The Dreaming Arm

Marillion - could do better

Another band who have been around for a very long time, but stubbornly refuse to go
away, despite coming in for much criticism - not to mention ridicule - are Marillion.
Although their glory days of the mid-80s are long gone, and few people under 30 will
have even heard of them, they've consistently managed to churn out a half-decent album
every few years and even secured a rare top 10 single "You're Gone" (how appropriate)
in 2004, even though it was the result of a deliberately orchestrated internet campaign in
which their website urged every fan to buy three copies, thus artificially inflating sales,
but there you go.

Marillion's latest album "Somewhere Else" however is a definite disappointment. There's
nothing new or innovative there at all. It's as if they've just recycled their old material and
re-named the songs. There's the usual U2 style moralising (" The wretched of the earth
exploited by the rich few/What's new?"), the pseudo-intellectual philosophising ("Better
to be a doctor or a man who walks the earth/Hedonistic laughing boys/What's any of it
worth?" or "There's no such thing as owning something/It's all borrowed for a time") and
the surreal - "Mr Taurus ate a thesaurus, Made the girls cry and skipped stright to the
chorus". How appropriate that Taurus is Latin for bull. And of course there's the
obligatory prolonged 7-minute prog rock epic track, a concept that's wearing rather thin
these days.

The sleeve design is woeful. One undeniably good thing about Marillion's early years
was the elaborate art work on the album covers, now very much consigned to the
wastelands. | don't want to give the lads a rough ride, but they've got thick skins
considering all the crap they've taken in the past. however "Somewhere Else™ seems like
a lazy effort with little thought or creativity within. The name of the album could well
have been inspired by the question "Where are they now?". They can do better than this.
Almost 20 years after his departure, maybe it's time Fish re-joined the band.

A case of swimming against the tide?
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