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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

SAY GOODBYE TO SABRINA

Sabrina Delance has been a 
teller at the Orient Heights East 
Boston Savings Bank branch for 
almost seven years. Delance re-
cently received a well-deserved 
promotion to branch supervi-
sor over at the Union Square 
Somerville branch. Everyone in 
Eastie wishes her well on this 
great career move.

DOC TOLD ME I HAD A 
HARD HEAD AND I SAID ... 
Recently, I had a terrible 

fall near Haymarket Station. I 
cracked my head on a concrete 
sidewalk. Someone ran over 
and helped me to my feet. I 
then drove myself through the 
Callahan Tunnel and went 
straight to the East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Center’s 
24/7 emergency room.

I had never used this facility 
before and was quite impressed 
with my experience there. I 
would recommend this emer-
gency room to anyone in need 
of one. The doctors, nurses, 
aides, everyone there made my 
horrible day better for their 
compassion towards me.

The following day I followed 
up the ER visit with a visit to 
my own primary care physician. 
Turns out besides having a 
nasty headache and head pain, 
everything was good to go. My 
own doctor told me I must have 
a hard head.

URBAN VIOLENCE 
GROWING LIKE A
DEADLY CANCER

It does seem like there has 
been a crime spike lately. One 
guy is washing his car outside 
his place in Dorchester. POW, 
POW, the ambulance comes 
with sirens on. A little 2-year-
old girl is shot twice in the 
back seat of her dad’s car. He 
was the intended target. When 
the police ask what happened? 
The sound of crickets in a fi eld 
exited his mouth.

I grew up in Roxbury in the 
’50s and ’60s. Things weren’t 
great then, but the level of vio-
lence has zoomed to the moon. 
Communities under fire are 
living in what must seem like 
a war zone. Did you know that 
over in Chicago, violence in the 
inner city has led to folks calling 
Chicago “Chiraq?”

Community policing needs 
two partners. The police and 
the community. Things won’t 
get better until that happens. 
I am tired of hearing about all 
the endless violence in Roxbury, 
Dorchester, and Mattapan. If 

I’m tired of it, what of the folks 
trapped in those communities 
that experience such life on a 
daily basis?

ANNUAL SPAGHETTI 
SUPPER NOVEMBER 18TH

The Annual Spaghetti Supper 
to benefi t the Salesian Boys & 
Girls Club will be held on Friday 
evening, November 18th, at the 
Clubhouse, 150 Byron Street, 
in East Boston. Remember, 
you can never eat enough pasta 
when it helps raise needed 
funds for the Salesian Boys & 
Girls Club.
IRISH PASTORAL CENTRE 

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING 
BANQUET OCTOBER 29TH

The Annual Irish Pastoral 
Fundraising Banquet will be 
held on Saturday, October 29th, 
at Florian Hall, 55 Hallet Street, 
in Dorchester. Doors open 
at6:30 pm. For more informa-
tion contact the Irish Pastoral 
Centre at 617-265-5300.

BISHOPS VERSUS
WILLIE NELSON 
ON QUESTION 4

The Catholic bishops of Mas-
sachusetts have come out 
strong in opposition to Question 
4 on the ballot, which would 
legalize the recreational use 
of marijuana. They are urging 
voters to Vote NO on Ques-
tion 4.

Willie Nelson for some time 
now said that he believes mari-
juana will be legal in all 50 
states in less than 10 years. 
Nelson recently stated, “The 
bottom line is money, and once 
those old guys see how much 
money is being made in Colo-
rado and Washington — all the 
places that it is legal — they’ll 
say, hey, wait a minute, we may 
want to think about it.”

We are spending too much 
money and wasting too many 
resources arresting and in-
carcerating nonviolent drug 
users. As for Nelson himself, it 
will save him a lot of money in 
fi nes, too.

Seriously though, we have 
 legalized medical marijuana. 
Now we have the chance to 
decriminalize marijuana at the 
ballot box. It is time to just 
legalize it. 

I will be voting YES on Ques-
tion 4. I am a retired police 
 offi cer and I think a YES vote is 
the right vote. I am siding with 
Willie Nelson over the Catholic 
bishops of Massachusetts. I see 
it passing.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
HALLOWEEN FUNDRAISER
The 99 Restaurant in Revere 

is sponsoring the Salesian Boys 
& Girls Club Halloween Fund-
raiser on Sunday, October 30th, 
from 6:00 pm until 11:00 pm, 
at the Revere Lodge of Elks on 
Shirley Avenue. Stop by the 
Salesian’s Club for more details 
and tickets.

Remember, it’s a Halloween 
costume party--lots of games, 
raffl es, and fun for the whole 
family. All proceeds to ben-
efi t the Salesian Boys & Girls 
Club.
THE NORTH END PREMIERE 

NOVEMBER 5TH

Boston’s North End: An Italian-
American Story. We’ve all heard 

about this video, right? Well, the 
premiere is coming Saturday, 
November 5th, at St. Stephen’s 
Church. Doors open 6:30 pm. 
This is a feature-length film 
about Italians in the North End. 
This event is free, but reserva-
tions are required. Reserve on-
line at www.northendboston.org 
or call 617-877-9330 as soon 
as possible. Videos to be sold 
at the showing.

SACRED HEART 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

NOVEMBER 19TH

Sacred Heart Parish in East 
Boston will be holding its 
annual Christmas Bazaar from 
10:00 am until 6:00 pm in 
the church’s lower hall. At 
11:00 am it will be time for 
breakfast with Santa! All kids 
are welcome to join. 303 Paris 
Street.

IF YOU LOVE DISCO AND 
ROCK & ROLL... 

Then get yourself over to the 
Freeport Tavern on Morrissey 
Boulevard every Friday and 
Saturday night with DJ Dom 
G., and, no, he isn’t a relative, 
but he is a great DJ if you love 
pop rock and the disco sound.

IS HE REALLY STILL
JOHN F. KERRY?

The Boston Herald recently 
ran a story with a Rwanda 
dateline about nations okaying 
greenhouse gas limits. With the 
story was a photo of Secretary 
of State John Kerry shaking 
hands with India’s Minister 
of Environment, Forest, and 
Climate Change. As I looked 
at Kerry in the photo, he was 
hardly recognizable to me. He 
has had so much work on his 
face that I thought his head 
looked ceramic.

HE’LL HAVE TO WAIT
UNTIL 2018

Over the Columbus Day 
weekend, you know the week-
end of endless rain when the 
parade got cancelled, here’s 
what Sacred Heart’s new pas-
tor Father Eric Bennett wrote 
in that week’s church bulletin, 
“I have heard much about the 
Columbus Day festivities in 
East Boston and I am looking 
forward to my fi rst Columbus 
Day parade.” Didn’t happen. 
Next time, say a little prayer for 
no rain. See ya in 2018!

BEAWOLFE GOES
BOO ON STAGE

My favorite classic rock 
band BEAWOLFE wil l  be 
doing Halloween Rock at 
Portabella’s Restaurant in 
Wakefield on October 29th, 
starting at 7:00 pm and going 
until the stroke of midnight. 
Free buffet, 50/50 raffl e, and a 
best costume contest. For more 
information, call the electrifying 
Dominic at 619-569-6529.

AIRPORT IMPACT 101
Don’t forget Saturday, No-

vember 5th. If you are a stu-
dent or community activist, 
you should check out Airport 
 Impact 101, Perspectives on En-
vironmental Health; Aviation Air 
& Noise  Pollution, from 8:30 am 
until 4:00 pm. It will be held at 
Partners Healthcare, Assembly 
Square, in East Somerville. Gail 
Miller says she’ll be there and 
you should, too.

Sabrina Delance poses next to 
a Wizard of Oz poster as she 
follows the yellow brick road 
to Somerville.

(Photo by Sal Giarratani)

CRIMINAL MINDS: BEYOND BORDERS (4-DVD)
CBS DVD + Paramount

Over 68 million Americans leave the safety of U.S. territory every 
year. If danger strikes, the FBI’s International Response Team is 
called into action. Unit Chief Jack Garrett (Gary Sinise) knows 
he can depend on the unique skills of multilingual master Clara 
Seger, ex-special ops agent Matt Simmons, technical whiz Russ 
“Monty” Montgomery, and medical examiner Mae Jarvis. From 
a ritualistic human-hunter in the wilds of Thailand, to a serial 
slayer in the streets of Paris, to an organ harvester in the slums 
of Mumbai, no perpetrator can escape the combined brilliance of 
this elite force. Pursue justice to the ends of the earth in 13 excit-
ing episodes of the fi rst season.

I LOVE LUCY SUPERSTAR SPECIAL (6-DVD)
CBS DVD + Paramount

Lucy, Ricky and their friends, Ethel and Fred Mertz (Vivian 
Vance and William Frawley), travel to Hollywood in the episode 
“L.A. at Last!” The star-struck Lucy is anxious to meet movie 
stars up-close, so she decides to have lunch at the famed Brown 
Derby Restaurant, where she meets fi lm star William Holden and 
inevitably causes a major mess. In “Lucy and Superman,” Lucy 
and a longtime friend and rival want to schedule their child’s 
birthday party on the same afternoon. Lucy “wins” the battle by 
promising an appearance from TV superhero Superman (George 
Reeves). Things take a hilarious turn when the “Man of Steel” has a 
scheduling problem and Lucy goes to great lengths to replace him.

JOSHY (Blu-ray) Lionsgate Home Ent.
After his engagement suddenly ends, Joshy and a few of his 

friends decide to take advantage of what was supposed to be his 
bachelor party in Ojai, California. In their attempt to help Joshy 
deal with the recent turn of events, the guys turn the getaway 
into a raucous weekend fi lled with drugs, booze, debauchery, 
and hot tubs. Featuring an ensemble cast of hilarious comedic 
talents, Joshy is a wickedly amusing portrayal of male bonding 
and emotional incompetence.

AMAZONIA (DVD) Lionsgate Home Ent.
Amazonia seamlessly blends thrilling storytelling with breath-

taking wildlife photography. As Sai, a tiny capuchin monkey, 
departs the big city for a new life; his plane is forced to land in the 
Brazilian rain forest. Abandoned and alone, he forages for food 
while observing the jungle’s endless variety of wildlife. As predators 
approach, Sai’s incredible instincts rescue him from danger at the 
last minute. One fateful day, he learns he’s not the only capuchin 
in the Amazon. One lost monkey on the journey of a lifetime.

PENNY DREADFUL – THE FINAL SEASON (3-Blu-ray)
SHOWTIME + Paramount

What if the only way to battle our demons is to surrender to 
them? Welcome to the darkest and most thrilling season of Penny 
Dreadful yet. Confronting new horrors in dangerous new lands, 
Ethan Chandler, Dr. Frankenstein, Dorian Gray, Sir Malcolm, the 
Creature, and the ravishing but deadly Lily must each face — and 
embrace — their own most truly monstrous selves. But for the 
beautiful and tortured Vanessa Ives, accepting her demons could 
exact a terrible cost and plunge the world into unending dark-
ness. The Final Season includes all nine episodes of the season 
in a three-disc collection.

THE LAST KING (Blu-ray) Magnolia Home Ent.
The Last King is a high-stakes adventure set in the Middle Ages, 

in the midst of a great civil war. When a monarch is murdered, two 
of his loyal soldiers must escape with the infant heir to the throne. 
With half the kingdom looking to kill the young King, the brave 
warriors risk life and limb to shepherd him across treacherous 
snowy mountains to claim his rightful place on the throne. Based 
on true events of a battle for the throne between Norwegian King 
Hakon and the Church’s Bishopmen.

THE CAROL BURNETT SHOW: THE LOST EPISODES –
CLASSIC CAROL (6-DVD) TIME LIFE

During the late ’60s, CBS was The Carol Burnett Show network, 
a joking reference based on the program’s widespread popularity 
and huge ratings. Yet the fi rst fi ve seasons have never resurfaced 
— no reruns, streaming video, DVDs or other formats — until now. 
Time Life introduces The Lost Episodes, which brings back many 
unforgettable moments from the show’s groundbreaking years. 
Fans can rediscover what made the program tick and stick around 
as one of the best hours on television. This 6-DVD set features 
14 episodes as they originally aired on television, and showcases 
some of the most acclaimed and beloved moments from The Carol 
Burnett Show.

6 PLOTS (DVD) Lionsgate Home Ent.
After passing out at a party, Brie wakes up to a strange phone 

message: a lunatic has abducted her six friends and buried them 
in boxes around the city. Each box has its own deadly terror — 
water, gasoline, and insects — waiting to kill its occupant. To add 
to the sadistic thrills, the killer is streaming footage of the trapped 
kids on the Internet — and to each other. Forbidden to call parents 
or police, Brie must use her wits to locate her friends’ six death 
traps before their time runs out.

JUSTIN HAYWARD – LIVE IN CONCERT AT THE CAPITOL 
THEATRE (DVD) IM3 Global+MVDvisual

Justin Hayward: Live in Concert at the Capitol Theatre in Clear-
water, Florida, is the latest DVD release from the legendary Moody 
Blues vocalist, guitarist and composer. This intimate performance 
recorded on October 20, 2014, has been expertly captured by 
award-winning fi lmmaker and composer David Minasian, and is 
truly one of Justin’s fi nest solo performances. The DVD includes 
the epic bonus music video, “The Wind of Heaven.”

For events going on in Massachusetts this FALL,
visit the Massachusetts Offi ce of Travel & Tourism 

Web site at www.massvacation.com.
For a complimentary Massachusetts Getaway Guide, call 1-800-447-MASS, ext. 300.


