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Lach
The Calm Before 
By Lucie Davies

A cursory glance over the press release for Brooklyn folk-punk hero Lach’s latest is a
helpful suggestion of what’s to come. Dropping the rambling, flowery bio in favour of
cut and pasted press quotes, bullet points and text boxes, it assaults the eyes with a
riot of information that’s reminiscent of the black and white xeroxed flyers Lach started
out promoting his ground-breaking sound with back in the ’80s. So it’s no surprise that
The Calm Before is as far from what that title suggests as possible. Proffering a collage
of ironic protest, subverted love and well-observed situational comedy songs, New
York’s enigmatic institution loses none of his trademark wit on his fifth LP. Like 2004’s
Today, electric guitars are eschewed in favour of acoustic ones, which collide with
punk-ish sax, sweet harmonies and Lach’s Dylan-ish croak on catchy little numbers
whose jauntiness belie their political bent. Anyone who wants to find out what anti-folk
was up to before a bunch of young wannabes (Beck, Regina Spektor, Jeffrey Lewis,
Moldy Peaches, to name a few) melted it down and made it into something new, should
study this record carefully. Everyone else: batten down the hatches, sit back, relax and
enjoy the storm. (Fortified)
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Portishead - Third 
Highly anticipated and 11
years in the making, the 
aptly titled Third is a 
beautiful and 
accomplished album 
either compared to its 
predecessors or taken on 
its own. Beth Gibbons, all 
wild-eyed and dramatic on Portishead, is nicely 
restrained here, with those 11 years bringing a calm 
an ...Read More

Lykke Li - Little Bit EP 
The last year has seen
Lykke Li’s stock rise from
anonymity to blog
darling, and with her
forthcoming debut album,
Youth Novels, possibly
even find Peter Bjorn &
John-like fame. That
would be most fitting considering that band’s Björn
Yttling is on board with the Stockholm girl as
co-producer ...Read More
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HalfLife 
Luke Boyd, aka
Classified, started
stamping the words
HalfLife on his albums in
high school, well before
he was nationally known
and before the record
label was formally
incorporated into a company. While his career as an
MC has grown at a steady pace, his label is still only
a two-man operation run out of his house in Enfield,
Nova Scotia and one other residence. While he has
entertained thoughts in the past of making his home
base Toronto, New York or L.A., he is very
comfortable at home in Canada’s Ocean Playground
trying to find a balance between forging ahead with
his career and bolstering his label.... Read More

Dizzee Rascal / El-P/ Aaron La Crate - Capital 
Music Hall, Ottawa ON May 12 
Mere weeks after Buck 65
and Cadence Weapon hit
Ottawa’s Bronson Centre,
the capital was treated to
another high profile split
headline show as Dizzee
Rascal teamed with
Definitive Jux
label-mate/boss El-P for a Monday night visit.
Unfortunately, L.A. rapper Busdriver skipped the
Ottawa date, leavin... Full Review
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We Got It 4 Free - How Hip-hop's Mixtape Culture 
Is Changing the Game 
Kardinal Offishall is a
busy man these days. His
latest single “Dangerous,”
featuring R&B superstar
Akon is poised to be the
biggest song of the
Toronto-based MC’s
career to date,
kick-starting his latest major label release, Not 4 
Sale. But Kardinal also has another release lined up.
It’s a ... Read More
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