
Colossal Pop http://www.colpop.net/breakfastwithblassie.html

1 of 2 6/29/2009 10:22 AM

 

   J u n e  2 9 ,  2 0 0 9

 

HOME

BOOK REVIEWS

MUSIC REVIEW S

DVD REVIEW S

FAMILY DVD

BLU-RAY

CONTACT

Join the 1340magbooks.com 
Facebook group

 

My Breakfast  Wi th Blassie:

Specia l  Commemorat ive Edi t ion

VSC/MVD

www .musicvideodistr ibutors.com

As a response to the documentary Dinner  With Andre ( f i lmed w ith the late,

great  wrest l ing hero Andre the Giant) ,  two young f i lmmakers convinced comic

Andy Kauffman to make his own s imi lar  f i lm and th is  i s the resul t .  This w as

f i lmed dur ing a t ime when the WWE (then WWF) was ab out to go g lobal  on the

coatta i l s of  larger  than l i fe wrest l ing personal i t y  Hulk Hogan and Kauffman

was enjoy ing the w i ld  success of  Taxi  and wrest l ing  women.  In  fact ,  short l y

before the f i lming of  th is  breakfast  Kauf fman had w rest led his f i rst  man

(Jerry Law ler)  and had got ten his neck broken,  henc e the neckbrace.

This commemorat ive edi t ion inc ludes lost  raw  footag e of  Kauffman, bonus

footage of  “Classy”  Freddy Blassie,  Legendary Graf f i t i  Home Movies,  a

Making Of documentary,  photos,  and footage f rom the  f i lm premiere,  in

addi t ion to the feature f i lm. The Making Of documen tary is  every b i t  as good

as the f i lm i tse l f  as a mat ter  of  fact .  The f i lm, f or  those unfami l iar ,  i s real i ty

TV before anyone knew what that  meant .  Kauffman and  w rest l ing personal i ty

“Classy”  Freddie Blassie meet up for  breakfast  in L .A.  and a f i lm crew  takes i t

a l l  in .  They talk about everyth ing f rom heal thy way s of  eat ing to autograph

hounds to wrest l ing to grems and a few  th ings in be tween. Honest ly ,  i f  I  had

seen th is  at  the t ime i t  premiered I  wouldn’ t  have thought  much of  i t  but

through the lens of  someone in the year  2009,  Blass ie is  one of  the rudest ,

most of fensive,  two-s ided people I ’ ve seen in  awhi l e.  And pol i t ical

correctness? Forget about i t !  Blassie is  a shoot  f r om the hip bad cop whi le

Kauffman p lays the good cop (perhaps in tent ional ly ,  perhaps not) .

There are basical l y tw o things that  come to mind wh en w atching this.  The

f i rs t  i s that  Kauf fman was l i ke ly  a genuinely good guy.  The grand debate has

always been how  much act ing was taking p lace and ho w much w as t rue real i ty

but  i t  feels to  me l i ke both guys were pret ty  genui ne here,  whether you

appreciate or  not .  This i s an A+ documentary even t oday that  any fan of

Kauffman, wrest l ing,  or  both,  should own.

Reviewed by Mark Fisher
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