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“Rockers: 25th Anniversary Edition” DVD (Music Video Distributors) 

A musical film about a reggae drummer in Jamaica who has his motorbike stolen by thugs, “Rockers” is essentially a late-’70s cultural artifact of Jamaican life filmed in gorgeous, deep-colored hues and buoyed by a crucial soundtrack of reggae classics.

It’s a modern-day Robin Hood story set in Third World Kingston, with English subtitles to navigate the heavy Rasta-patois dialogue of its everyday stars, including the golden reggae voices of Gregory Isaacs and Burning Spear (Winston Rodney).

Protagonist Leroy “Horsemouth” Wallace (playing himself) is a happy-go-lucky Rasta whose travails with greed and thievery illustrate some of the pitfalls of living in an economically depressed area as an oppressed member of society. But what makes the film stand apart is director Ted Bafaloukos’ honest and colorful immersion in a culture based on spirituality and music, including spontaneous, viewer-directed sermons on righteousness, as well as memorable scenes like the river baptism, which features some of the most joyous religious music you’re likely to hear in a movie.

This 25th anniversary version is the best yet, offering better picture, a fully restored soundtrack and insightful commentary about the making of this cult classic. **** 
— Brent Baldwin
