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SYNoPSIS

The Etruscan Smile stars acclaimed 

British actor Brian Cox as Rory 

MacNeil, a rugged old Scotsman 

who reluctantly leaves his beloved 

isolated Hebridean island and 

travels to San-Francisco to seek 

medical treatment.

Moving in with his estranged son, 

Rory’s life will be transformed, just 

when he expects it least, through 

a newly found love for his baby 

grandson.



ETRUSCAN 
SMILE

The film is based on the bestselling book La Sonrisa Etrusca by Jose Louis 

Sampedro, with the story being transposed to Scotland and the United States. 

The title refers to the famous terra cotta statues that bear a mysterious smile 

even in their afterlife and instil hope towards the idea of a happy death.





CAST JJ FEILd‘s notable credits include Last 

Orders starring opposite Helen Mirren and 

Michael Caine, Marvel’s Captain America as 

well as the critically acclaimed Third Star 

starring opposite Benedict Cumberbatch.

ThoRA BIRCh rose to 

prominence as a child star in  the Patriot 

Games, and saw her breakthrough in the 

Oscar winning film American Beauty and 

Ghost World, for which she received a 

Best Actress Golden Globe nomination.  



CAST PETER CoYoTE ’s carreer 

spans over 120 films, with leading 

roles for celebrated directors such as 

Roman Polanski (Bitter Moon), Pedro 

Almodóvar (Kika), Diane Kurys (A Man in 

Love) and Steven Spielberg (E.T).

TREAT WILLIAMS is a Golden 

Globe, Emmy award and Screen Actors 

Guild Awards nominated American actor, 

who rose to fame for his leading role in 

Milos Forman's Hair.  



JAMIE MACNEIL
Despite being less than a year old, Jamie, was the undisputed star on the set. His performance was 

nothing less than mesmerizing, and numerous times it lead the team wonder if he had read the 

script, given his precise and timely performance. Whether he had to laugh, cry or jump out of a crib, 

this baby proved that age has no limits. Jamie brings the magic of a first word, a first step, and a first 

love - his eternal love for his grandfather.

CAST
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RoRY MACNEIL
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ACAdEMIC MAN
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JEFF STRAdLoW
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Brian Cox

JJ Feild
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LoCATIoNS The film was shot across two continents, with filming taking place on location 

in the iconic city of San Francisco and in the breath-taking Hebridean coast of 

Scotland. Following the convictions of his mentor and collaborator Vittorio de 

Sica, making the effort of authentically filming on location became Arthur Cohn’s 

famous artistic practice along his career. 



Eleanor Roosevelt once observed that “...the world belongs to the person brave 

enough to believe in the beauty of his dreams“. She could easily have been talking 

about the Swiss‐ born, international filmmaker, Arthur Cohn, who has come to 

realize his dreams on screen for a worldwide audience over nearly four decades. 

All this while accumulating an astonishing six Academy Awards in recognition of 

his work – more than any other independent producer in film  history. Interestingly, 

and unlike many filmmakers whose best work is mostly concentrated within a 

particularly fertile period of their careers, Cohn’s projects have earned him time 

and again Oscar recognition and top prizes in the most respectable film festivals, 

reflecting over four decades of virtuosity and continuous quality filmmaking.

A R T h U R  C o h N 

Producer



M I h A L  B R E Z I S  &  o d E d  B I N N U N

d i r ec tors

J A V I E R  A g U I R R E S A R o B E 

c i n ema tograPher

Javier Aguirresarobe is a master of light. In his extensive and acclaimed career 

he has worked with the world’s most recognized directors turning their films into 

magical visual feasts. His wide range of credits include celebrated titles such as 

Almodovar’s Talk to Her, Woody Allen’s Blue Jasmine and Vicky Cristina Barcelona 

and Alejandro Amenabar’s Oscar winning film The Sea Inside. Javier is a six time 

recipient of the Goya Awards for Best Cinematography, as well as winner of 

outstanding artistic achievement at the Berlin Film Festival.

Mihal Brezis & Oded Binnun are Academy Awards Nominees for their short film 

AYA (nominated for “Best Live Action Short” in 2015). Aya has garnered exceptional 

recognition when being released commercially in theaters, stand-alone as a 

short, to audience and critical success. Their previous short films won over 

40 international awards in festivals worldwide and were acquired by leading 

international broadcasters. The Etruscan Smile is their first full length feature film.
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