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Basho Music 
 
Rare 1968 film stars Paul Jones’ malevolent hitchhiker.  Arthur Brown 
cameos, soundtrack by Pink Floyd. 
 
Sounds like the kind of hoax rare video sellers make up and list for sale to 
amuse themselves.  Yet this slightly less than an hour-long impenetrably 
surreal black-and-white film really was made, and in its most infamous scene, 
Jones really does decapitate (and reattach) the head of the bore who gives 
him a lift.  That’s the main action here, for the film is mostly a talky, tense, and 
artfully shot look at a man nudged back into line by a benignly Orwellian 
“committee” during a weekend retreat in the country.  The rather heavy, 
ponderous ambience is long on dialogue, with both answerless philosophical 
discussions and briefer non sequiter quips.  It’s given a lift, though, by the 
electrifyingly off-the-wall insertion of a fire-helmeted Arthur Brown performing 
Nightmare at a party scene, as well as spooky incidental sound-track music 
(never issued on record) by the just-post Syd Barrett Pink Floyd.  Lengthy 
interviews with director Peter Sykes and producer-writer Max Steuer are 
illuminating DVD extras. 
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