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DEATH METAL: A Documentary DVD () Close to an hour and a half of backstage, after show and at home chats with some of death metal's pioneers, mostly shot on digital video. No narrator, as it's told by those who were and are involved in the scene, most for over 10 years. Interviews with members of Immolation and Malignancy, Bob of Mortician, Johan of Amon Amarth and even Peter Steele (of Type O Negative) reminiscing about his duties in Carnivore. Lots of live footage of each band mentioned, plus clips of about 30 others too, as well as a few music videos (Haemorrage. Deranged and Necrophagia). Even a touch of the female perspective by Tzefa of Rain Fell Within. My biggest gripe and only complaint (especially as a 'zinester) is that they should have gone into - or at least had a brief mention - of death metal fanzines. It does cover well enough a vicious music genre started by a handful. Musically having a huge heyday and a decent payoff, only to meet with 1000 carbon copies and heavy fan disdain, which presently let only the cream of the crop survive with its current resurgence in popularity - even though most of it is in the hardcore scene. This is a history lesson for fans as well as those who need to get 'in the know'. (Dec 21, 2003)
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