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Billie Holiday - "The Life And Artistry Of 

Lady Day" DVD

The inimitable 'Lady 

Day', as she was called, 

was unquestionably the

first lady of jazz and 

blues in her time. Her 

tremendously troubled 

(and brief) life was rife 

with horror and 

tragedy, but Holiday 

channeled this into her

music, which stands 

today as an inspiration and influence on even today's singers. 

This UK-produced documentary does an admirable job summing 

up her life and art. It's highlighted by several complete 

performances, including a breathtakingly solemn and intense 

'Strange Fruit'. The limited outsider viewpoints, and the 

reliance on stock footage of Holiday makes for a wonderful 

primer, and there's a few minor bonuses (discography, some 

short performances from film, etc.) to beef it all up. A nice 

deal, and well-suited to Lady Day novices like myself. (Idem 

Home Video via MVD Visual)
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