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Immolate - "Ruminate" CD Review (Impedance)

Australian power-trio Immolate expanded to a four

piece for the release of their second full-length

Ruminate. This new disc’s sound is lumbering noise-

metal that is directly  akin to the sound of AmRep

bands (Hammerhead, Helmet, Unsane) from the 90’s.

To get into the details of the music, vocalist/bassist

Nick Irwin has a vocal sty le similar to Bruce Loose

(Flipper) and his angry , spoken-word vocals are

mostly  buried beneath a wall of guitars and walloping

drums. Guitarists Justin Irwin and newcomer Dave

Achille wrap repetitive, noisy  dirges of guitar

feedback around each song but occasionally  break

into some wild soloing. It is a raw and primitive disc

that is helped along by  Billy  Anderson (Sleep,

Eyehategod) who mixed the disc.

The band changes up tempos and song structures across the disc and deftly  avoid sinking into a sludgy

quagmire. For example, the opening track "Heathen" rumbles like a classic Melvins track and it is

followed "Hot Hot Heat", which is an up-tempo alt-rock/grunge track with clean(er) vocals. Almost all

of the disc's tracks race by  around the three minute mark and the almost nine minute psychedelic

dirge "Code" wraps up the disc.

Ruminate was recorded by  Russell Pilling (who worked with Immolate on their debut full-length) at
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