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By: John B. Moore

X-Ray Spex

Live at the Roundhouse London
(Future Noise)

England’s X-Ray Spex may not have garnered as much respect or attention as

The Sex Pistols or The Clash, but they had their hand in influencing a generation

of future punk and indie rockers, from Concrete Blonde to Le Tigre.

Recorded in 2008, the CD/DVD Live at the Roundhouse London beautifully

captures the energy from this late '70s pop-punk band, reunited after more than

a decade apart.

X-Ray Spex, led by the charismatic Poly Styrene, has always been in flux. Formed

in 1976, they broke up three years later only to resurface sporadically in the '90s,

so there were not a ton of songs to pick from for this live set.

Regardless, the crowd is enthusiastic and the band sounds great (Poly Styrene in particular), and they even manage to pull off two different

versions of their biggest hit "Oh Bondage Up Yours!"
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We Are Wolves:

Invisible Violence

These Canadians are a hard

band to pinpoint, but that is

also the reason they are so

damn fun to listen to.

Read More...

The Soul Movers:

On The In Side

Every town should have,

assuming that it is a place

worth living, a band like the

Soul Movers. It makes for a

great night out. Real music

performed in bars for real

people with real beer.

Read More...

The Slits: Trapped

Animal

Ari Up and Tessa Pollitt are

back with a band whose

ingredients — punk, reggae,

hip hop, and even middle

eastern music — have had

enough time to blend,

ferment, and become spicy,

pungent, and tasty.

Read More...

Russian Circles:

Geneva

The Chicago-based post-rock

unit Russian Circles is a

three-piece group known for

their instrumental approach

to post-hardcore/post-

melodic.

Read More...
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Prairie Cartel:

Where Did All My

People Go

A friend asked me to

describe The Prairie Cartel’s

sound to him, and the first

thing to come to mind was

“electronic rock you could

dance to while punching

someone in the face.”

Read More...
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