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AL DI MEOLA - ONE OF THESE NIGHTS (DVD) (A) 
Inakustik, 2005

11 tracks, RT: 116:00

[ http://www.aldimeola.com/ ]

[ http://www.in-akustik.com/ ]
Al Di Meola has been stunning audiences with his incredible technique and captivating musical arrangements for the past three decades, from his early tenure with fusion pioneers Return To Forever to a string of successful solo albums and collaborations with John McLaughlin, Paco De Lucia, Stanley Clarke and Jean Luc Ponty. A highly influential player, Di Meola has had a tremendous impact on rock and metal players such as Vinnie Moore, Paul Gilbert and Yngwie Malmsteen. ONE OF THESE NIGHTS is his latest release, a DVD recorded in front of a German audience in May of last year. Featuring 11 tracks of Latin influenced jazz-fusion, this performance finds the maestro in fine form indeed.

Witness "Rhapsody Of Fire" and be amazed as Di Meola plays blazing runs along with percussionist Gumbi Ortiz, or be swept away by the telepathic interplay of the musicians on tracks such as "One Night Last June" and "Beyond The Mirage."
Using a variety of effects with his trademark ovation acoustic guitars, Di Meola manages to recreate all manner of soundscapes from his albums, from sweetly distorted electric guitar runs to enchanting synthesized passages. Di Meola has nothing left to prove as a guitar hero but wisely incorporates the most beloved elements of his style, effectively entertaining longtime fans along with devotees of his more recent excursions into World Music. Kudos must also go to his band, a tight ensemble of master musicians including pianist Mario Parmisano, drummer Ernie Adams, Hungary's Sturcz String Quartet and the aforementioned Gumbi Ortiz. Concluding with the classic "Egyptian Danza," Di Meola demonstrates why he continues to be one of the best in the business.

Highly recommended for fans of great music. - Neal Woodall (MysticX10@msn.com)
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