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The cool, light blue tones of the cover of The Big Chris Barber Band set an appropriate mood and tone for one of the most underrated and important pioneers of European jazz. Celebrating his 50th year in music, this concert from the 2002 German Hot Jazz Festival finds trombonist Barber fronting his 11-piece band with virtuoso flair on numbers like “Sweet Georgia Brown,” “Bourbon Street Parade,” “Misty Morning,” “Harlem Rag,” “Sweetness,” “Marcy Mercy Mercy,” “Ice Cream,” “Petite Fleur,” “Cornbread,Peas and Black Molasses” and “Jungle Nights in Harlem.” He may not be flashy or as well known as many of his counterparts, but within tight-knit jazz circles Barber is recognized as one of the best. The music makes the big impression on The Big Chris Barber Band, but the impressively disparate tones on display here—from the tribute to Duke Ellington to the stomp of “When the Saints Go Marching In”—truly mark Barber as a special talent. Also noteworthy is the super trumpet work of Pat Halcox and Mike “Magic” Henry. (James Stanton)
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