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Less overtly punk in the music but equally so in imagination and ethos are The Cramps, whose “Live at Napa State Mental Hospital” also gets reissued on DVD. Also from 1978, it was shot on handhelds, in a backdrop (or should I say foreground) of wandering and confused fmental patients, a crudely shot and low budget affair that echoes the trashabilly of their music. Singer.Lux Interior is a far less polished front man than either Stiv or Tomata, spastically thrashing or staggering about, but how can he be expected to keep it together? The crazies keep grabbing his mike and screaming, or keep grabbing him and screaming. The real treat, however, is seeing Bryan Gregory, the goth prototype standing cool thru all the madness with his flying V. Worth watching.
- Henry Yu

