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"...Arguably the best female vocalist in jazz 

history, a legendary performer of international

reputation, Billie Holiday was known for the 

emotional intensity she put into the lyrics of 

her songs. 'Lady Day' (as she was known by 

fans and musicians alike) lived the words she 

sang..."

Nicknamed 'Lady Day' by musical partner, 

saxophonist Lester Young, Holiday was a 

seminal influence on jazz/pop singing, with a 

vocal style inspired by jazz instrumentalists, 

pioneering a new way of manipulating phrasing

and tempo.
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