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DJ Craze: Live in Puerto Rico and Style Wars: Special Edition
“I don’t give a fuck what you like, hip-hop or drum & bass, to me it’s all the same shit, street music.” Welcome to the world of renowned Miami-based DJ Craze, whose voice-over introduction to the mix DVD DJ Craze: Live in Puerto Rico lets the uninitiated off the hook: Don’t know what drum & bass sounds like? Now you can fake it with attitude. The rest of the disc, however, raises a different thorny question: What does street music look like? On its surface, DJ Craze plays as a compilation of music videos designed around a pumping live set at the Gallery Café in San Juan, Puerto Rico. There’s an almost home-movie vibe to the videos. Across 21 tracks, views of the sweaty club, San Juan tourist sites, sunny island beaches and barrio life (salsa dancing, cockfights) are cut in time to Craze’s fast breaks and fat beats with a barrage of slow- and fast-motion sequences, split screens, superimposed animations and various digital manipulations. A lot of keen-ass shit pops off the screen — with a few passages of dead air — but the sheer profusion of effects suggests an effort to discover turntablism’s visual equivalent. Of course, the visual aesthetics of hip-hop go way back, and their roots, in large part, are explored in Style Wars, director Tony Silver’s near-legendary documentary of New York graffiti artists circa 1982. Silver tours the subway yards and tenement homes of his subjects, including Seen TC5, Skeme, Min One, Blade, Shy 147, all now-mythic figures who launched a global phenomenon. Their ongoing impact can be seen throughout the DJ Craze disc, with its footage of San Juan’s own fucked-up burners and pieces. Long unavailable on home video, Style Wars arrives on DVD as a two-disc special edition complete with outtakes, graf gallery and a selection of recent, where-are-they-now interviews.
—Paul Malcolm
  

Other recommended new releases: The Believer (VHS-DVD), Kandahar (VHS-DVD).
Also released this week:
VHS-DVD: Batman the Animated Series: Tales of the Dark Knight, CBGB: Punk From the Bowery, Darkness Falls, Ignition, Justice League: Justice on Trial, Necropolis Awakened, Real Women Have Curves, Rip It Off, Smokers Only, Snapshots, X-Men: Evolution — Mutants Rising.
DVD: Benny Hill’s World Tour: New York, Broadway Melody of 1940, Captain Beefheart: Some Yoyo Stuff, Chinese Chocolate, Destiny of a Man, High Society, Immediate Family, Kiss Me Kate, Les Girls, Mad About You: The Complete Second Season, Meat Puppets: Alive in the Nineties, Once a Thief, Operation “Y” & Other Shurik’s Adventures, Silk Stockings, To’: Day of Days

http://www.laweekly.com/calendar/picks/index.php#video

