
 

Ecstasy of Order: The Tetris Masters

 

The primary problem with documentaries in which gaming nerds attempt to explain their obsession 
with setting meaningless records is that the only people who can address to the question at hand are the 
ones who speak in a language not shared by most other human beings. No matter how appealing the 
game, and Tetris is one of the most popular of all time, watching people play it and listening to them 
discuss their motivations makes cricket seem endlessly fascinating, by comparison. One championship-
level chess match is infinitely more revealing than all of the games made for Nintendo ever played. 
And, yes, I once was a compulsive player of Tetris and other such games, even as an adult. Tetris, as 
they say, is a cool game. The story of its creation is rather interesting, as well. The people we meet 
in“Ecstasy of Order: The Tetris Masters” are neither. Its focus is on a reunion of past champs who 
probably aren’t any more observant or eloquent than there were in their prime, 20 years ago. Neither 
does it seem as if anyone we meet has gotten a life in the interim. In a bonus feature, we get to watch 
over the shoulder of a man in his 30s as he attempts to set a record on Asteroids. Blessedly, we only are 
asked to share 15 minutes of this 52-hour marathon. The truth is that making time fly faster is reward 
enough for playing these games and sharing the experience seems rather silly. – Gary Dretzka

 

http://moviecitynews.com/2012/08/the-dvd-wrapup-porno-gang-a-separation-dictator-chimpanzee-bernie-

more/ 


