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My Life With Morrissey
High on Film Threat’s first annual Top 10 films-without-distribution list, writer-director Andrew Overtoom’s feature debut plumbs the depths of fandom’s dark side with a bona fide punk aesthetic that hearkens back to indie cinema’s DIY roots. At the center of My Life With Morrissey (DVD), Jackie (Jackie Buscarino), an office assistant with a disarmingly cheery demeanor, privately nurtures an all-consuming obsession with former Smiths front man Morrissey. From her lairlike apartment, a veritable shrine to her Adonis of gloom, Jackie indulges in erotic fantasies (assisted by a life-size inflatable doll with Morrissey mask) while formulating plans to commune with her idol in real life. She meets any evidence that might upset this fragile fantasy life — Morrissey’s ambiguous sexuality, for instance — with increasing violence. After Jackie actually meets her idol (played by a look-alike), the brief encounter pushes her over the edge. Overtoom, however, hasn’t made a stalker’s cautionary tale. An animation director on SpongeBob SquarePants, Overtoom encourages cartoonish performances from his ever-startled-looking supporting players, while he surrounds Jackie with garish colors and trashy rock ephemera to mirror her wildly unstable delusions. When a co-worker appears to question Morrissey’s hetero credentials, Jackie produces a spent condom as evidence of their intimacy. “Morrissey’s been in this,” she screeches violently, to which her terrified colleague can only sputter, “I was going to say, ‘Isn’t he British?’” It sounds stanky, but there’s an undeniable sweetness running through Overtoom’s satire. Jackie may be nuts, but at least she has a dream.
—Paul Malcolm
http://www.laweekly.com/calendar/picks/index.php#video

