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The Quiet Arrangement 
 

Prominent lawyer Walter Briggs comes home to a ringing telephone.  He is told by a 
distorted voice on the other end of the line that his wife has been kidnapped.  The only way that he 
can get her back is to pay a ransom of money that no one else is supposed to know about... 

Mr. Parks is a professional criminal who is all about the business.  He is thorough and loyal 
and wants to keep everything as simple as possible.  However, he also has some issues in his private 
life that threaten to derail everything that he is working on… 

Detective Jack Simons has been undercover for a long time.  He needs just one more bust 
before he can resurface and take back his life.  But, just as he and his partner set everything up for a 
sting operation, everything goes wrong.  The two cops find themselves on the short end of an 
escalating situation that they have no comprehension of.  And then things get interesting... 

Rick Fields does odd jobs for questionable people.  He is defined by a terrible incident in his 
past that weighs on him and everything that he does.  His latest gig finds him watching over the 
kidnapped wife of a prominent lawyer.  It was supposed to be one last job so that he could get away 
and start his life over, but things never go according to plan... 

A dark independent thriller that follows the exploits of criminals of varying stripes who are 
involved in a growing web of deceit and double-crosses, The Quiet Arrangement’s dominant visual 
tone, a kind of grey wash, is not only physically ominous, but symbolically so, mirroring the foggy 
morality of its characters’ world.  Ethical ambiguity runs rampant throughout the piece, and viewers 
are left to their own devices when sorting-out the “bad” guys from the “good”. 

 
HWIC Filmworks is proud to announce the company’s first feature-length motion picture, 

The Quiet Arrangement, which had its premier screening at The South Side Works Cinema in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on Wednesday, May 13, 2009.  A second successful screening was held at 
The Cedar Lee Theatre in Cleveland Heights, Ohio on July 22, 2009. 

The Quiet Arrangement was filmed entirely in Pittsburgh and surrounding areas (including 
Youngstown, Cleveland, and Canton, Ohio). 

Based in Cleveland, Ohio, HWIC Filmworks was created by cousins John Delserone and 
David C. Snyder to produce low budget, independent genre films without sacrificing quality.  
HWIC Filmworks looks to bring attention to talent based in the regions between Cleveland and 
Pittsburgh, providing creative opportunities in the motion picture industry. 

Written and directed by award winning short filmmaker and music video director David C. 
Snyder, The Quiet Arrangement features an impressive cast of up and coming talent including singer/ 
actor Kyle Jason (City Teacher, Dirty Shield), Rob Stone (End Game), Kevin M. Hayes, Christina 
Simkovich, Julian Hicks, and Joseph D. Lane. The film also features a notable guest appearance by 
legendary Hiphop icon Chuck D of Public Enemy. 



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 
 With The Quiet Arrangement, I attempted to explore the motivations of desperate people in 
terrible situations.  Granted, this is all done under the guise of a crime genre picture.  But I was very 
deliberate in trying to keep the characters from becoming the caricatures that usually inhabit these 
types of films. 
 Yes, the film has some of the conventions that the film noir label carries with it: a bag of 
money in a locker, a precarious rendezvous in a remote location, dangerous men with pistols in their 
coats, and a central antagonist that sets everything in motion.  It also features characters whose initial 
motives are not immediately clear.  With the lone exception of Detective Carl Masterson, whose 
inexperience and naivety put him in the worst possible position, there is no clear cut “hero” in this 
film.  Everyone that inhabits this world has an issue, a checkered past, and a host of bad decisions.  
No one is really innocent; they are all guilty of something. 
 But that’s not to say that we cannot empathize with any of these characters.  I sincerely hope 
that you can be drawn into their messed up world and voyage through it, hoping to come out 
unscathed on the other side.  This, of course, will probably not happen, as it is a noir piece and 
therefore, someone will have to perish.  But the journey is everything, is it not? 
  
 
The Quiet Arrangement 
 
Running Time: 1 hour 38 minutes 
 
Not Rated (R in Nature) 
Color 
1.85:1 
English 
 
Shot with the Panasonic AG-DVX100A, 24 frame Progressive 
Edited with Sony Vegas 
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Reel Cleveland: Fargo Plus Memento?  
by Jeff Niesel 
http://www.clevescene.com/cleveland/reel-cleveland-fargo-plus-memento/Content?oid=1600352 

 
Having spent the past five years working for SLAMjamz, Chuck D.'s record label/production 

company, Youngstown-born filmmaker David C. Snyder has made plenty of short films and music 
videos.  Now the Pittsburgh-based director has made his first feature-length film.  He wrote a 
screenplay that, much like Fargo, involved a kidnapping and ransom, but he gave it a twist.  The 
narrative is told out of sequence, so you have to piece together what happened and when. 

"I thought if I tell this story from beginning to end, it's not that interesting to me," says 
Snyder, who shot the resulting film, The Quiet Arrangement, in Pittsburgh, Cleveland and 
Youngstown.  "I thought I could do it in sections, so that you see the same events from different 
people's perspectives over a certain period of time and reveal information gradually." 

There are so many crossings and double-crossings in the film, you almost need an outline 
just to keep things straight.  But the movie's narrative is intriguing, and it's so meticulously made it 
hardly looks like an independent production. 

The film shows at 7:15 p.m. Wednesday, July 22, at the Cedar Lee Theatre (2163 Lee Rd., 
216.321.5411, clevelandcinemas.com).  Snyder, along with cast and crew members, will be on hand 
to introduce it and answer questions afterward. 
 
 
Sonic Cinema Film Reviews: The Quiet Arrangement (2009) A- 
by Brian Skutle 
http://www.sonic-cinema.com/film_reviews_individual/639/the-quiet-arrangement 

 
The setup is simple- the wife of prominent lawyer Walter Briggs (Kevin M. Hayes) is 

kidnapped. They want a million dollars, or she’s gonna die. Where have we seen this (or something 
like it) before? 

It’s not quite as simple as that, though. Briggs is a mob lawyer, and the million dollars was, 
well, not ill-gotten, but certainly not on the up and up. The next thing we see is the transaction, 
which leaves Briggs and another man dead. 

All of this is seen in the first 10 minutes of the film. For the next 97 minutes of David C. 
Snyder’s twisty and moody thriller (shot in Pittsburgh), we see all of the different pieces that go into 
going from one scene to another. From all angles. Cops, criminals, and in-between men, all of whom 
have a different piece of the puzzle. 

This is Snyder’s first film. Visually, it looks like the work of a seasoned pro, as he uses 
evocative lighting, interesting angles, and a constantly moving camera that keeps the suspense and 



story in overdrive. Add to that a touch of mood-affecting underscore and you have a compelling and 
consistently watchable film. 

In terms of performance, however, some of that “first-timer” syndrome does come through. 
More in individual line readings than in the film as a whole- and it’s not limited to one actor but a 
few of them- but there are moments when it’s hard to believe the actors are playing real people rather 
than line readers. 

Still, such moments are the only real issues I can have with a movie that always brims with 
confidence and originality. We’ve seen the individual elements before, but rarely put together so 
inventively. Nothing is really as it seems with any of these characters and their lives. Their 
motivations sometimes go against what we expect. Their reactions to changing circumstances are 
what drive the narrative, and never feel contrived. There’s not a lot out there, even on the indie 
circuit, that plays with our expectations of how things will work out better. Some might call it 
beginner’s luck. I say it’s lucky just to be able to do things your way, even if you don’t have big 
budgets and big stars as safety nets. I’d rather be able to work without one. Hopefully it works out as 
well as this does. 
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