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The Story of The Blues (Quantum Leap)may be the most offbeat blues documentary yet. Produced and directed in 2003 by Jordi Vall Escriu (a European for whom I could not locate any information), this 1 ¾ hour documentary was shot on video and edited on a computer. Narrated in English by Sterling Wilson, it attempts to provide a history of the blues going back to the Civil War. Literally thousands of still photos and silent film clips are shown with only recordings (Broonzy, Johnson, Memphis Minnie) supporting the narration. There is no actual sound performance footage included. The special video effects that Escriu uses are definitely creative though they often look like the psychedelic slide shows of the 1960s and sometimes are a bit “over the top”. The sound transfers for the records (said to be from the Director’s collection) are superb. And, with lots of time devoted to both Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington, there’s nearly as much jazz as blues covered here. Nicely done biographies are included in the supplemental material. Collectors may cringe when the narrator says: “Shortly before the gramophone was introduced, Black jazz bands began making records”, but the quality of the production is high and you’ll probably never see a Blues documentary like this elsewhere! 

