press as "a uniquely weird pastiche of rock 'n' roll, psychedelia and a monster-movie/ junk-food/swamp-creature aesthetic"--played to a room full of patients at the Napa State Mental Institute San Francisco-based director Joe Rees of Target Video was there with an early hand-held Sony video camera to capture this truly strange event in all its grainy, sometimes out-of-focus, black-and-white splendor. 
"Somebody told me you guys were crazy," lead singer Lux Interior tells the audience at one point, "but I'm not sure about that." Sure enough, it's often hard to distinguish the performers from the patients as enthusiastic fans grab the mic or saunter zombielike across the makeshift stage and perform their own medicated-minstrel show. The DVD also features clips from other Target releases showing such early punkers as MDC (Millions of Dead Cops), Flipper, Crucifix, Throbbing Gristle and an amazing performance of the band Crime dressed as cops and playing for inmates at San Quentin State Penitentiary. 
--G.C. 
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