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DVD Review: Sundae Girl (Gravure, NSFW)

June 7th, 2010

Okay, I know this really isn’t anime, but it’s something from

Japan and it’s a part of the otaku culture. Do you know what a

gravure video is? It’s basically cheesecake porn with pretty

girls (often referred to as Idols) posing for a camera and

wearing provocative outfits. Generally speaking there’s not

much, if any, nudity in these, and for the most part they are

swimsuit model caliber photo-shoots, just set in motion. Studio

Happy Chicken Pink has released some of these in America,

and anyone who doesn’t want to pay import fees can finally

check them out!

Directed by H C K and photographed by Jarod Hodge, Sundae Girl is the premiere release for model Natsuki Kojima. This

DVD comes with the disc featuring Natsuki’s gravure shots and a 15-page photo booklet with some images from the sets.

This release is broken up into three sections: Bedroom, Bathtub, and Shower. Viewers are given the option to watch them

all at once, or individually from the main menu (though on my disc selecting Shower did absolutely nothing).

((((http://www.facebook.comhttp://www.facebook.comhttp://www.facebook.comhttp://www.facebook.com

/pages/pages/pages/pages

/Anime-/Anime-/Anime-/Anime-

Maki/193147486809Maki/193147486809Maki/193147486809Maki/193147486809

((((http://www.animemaki.nehttp://www.animemaki.nehttp://www.animemaki.nehttp://www.animemaki.ne

/feed/feed/feed/feed((((http://twitter.comhttp://twitter.comhttp://twitter.comhttp://twitter.com

/Tmdouglass/Tmdouglass/Tmdouglass/Tmdouglass

DVD Review: Sundae Girl (Gravure, NSFW) | Anime Maki http://www.animemaki.net/2010/06/dvd-review-sundae-girl-gravure-nsfw/

1 of 6 6/10/2010 12:07 PM



(http://www.animemaki.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/sg1.jpg)

The first scene, Bedroom, features Natsuki lounging on a bed in a black and white dress. She slowly takes the dress off for

the camera and eventually strips down to some innocent looking pink and white lingerie. From this point she continues to

dance and sway on the bed, though quite honestly she was just moving far too much to be seductive. It was more

distracting than it was erotic. After a few minutes Natsuki got onto all fours and propped her buttocks up for the camera.

This was a little more seductive as she ran her hands over her body, occasionally playing with her undergarments. The

scene gets cuter as a body pillow is thrown into the mix and she cuddles with it and smiles warmly for the camera. There’s

even a little pillow fight here! Kawaii!

The Bathtub scene opens up with Natsuki soaking in a tub full of bubbles and playing around with them. Throughout this

scene the bubbles are strategically placed to tease viewers without giving up any nudity whatsoever. She twirls, swims in

the bubbles, and blows kisses at the camera. What soapy dip is complete without a shower to wash away those suds? The

Bathtub scene segues into the Shower scene, which features Natsuki rinsing off with nothing more than a bikini. The top

eventually comes off, but she covers her breasts with her hands, so don’t think this is a full shower. The closest there is to

any nudity comes when she lathers some soap up, rinses it off, and by this point her bikini is just wet enough to allow

something to show through.

(http://www.animemaki.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/sg2.jpg)

Sundae Girl is presented on DVD with a 1.85:1 aspect ratio and has been enhanced for anamorphic playback. The video

quality leaves something to be desired with a very soft appearance, some grain, and overall lack of definition. It appears as

though a soft-focus lens was used to make the video more dreamlike, but it didn’t do anything for the experience. There are

moments where the picture quality is fine with nice details, but in motion it just doesn’t look quite as good as it should.

Contrast is fine and black levels are rich enough, though this is a bright and warmly colored release anyway.

For audio Sundae Girl comes with 2.0 Dolby Digital as its only option. There’s no real language in the main release and all

you’re going to find is a few songs that overlap the video. The quality is fine enough for what it is, though it leaves something

to be desired in the end.
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The main feature of Sundae Girl clocks in at a whopping 25:37. That’s right, this title isn’t even half an hour long. The bonus

features here are rather sparse as well, and the only inclusion is a brief behind the scenes video with Natsuki practicing and

being prepped for her shoots. This video hits at just under the five minute mark. The DVD also doesn’t allow viewers to skip

through sections of a particular scene. There are three chapter stops that mark the beginning of each scene and that’s it.

Natsuki is a cutie, but gravure videos something that only a select few would be interested in. If hot Japanese girls are your

thing then I’m sure Sundae Girl will find a happy home in your collection. The fact that this release features decent, but not

great, picture quality, so-so audio, and lasts a little over 25 minutes is a big turn off. The included picture booklet and bonus

behind the scenes material is appreciated, though not quite enough to move the needle on this one. Interested parties can

consider Sundae Girl a rental in most cases.

Sundae Girl is available at Amazon.com (http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003F1808A?ie=UTF8&tag=animak-

20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B003F1808A)

Sundae Girl

The Show

Sundae Girl is a fine gravure release, though it's a bit on the short side.

Video/Audio

The picture quality leaves a lot to be desired and the sound is merely okay.

Extras

The booklet is appreciated and the behind the scenes clips are nice additions.

Overall

Gravure Idols are popular  in Japan,  and the American otaku is  undoubtedly familiar  with them because of  that  fact.

Sundae Girl is a fine example of what to expect, though it's far to short for its own good, and the quality of the disc isn't
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that great.

Review material provided by Studio Happy Chicken Pink. I originally posted this review at BlogCritics.org

(http://blogcritics.org/video/article/dvd-review-sundae-girl/)
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