
El Bicho's Hive

 

BlogThis!

El Bicho's Hive
 

 

Mucho Bicho
❍     Current Post 

❍     El Bicho's DVD Collection 
❍     Email El Bicho 

❍     Syndicate this site 

❍      
❍      

❍      

❍      

❍      

http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html (1 of 13)8/25/2005 7:17:03 AM

http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.blogger.com/
javascript:toggleFlag();
http://www.blogger.com/redirect/next_blog.pyra?navBar=true
javascript:BlogThis();
http://babelfish.altavista.com/
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr?doit=done&url=http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html&lp=en_zh
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr?doit=done&url=http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html&lp=en_de
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr?doit=done&url=http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html&lp=en_ja
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr?doit=done&url=http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html&lp=en_ko
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr?doit=done&url=http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html&lp=en_fr
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr?doit=done&url=http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html&lp=en_it
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr?doit=done&url=http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html&lp=en_pt
http://babelfish.altavista.com/babelfish/tr?doit=done&url=http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html&lp=en_es
http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/
http://www.dvdprofiler.com/mycollection.asp?alias=ElBicho
mailto:bicho@maskedmoviesnobs.com
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ElBichosHive
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ElBichosHive
http://feeds.feedburner.com/ElBichosHive
http://my.msn.com/addtomymsn.armx?id=rss&ut=http://feeds.feedburner.com/ElBichosHive&tt=CENTRALDIRECTORY&ru=http://rss.msn.com'
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://feeds.feedburner.com/ElBichosHive
http://www.newsgator.com/ngs/subscriber/subext.aspx?url=http://feeds.feedburner.com/ElBichosHive
http://s1.amazon.com/exec/varzea/subst/fx/help/how-we-know.html
http://s1.amazon.com/exec/varzea/pay/TQ7993A8SJMGH
http://help.blogger.com/bin/answer.py?answer=1200


El Bicho's Hive

The Masked Movie Snobs
■     The Masked Movie Snobs Home 

■     mujer del misterio's reviews 
■     The Review According to Mil 

■     Reviews From Hell 
■     Reviews of Splendor 

■     Sombrero Grande's Movie Mesa 
■     The Masked Movie Snobs Store 

At a Theatre Near You
■     Cinderella Man 

■     Kingdom of Heaven 
■     Murderball 

■     Saving Face 
■     SW: Revenge of the Sith 

■     The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill 

Search Now: 

  

On Home Video

#
■     7th Street 

A
■     About Schmidt 

■     The Agronomist 
■     Alien vs. Predator 

■     American Jobs 
■     American Splendor 
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El Bicho's Hive

■     Anna Karenina(1935) 
■     The Aviator 

B
■     Barefoot in the Park 

■     Bob Dylan World Tours 1966-1974... 
■     The Bob Newhart Show: Season 1 

■     NEW: Bodysong 
■     Breakfast with Hunter 

■     Brothers In Arms(2004) 
■     Bubba Ho-tep 

■     Bush Family Fortunes 
■     Bush's Brain 

C
■     Cabin Fever 

■     Casa De Los Babys 
■     Casino 

■     Casque d'or 
■     City of God 

■     Code 46 
■     Collateral 

■     Constantine 
■     Crazed Fruit 

D
■     Daredevil 

■     The Day After Tomorrow 
■     Deserted Station 

■     Diabolique(1955) 
■     Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story 

■     Dragnet 1967: S1 
■     Dust to Glory 

E
■     Elvis By The Presleys 

■     Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind 
■     Eyes Without A Face(1959) 

F
■     Fahrenheit 9/11 

■     The Fog of War 
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El Bicho's Hive

■     For The Moment 
■     Freaky Friday(2003) 

G
■     The Gatekeeper 

■     Goodbye, Lenin! 
■     The Gospel of John 

■     Greendale 

H
■     Harold and Kumar go to White Castle 

■     Harry Potter and The Prisoner of Azkaban 
■     A High Wind in Jamaica 

■     Hollywood Homicide 
■     A Home at the End of the World 

■     The Hours 
■     House of Flying Daggers 

■     How Arnold Won The West 
■     Howard Zinn-You Can't Be Neutral On A Moving Train 

I
■     I, Robot 
■     Identity 

■     In Cold Blood(1967) 
■     In This World 

J
■     Japanese Story 

■     Jaws (30th Anniversary) 
■     The Jerk (26th Anniversary) 

K
■     Kill Bill Volume 1 
■     Kill Bill Volume 2 

■     Kinsey 
■     Kung Fu Hustle 

L
■     La Cage Aux Folles 

■     La Petite Lili 
■     Layer Cake 

■     The Life Aquatic With Steve Zissou 
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El Bicho's Hive

■     Lost in Translation 
■     The Lost Skeleton of Cadavra 

■     Love Actually 
■     Love is a Many-Splendored Thing 

M
■     M(1931) 

■     Master and Commander 
■     Matchstick Men 

■     The Merchant of Venice(2004) 
■     Metallica: Some Kind Of Monster 

■     Million Dollar Baby 
■     Monsieur N. 
■     Mystic River 

N
■     Northern Exposure: S3 

■     Northfork 

O
■     Ocean's Twelve 

■     Open Water 
■     Outfoxed 

P
■     The Party's Over 

■     The Passion of The Christ 
■     Peter Pan (2003) 

■     Pirates of Tortuga 
■     Predator (1987) 

■     Pretty Woman (1990) 
■     Pure 

Q
■     Quincy, M.E.: S1 & 2 

R
■     Ray 

■     The Reckoning 
■     The Return of the King (2003) 

■     Returner 
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El Bicho's Hive

S
■     The Saddest Music in the World 

■     Senso 
■     Shaun Of The Dead 

■     The Shop Around the Corner 
■     Sideways 

■     Sin City 
■     Coming 9/20: Silent Waters 

■     Something's Gotta Give 
■     Spellbound(2002) 

■     Spider-Man 2 
■     Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter…and Spring 

■     Star Trek: Nemesis 
■     Steamboy 

■     Super Size Me 
■     The Sword of Doom 

T
■     Taxi(2004) 

■     Tell Them Who You Are 
■     Touching the Void 

■     The Triplets of Belleville 
■     Troy 

■     Twilight Samurai 

U
■     Undertow(2004) 

■     Unfaithfully Yours(1948) 
■     Untold Scandal 

V
■     Versus(2000) 

■     The Village 

W
■     What the #$*! Do We Know!? 

■     When Will I Be Loved 
■     Winged Migration 

X
■     X-Men 2: X-Men United 
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El Bicho's Hive

Y
■     Young Adam 

Z
■     Zhou Yu’s Train 

The Buzz
■     Fear and Loathing at the Kodak Theatre 

■     Empire's Worst Best Picture 
■     Top 5 Former OC Movie Theaters 

■     Janet, Miss Jackson if she's nasty 
■     MPAA Threatens Retaliation Over One-Peso Tax 

The Masked Music Snob

Artists: A to C
■     Cannonball Adderley with Milt Jackson-Things Are Getting 

Better 
■     Gene Autry-The Essential 

■     Tony Bennett-Sings the Rodgers and Hart Songbook 
■     Art Blakey & The Jazz Messengers-Caravan 

■     The Blue Van-The Art of Rolling 
■     Bluerunners-Honey Slides 

■     The Bravery-The Bravery 
■     Solomon Burke-Make Do With What You Got 

■     Ray Charles-Genius Loves Company 
■     Crosby, Stills & Nash-Greatest Hits 

■     The Cure-Three Imaginary Boys-Expanded 
■     The Cure-Seventeen Seconds-Expanded 

Artists: D to H
■     Danzig-Circle of Snakes 

■     Joey DeFrancesco w/Jimmy Smith-Legacy 
■     The Eagles-Farewell I Tour 

■     Entrance-Wandering Stranger 
■     Bill Evans Trio-Explorations 

■     The Flaming Lips-Late Night Tales 
■     Foo Fighters-In Your Honor 

■     Peter Gabriel-Play: The Videos 
■     Stan Getz/Cal Tjader Sextet 

■     Gomez-Split The Difference 
■     Vince Guaraldi Trio-A Boy Named Charlie Brown 
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El Bicho's Hive

■     Dan Hicks & the Hot Licks-Selected Shorts 

Artists: I to M
■     Jack Irons-Attention Dimension 

■     Milt Jackson-The Best of 
■     Milt Jackson/Wes Montgomery-Bags Meets Wes! 

■     Kings of Leon-Aha Shake Heartbreak 
■     Jerry Lee Lewis-Orby Records Spotlights 

■     The Alan Lomax Collection-Italian Treasury 
■     Henry Mancini-Ultimate Mancini 

■     Branford Marsalis Quartet-Eternal 
■     Branford Marsalis Quartet-A Love Supreme Live 

■     Jimbo Mathus-Knockdown South 
■     Katie Melua-Call Off The Search 

■     Modern Jazz Quartet-Django 
■     Thelonious Monk-Monk’s Music 

■     Wes Montgomery-The Best of 
■     Gerry Mulligan/Thelonius Monk-Mulligan Meets Monk 

■     The Music-Welcome To The North 

Artists: N to S
■     The Partridge Family-Come On Get Happy! 

■     Particle-Launchpad 
■     Madeleine Peyroux-Careless Love 

■     The Raveonettes-Pretty in Black 
■     Sonny Rollins-The Sound of Sonny 

■     Angel Romero, Virtuoso 
■     The Silos-When The Telephone Rings 

■     Mem Shannon-I'm From Phunkville 
■     Michelle Shocked-Threesome 
■     Stray Cats-Rumble in Brixton 

■     System of a Down-Mezmerize 

Artists: T to Z
■     Tangerine Dream-Live in America/1992 

■     The Thrills-Let's Bottle Bohemia 
■     Tiesto-In Concert 2 

■     Travis-Singles 
■     Two Cow Garage-The Wall Against Our Back 

■     Ike & Tina Turner-Live in '71 
■     U2-How To Dismantle An Atomic Bomb 

■     Umphrey's McGee-Anchor Drops 
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■     Various Artists-Live Aid 
■     Various Artists-Sing A Song With Six Strings 

■     Various Artists-Sounds Eclectic 3 
■     Patricia Vonne-Guitars and Castanets 

■     Frank Yankovic-The Best of 
■     Yonder Mountain String Band-Mountain Tracks:Volume 3 

Concerts
■     Danzig-03/15/2005 
■     Gomez-01/17/2005 

■     Ted Leo + Pharmacists-02/18/2005 
■     Peter Murphy-05/28/2005 

■     The Music/Kasabian-03/12/2005 
■     Particle-10/02/2004 

■     Rooney/The Redwalls/Everybody Else-04/16/2005 
■     Umphrey's McGee-10/21/2004 
■     Umphrey's McGee-05/05/2005 

The Masked Book Snob
■     Lemony Snicket's A Series of Unfortunate Events: Books 

1-3 
■     Mirrormask: The Illustrated Film Script 

Links & Affliations

■     . 

■      

■      

■      
■     

■      
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■      
■     

■      

■      

■      

■      

■      
■     Bangin' Banana 

■     Cinema Eye 
■     The Criterion Collection 

■     Film Radar 
■     Free-MovieDownloads.net 

■     Frey and Scuz Movie Reviews 
■     Internet Movie Script Database 

■     MicrocinemaScene 
■     MicroCinema Magazine 

■     Motime Like The Present 

A Collection of Reviews Covering the Worlds of Art and Entertainment alongside 
other Snobbish Ramblings.

Monday, August 22, 2005
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BODYSONG

Written and directed by Simon Pummell

Bodysong is not a film to be passively watched, but is instead a 
piece of art that tries to actively engage. The director wants the 
audience to be mindful of the images on screen in the hopes that 
each viewer will create an individual and unique experience as he 
reflects on the film, which tells the story of a human being’s life by 
breaking it down into six basic elements: birth, growth, sex, 
violence, death, and dreams. These key points show the universality 
of life regardless of nationality, ethnicity or creed.

The film is a celluloid collage edited together from archival films that 
have been recorded all over the world since the medium was 
invented. The picture quality of the images isn’t always great, which 
is understandable considering the age of some of the footage. Most 
of the subjects are anonymous participants, but the film also uses 
iconic images. We see Josephine Baker dance, Jackson Pollack paint 
and Helen Keller speak. There’s famous news footage, such as the 
Vietcong officer who was shot in the head by General Loan in the 
middle of a Saigon street during the Vietnam War and the Chinese 
man holding the white flag in Tiananmen Square, attempting to 
block a tank. The stories about every shot can be learned through 
the website that was created in conjunction with the film. 

Bodysong starts at the cellular level. We see the building blocks of 
life as they work their way from egg to child. Women from different 
cultures give birth in different settings, such as hospitals, homes and 
even in pools of water. This segment goes on way too long as the 
events and visuals are repeated over and over. The ideas were 
conveyed rather quickly, so the repetition became relentless and I 
found myself losing interest.
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Children grow into young adults. They get involved in courtships that 
are consummated. This segment included pornographic images of 
intercourse and oral sex. I was startled, yet not offended. At first, I 
found them gratuitous. They seemed to call attention to themselves 
and I was taken out of the moment. Thinking about the film days 
later, I realized that it was not the presentation of the images, but 
my reaction to them that caused my disconnection. Images of sexual 
acts certainly belong in a segment about sex. They were presented 
very matter-of-factly and not in a salaciousness manner. No more 
time was given to the sexual scenes than to any other events that 
comprise a person’s life, so any issues I had were my own. 

The violence segment starts with individuals fist-fighting and moves 
on to large-scale riots. Illness and death are explored with sick, old 
people appearing on a split-screen with microscopic views of 
different germs and viruses. After death, there appears to be a 
rebirth and we witness a conglomeration of scenes. We see body 
modification, religious images and fire. There is art in the forms of 
dance and painting that then segues into symbols and 
communication. We finally hear people speaking, usually with 
difficulty as they are learning to talk. People stage protests for civil 
rights and other battles against authority. The film ends back at the 
beginning with images from the cellular level.

I appreciate the effort and ideas behind the film, but the project 
comes up short for me. It was interesting, and there were some 
good moments, but I was puzzled by the structure. I couldn’t figure 
out what was taking place after the death segment. At the end of the 
film, I saw that the segment represented dreams, but I didn’t 
understand how because the sequences in the dreams segment are 
things that take place on this plane of existence, art and protests, 
things that are thought about and acted upon. Those aren’t spiritual 
or afterlife dreams, but instead stem from a person’s imagination. 
Dreams are subconscious ramblings of the mind with logic all its own 
that take place all through life, so why place it after death?

Other than the dreams section, this could have been the story of any 
creature’s life: birth, growth, sex, violence, death are things all living 
things share, and the dreams could be as well. Just because we 
aren’t aware that other life forms have dreams doesn’t mean they 
don’t exist. I find the decision to focus on humans interesting 
because the project’s purpose seems to illustrate the universality of 
the human experience, yet the experience of life itself doesn’t seem 
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to be any different other than our own awareness of it. 

An amazing soundtrack created by Radiohead’s Jonny Greenwood 
accompanies the film. He does a masterful job capturing the mood of 
the segments. The film begins, like all life, with conception and birth, 
and the score for this segment brings to mind a science fiction film 
and explorations of new worlds. The sex sequence is paired with free 
jazz; the frenzied sounds matching the carnal lust on display. A 
pounding percussion plays as the violence segment focuses on war. 
The soundtrack is available for purchase and can be sampled at the 
Bodysong website. Radiohead fans will enjoy it.

The extras include other short films by Pummel, a commentary track 
that appears sporadically and deals more with Greenwood’s music 
and only briefly touches on Pummel’s work. There’s no in-depth 
explanation given to the choices made in the visuals. There are some 
video interview clips where Pummel talks about the film, its creation 
and the web interactivity.

Some will definitely find Bodysong pretentious and boring, but for 
those who enjoy thinking as a form of entertainment, it might be 
worth your time. I liked the experience overall even though I wasn’t 
completely satisfied with it, and I couldn’t sit through it again 
without taking something of a psychoactive nature to assist my 
meditation. 

Posted by: El Bicho / 4:55 PM (0) comments

        

http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005_08_22_elbichoshive_archive.html (13 of 13)8/25/2005 7:17:03 AM

http://www.channel4.com/culture/microsites/B/bodysong/
http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005/08/bodysong-written-and-directed-by-simon.html
http://elbichoshive.blogspot.com/2005/08/bodysong-written-and-directed-by-simon.html
http://www.google.com/
http://www.blogger.com/

	blogspot.com
	El Bicho's Hive


	NENJPDBFCNILAJKBJLFCMOEDNDPGKCIM: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: UTF-8
	f3: elbichoshive.blogspot.com

	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: blended
	f3: elbichoshive-20

	f4: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: pub-3306738345462891
	f5: 1
	f6: ISO-8859-1
	f7: ISO-8859-1
	f8: GALT:#0066CC;GL:1;DIV:#999999;VLC:336633;AH:center;BGC:FFFFFF;LBGC:FF9900;ALC:0066CC;LC:0066CC;T:000000;GFNT:666666;GIMP:666666;FORID:1;
	f9: en

	f2: Search
	f3: 




