
> Body Of Lies (2008/Warner
Blu-ray + DVD-Video)
> Changeling (2008/Universal
Blu-ray)

> Lullaby (2007/Peace Arch
DVD)
> Gone The Way Of Flesh
(2008/Cut N’ Run DVD)
> Palo Alto, CA (aka Palo
Alto/2008/Image DVD)

> The French Connection +
French Connection II (1971 &
1975/Fox Blu-ray)
> Law and Order – Special
Victims Unit – Year Eight:

2006-2007 (Universal DVD)
> Painted Lady (1997/British
Mystery Mini-Series/Acorn
Media DVD)
> Pucca - Sooga Super Squad
(Shout! Factory DVD)

> Religulous (2008/Lionsgate
DVD)
> Murder She Wrote: The
Complete Ninth Season
(Universal DVD)
> The Who – Live At The Isle

Of Wight Festival 1970 (Eagle
Vision Blu-ray)
> The Beverly Hillbillies – The
Official Third Season (1964 –
65/CBS DVD)
> Alien Raiders (2008/Warner

DVD)
> Enemy At The Door – Series
One (1978/Acorn Media DVD)

 

> Warner/MGM DVD Wave
(Waterloo Bridge/The Yellow
Rolls-Royce/Cannery Row/Far
From the Maddening

Crowd/Goodbye, Mr. Chips)
> Band Of Brothers (HBO
Blu-ray)
> Natalie Wood Collection
(Warner DVD/Bombers
B-52/Cash McCall/Splendor in

the Grass/Gypsy/Sex & The
Single Girl/Inside Daisy
Clover)
> Puccini’s Tosca
(Naxos/TDK Blu-ray)

> The Essential Mozart – 5
DVD set + Max Lorenz -
Wagner’s Mastersinger +
Murray Perahia – Beethoven
The Complete Piano
Concertos (Naxos/Medici Arts)

> The Lucky Ones
(2006/Lionsgate DVD)
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Count Basie & His

Orchestra – Live In

Berlin & Stockholm

1968 (Impro-Jazz DVD) +

Coleman Hawkins: In

Europe, London, Paris &

Brussels (Standing
Oh!vation DVD/MVD

DVDs)
 

Picture: C-     Sound: C    

Extras: D/C+     Concerts: B-

 

 

Older jazz product is constantly

available on CD and the vinyl revival is also helping titles from its classical

era, but DVDs can be a stickier situation and two new titles feature some

fine performances in underwhelming playback, likely beyond the control

of the releasing companies.  Count Basie & His Orchestra – Live In

Berlin & Stockholm 1968 and Coleman Hawkins: In Europe,

London, Paris & Brussels are two releases worth having if you can put

up with the unfortunate playback.

 

Basie features an appearance by Eddie “Lockjaw” Davis and 18 extended

performances including All Of Me, On A Clear Day, Whirly-Bird and

Cherokee, including Marlena Shaw on vocal in some cases.  Hawkins

(originator of tenor saxophone as a solo instrument, as the case rightly

tells us) 20 performances if you include the bonus film, including What’s

New, Body & Soul, Moonglow, Lover Man and Sunday.  Carol Stevens

sings well in some of the bonus film tracks.  Good work on both and even

archival, but there are other issues.

 

Except for the first part of the Hawkins disc looking a bit clearer, the black

and white image in the main programs are very poor, third generation

material with major staircasing and detail issues.  I hope these are not

the best versions of the material here, as the PCM 2.0 16/48 monophonic

sound may be better, but barely so, showing that all material is far from

original source.  The only extra is a solid half-hour of the short

performance film After Hours made in New York in 1961.

 

 

-   Nicholas Sheffo
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> Star Trek - The Original

Series: Season Three
(Remastered DVD Edition/CBS
DVD)
> Assault On Precinct 13
(1976/Image Entertainment
Blu-ray)

> Curious George Monkey
Collection Vol. 1 + Curious
George Robot Monkey and
More Great Gadgets
(Universal DVD)
> Sidney Poitier Collection (A

Patch of Blue/Something of
Value/Edge of the City/A
Warm December/Warner DVD)
> Paramount: I Love The 80’s
DVD series (Coming to
America/Flashdance/Top

Secret!/The Naked
Gun/Cheech & Chong Still
Smokin)
> Dinosaur King - Downtown
Showdown (Animation/Shout!

Factory DVD)
> Oliver Stone’s W.
(2008/Lionsgate Blu-ray +
DVD-Video)
> Futurama – Bender’s Game
(Animated Feature/Fox

Blu-ray)
> The Pink Panther
(1964/MGM Blu-ray)

 

Wall-E
Ben Burtt, Jeff Ga...

New $14.99
Best $7.81

Vicky Cristina Barcelona
Javier Bardem, Pen...

New $17.99
Best $10.99

The Dark Knight
Christian Bale, He...

New $23.99
Best $15.41

The Secret Life of Bees
Queen Latifah, Sop...

New $17.99
Best $13.89

Iron Man
Robert Downey Jr.,...

New $18.99
Best $16.97

Nights in Rodanthe
Richard Gere, Dian...

New $16.99
Best $11.49
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