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Public Enemy - It Takes a Nation, The First London Invasion DVD
Public Enemy's first visit to England in 1987 made international headlines and showed that the blazing, vocally striking raps of Chuck D had enjoyed impact on the other side of the ocean. It Takes A Nation: The First London Invasion Tour 1987 (MVD) offers a 60-minute slice of that amazing event, featuring 10 incendiary performances plus a bonus audio CD with some rare remixes of vintage PE tunes, a clip from a 2003 performance in Australia, a host of great photos and some frank, sometimes acerbic commentary from Chuck D. The audience response during the performances of "Bring The Noise," "Miuzi Weighs A Ton," and "Timebomb" indicate the impact the group had on English audiences. The collection was recorded over three days of concerts, and it also reveals again the chemistry between Chuck and Flavor Flav, as well as the importance of Professor Griff to the group's music during that period. This is essential viewing for the hip-hop faithful, but also very gripping and interesting for anyone curious about why Public Enemy's appeal extends even to those with little or no use for much contemporary rap.
· Ron Wynn

