Movie City News

	Rockers: 25th Anniversary Edition
As MVD's Rockers: 25th Anniversary Edition so wonderfully demonstrates, Ted Bafaloukos' exhilarating portrait of reggae music and its place in Jamaican shantytown culture has aged extremely well over the last quarter-century. In it, reggae musicians Leroy "Horsemouth" Wallace and Richard "Dirty Harry" Hall played Rastafarian Robin Hoods, who turn the tables on mafia rude boys running roughshod over the local dreads. Back then, if it weren't for all the great music and cast of real-life rastas -- all of whom deliver their lines in nearly indecipherable patois (blessedly subtitled) -- Rockers might have disappeared in the wake left behind by such so-called blaxploitation crime classics as Superfly, Shaft and The Mac. Like The Harder They Come, however, it vibrates with the rhythms of Jamaica and characters (including star recording artists) who couldn't be more fascinating. The soundtrack includes music by Peter Tosh, Robbie Shakespeare, Burning Spear, Gregory Isaacs, Jacob Miler & Inner Circle, Bunny Wailer, Kiddus I and Wallace and Hall's group, the Abyssinians. There are lots of extras in this anniversary edition, including a reggae glossary (you'll need it). -- Gary Dretzka 
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