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THE CRAMPS - Live at Napa State Mental Hospital DVD (Music Video Distributors) This DVD is insanity. Ooh... can I say that when talking about mental patients? Well, I think I just did. Filmed in June of 1978 at a free show at the Napa State Mental Institute, playing with The Mutants. I'm surprised with The Cramps lyrical content they'd be allowed in such a facility, almost as much at how surprised I am they didn't keep 'em locked up once inside. The video is grainy and shaky, the vocals are at times too loud, and can peak the speakers, but this was one hell of a punk rock spectacle. A short, eight song set which includes many old Cramps favorites like "Human Fly", "What's Behind the Mask" and "TV Set". Almost from the beginning the crowd becomes one with the performers and take equal command over the stage. They sing along without knowing a word. They clap. They do a ho-down. Mixed nuts, all fun. This DVD also has some great extras to boot. They include concert shots and live songs by Flipper, Crucifix, Toxic Reasons, M.D.C., Throbbing Gristle (lets see the release of some more Target and MVD!), Crime (playing live in a prison to hundreds of inmates), a Survival Research Labs performance and two live pieces by percussion artist Z'EV - all filmed '84 or before. My only complaint about this release is that where is The Mutant footage? Well, it's all good enough for me. I'm just happy to be out in the free world again, and they even gave me my shoelaces back. (Mar 30, 2004)
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