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angrymetalguy.com 
 Review: http://www.angrymetalguy.com/hatesphere-new-hell-review/ 

 
 

 
 

If anything can be said aboutHatesphere, it‟s that they know how to please their fans. Though many of us crave a bit 

more diversity across a fifteen-year career, the fact that Hatespheredrops consistent album after consistent album every 

couple years is enough to please (almost) anyone.Hatesphere„s consistency is the result of founding guitarist Peter 

Hansen and his continued navigation along the course set by 2001‟s self-titled debut. Always heavy, always thrashy, 

and always with a touch of melody, the only real variation from album-to-album is the vocal performance. The band‟s 

first vocalist, Jacob Bredahl, gave his best Tomas Lindberg impression to Hatesphere for five albums before being 

replaced by Jonathan Albrechtsen on 2009‟s To the Nines. Albrechtsen came into To the Nines with death in his voice—

and a similarity to The Haunted„s Marco Aro—but his era ended quickly. Esben Hansen took the reins on the groove-

happy The Great Bludgeoning; interspersing the signature Hatesphere belts with Peter Wiwczarek-isms. The Great 

Bludgeoning marked a new era for the band and a renewed passion in the music. But can these gents deliver the same 

level of groovy, hooky, accessible songwriting on New Hell? 

Well, they try pretty damn hard. New Hell, like The Great Bludgeoning, dishes out thrashy licks, groovy foot-stompers, 

http://www.metal-archives.com/artists/Peter/2017


 

 

and plenty of melodic subtleties. New Hell, unlikeMurderlust and some of their mid-career records, is concisely and 

consistently crafted, making for a more streamlined record that doesn‟t feel like a crate of hate-themed landmines. 

However, New Hell is still Hatesphere to its core and high expectations for ground-breaking songwriting or the elimi-

nation of filler should be quenched immediately. That said, most of the choruses work well and the layered combination 

of rasps, barks, and yells result in some of the catchier and more accessible material in Hatesphere„s catalog. 

“The Executioner” gets things rolling in classic Hatesphere fashion, fusing their typical pissed-off attitude with a hook-

ing chorus designed to snag you in the jaw. “Head on a Spike” and “Master of Betrayal” continue this aggressive hoo-

kiness, piling riffs on top of melodic choruses and sending this hate train careening through every station. “Head on a 

Spike” opens with soothing guitar cleans before the band unleashes some trashy Haunted riffs, while “Master of Be-

trayal” beats you down with a monstrous chorus perfectly suited to Esben‟s Vader-esque barks. 

 

For those itching for some Hatesphere groove, look no further than “The Longest Haul” and the title track. Both will 

equally get your head bobbing, but “The Longest Haul” is simply addictive. Its groovy main riff, melodic chorus, and 

clever effects-laden guitar lead toward the end do a fine job of forcing a smile on my face. Between the catchy and the 

groovy sits the beauty-and-the-beast instrumental “On the Shores of Hell” and the “epic” “The Grey Mass.” The former 

lays down Testament-inspired clean guitars before unleashing some atmospheric distortion. It‟s a great piece and a 

well-executed intermission to the record. “The Grey Mass,” on the other hand, fuses the heavy with the melodic in its 

five-and-a-half minute runtime. Maybe not as epic a closer as the one on Serpent Smiles and Killer Eyes, but “The Grey 

Mass” does a fine job of helping the listener spend the last of their white-knuckle rage. 

All that said, New Hell isn‟t terribly new. Tracks like “Line Crossed Lives Lost” and “Your Sad Experience” don‟t pack 

staying power and Esben‟s vocals, while crushing, don‟t add new dimension to the music. The instrumentation and 

vocals are well-balanced and the production is clean, but Tue Madsen‟s mastering is, unsurprisingly, quite loud. Re-

gardless of these shortcomings, Hansen delivers meaty riffs and Mike Park Nielsen (ex-Mercenary) is as tight as ev-

er. New Hell is another anger-filled slab of Danish thrash, brimming with chunky riffs, crushing drum work, and anoth-

er angry-as-hell vocal performance. Though New Hell may not top last year‟s The Hauntedouting, it sure as hell should 

help with all your snow shoveling. 
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  Review: http://deadly-storm.blogspot.de/2015/11/minirecenzeminireview-hatesphere-new.html  
 
 

 
Dánští HATESPHERE pro mě vždycky byli synonymem kapely, která dokáže zhudebnit čistou nenávist. Jejich kombi-

nace thrashe, deathu a občasných groovových momentů mi dělala pokaždé dobře. Líbí se mi, že všechno hezky odsýpá, 

je to rychlé, lehce neučesané a zároveň má skupina dobré nápady. Není a nikdy to nebylo sice nic převratného, ale pod 

určitou laťku kvality Dánové nikdy nešli. V jejich tvorbě lze vystopovat společné prvky třeba s takovými LEGION OF 

THE DAMNED, CARNAL FORGE, DEW-SCENTED, THE HAUNTED, ale i SHADOWS FALL, ARCH ENEMY, 

případně HEAVEN SHALL BURN. Zajímavé je, že většinu jmenovaných smeček zase tolik nemusím, HATESPHERE 

ale ano.  

 

 

Někdy jsou ty pohnutky, ta vzájemná přitažlivost mezi mnou a předkládaným materiálem zajímavé. Já oceňuji u HA-

TESPHERE schopnost napsat dobrý song. Je to sice hlavně sekající nářez, ale také hudba, která dokáže člověka nabu-

dit. Nejedná se o žádnou retro špínu, všechno je hezky čitelné, ostré a hlasité. Nebudu sice asi novinku používat ve 

chvílích, kdy si budu chtít přečíst dobrou knihu, ale v momentech, kdy si budu připadat, jako by mi na bedrech ležel 

celý svět, si je dám vždy znovu a s chutí. Vyčistí mi hlavu a odpočinu si, co je víc?! Nebudu nic rozebírat do podrob-

ností, to vám zajisté napíšou renomovaní páni kritici, ale pocitově je mi nová deska hodně blízká. Kope jako splašený 

kůň, je zběsilá a zároveň s určitou dávkou pestrosti. Je mi zkrátka ve společnosti těchto Dánů velmi dobře. Stačí si nalít 

dobré pivo, osolit hlasitost a po chvilce mi začnou nohy tančit samy od sebe. A o to nám jde v tomto případě především. 

 

 

Deváté dlouhohrající album od dánských HATESPHERE se opravdu povedlo. Je ostré, naléhavé a zároveň melodické. 

Fanoušci moderněji uchopeného thrashe budou určitě spokojeni. Stejně jako já. "New Hell" je albem, které působí jako 

http://deadly-storm.blogspot.de/2015/11/minirecenzeminireview-hatesphere-new.html


 

 

kopnutí okovanou botou přímo do obličeje. Líbí se mi určitá samozřejmost a lehkost, s jakou nahrávka plyne. Kapela 

působí jako smečka šílených psů, která kouše kolem sebe. Dejte si pozor, abyste od nich nechytili vzteklinu! Nahrávka 

je velmi pestrá a doslova přetéká nápady. Myslím, že není nutné nic dodávat, tady mluví hudba sama za sebe. Thrash 

metal zahraný s velkou energií! Inteligentní masakr!  
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Niente di nuovo in casa HateSphere ma non ci aspettavamo nemmeno il contrario ad essere sinceri. Certo la puzza di 

certi riff -per quanto possano risultare piacevoli- inizia ad essere un po‟ troppo uguale a cose già fatte da loro in passato, 

ma devo dire che la cosa non arriva ad infastidirmi più di tanto, certamente il voto arriva infine a risentirne, ma non la 

piacevolezza di un buon ascolto che invece può dirsi di certo “salvata”. 

Una certa “fossa” se la sono scelta e scavata da soli ormai (nessun rimpianto però, altrimenti sarà inutile anche il solo 

avvicinarsi al prodotto), ma bisogna anche saperci coabitare con quello che si sceglie, soprattutto quando inizia ad an-

dare così “per le lunghe”. Quindi ben vengano lavori come il precedente Murderlust o il qui presenteNew Hell, dischi 

che non riscrivono assolutamente nulla ma che fanno il loro dovere sino al centro della radice. Da un certo punto di 

vista è più difficile riuscire a mantenersi a galla facendo questo oggi che aver composto lavori molto validi e con il 

favore di idee certamente più chiare e fresche. Il buon Peter Lyse Hansen sembra così girare e rigirare la sua creatura fra 

le mani giocando su quei classici “riffs spezzati” che fecero loro fortuna già ai tempi del grandissimo Bloodred Hatred. 

L‟influenza degli At the Gates in qualità di chiodo fisso viene manipolata a favore di rinnovati “thrash anthem” dal tiro 

efficace e groove costante, New Hell è solo l‟ennesimo compitino degli HateSphere, ma colpisce giù a modo e come si 

deve. Intanto bisogna dire di come il tempo giochi a favore del singer Esben “Esse”, la sua ugola roca e strozzata non 

sarà di certo un‟assoluta sbornia di personalità, ma finisce per calzare a pennello su queste nove dirompenti tracce (una 

sarà la strumentale On the Shores of Hell). 

L‟iniezione di adrenalina scatta con quella che non a caso è stata scelta come scheggia d‟apertura, il suo nome reci-

ta The Executioner è ha il compito di ricordare a tutti cosa fanno gli HateSphere per cercare di arrivare a fine giorna-

ta. Il brano apre degnamente le danze fra momenti tirati e altri meno, e non credo impiegherà molto tempo prima di 

diventare una delle favorite di questa loro specifica parte di carriera. Bella spiattellata Lines Crossed Lives Lost, altro 

semplice marchio di casa portatore di sano headbanging mentre Head on a Spike risulterà un pezzo ad ampio respiro da 

considerare come uno dei migliori di tutto New Hell (ottimi fraseggi,lo spazio dedicato alle lead guitar e l‟affidabile 

refrain). Da ricordare l‟attacco trascinatore di The Longest Haul (pazienza ai deja-vù) ma forse un pochino meno la 



 

 

canzone, prima dell‟arrivo dell‟immediata e “famelica” (e più corta con i suoi due minuti) Your Sad Existence. La 

seconda parte del disco viene aperta dal “twist” portato dalla title track, altra scudisciata solida, “pensata” e riuscita, 

apripista della corale Master of Betrayal (altra mia personale hit, quella strofa “scava”così bene) e del duetto conclusi-

vo formato da Human Cesspool (grassi scarabocchi) e dall‟imponente, grassa ed oscura The Grey Mass. 

Insomma,possiamo benissimo affermare di come ancora oggi si possa fare affidamento sugli HateSphere, senza troppe 

aspettative il risultato si porta a casa più facilmente e con un sorriso beato stampato in faccia. 

Rating: 67% 
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Rating: 3/6 
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Review: http://hardrockhub.com/2015/12/10/cd-review-hatesphere-new-hell/ 

 

 
Rating: 8/10 
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Review: http://www.heavymetal.dk/anmeldelse/hatesphere-new-hell 

 

 
 

Rating: 6/10 
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Review: http://www.hooked-on-music.de/CD-Reviews3/Hatesphere/New_Hell.html?band_id=2625 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

laut.de 
Review: http://www.laut.de/Hatesphere/Alben/New-Hell-98206 

 

 

Die dänischen Neo-Thrasher Hatesphere existieren unter diesem Namen zwar schon seit 2000, haben aber erst seit etwa 

fünf Jahren ein stabiles Line-Up. Das ist normalerweise förderlich für die Kreativität, die spielerische Sicherheit der 

Band und für die Festigung der musikalischen Identität. Letztere ist an sich seit jeher klar. Hatesphere setzen auf 

kompromisslosen, verflucht lauten und meist rasant galoppiereden Thrash der neuen Schule, wie ihn beispielsweise The 

Haunted in den Neunzigern wieder ins Spiel gebracht haben. Auch "New Hell" folgt dieser Tradition konsequent. 

Neu ist deshalb trotz des Albumtitels relativ wenig. Am ehesten vielleicht noch die Art, wie das Geld für diese 

Produktion aufgetrieben wurde, denn Hatesphere haben sich des derzeit angesagten Prinzips des Crowdfundings bedient 

und sich die Scheibe quasi von ihren Fans finanzieren lassen. Auf der Facebook-Seite finden sich daher zahlreiche 

Dankesbekundungen an die Gefolgschaft. 

Laut und schnell wie die Hölle aber kommt der Großteil der Stücke auf jeden Fall rüber. Vom Opener "The 

Executioner" weg dominieren markante Stakkato-Riffs, rasendes Drumming und wütend heiserer Gesang, versehen mit 

entsprechend aggressiven Textbotschaften. Gute Laune ist sicher nicht der Grundtenor von Hatesphere, wie man am 

Namen wohl schon erahnt. Grundsätzlich ist das alles in Ordnung und bewirkt vor allem live auf der Bühne nach ein 

paar Kaltschalen sicherlich heftiges Moshen und Headbangen im Publikum. Insgesamt fehlt trotz des unbestrittenen 

musikalischen Könnens etwas die Abwechslung, die feinere Ausarbeitung und auch zwingende Refrains zum Mitgrölen. 

Solide ist wohl das passende Wort für "New Hell". Auch das leidige Prinzip, praktisch alle Regler bei der Produktion 
auf die Zehn hochzuziehen, hilft da am Ende nichts. Trotzdem hat die Scheibe ihre Momente, vor allem, wenn es doch 

mal etwas differenzierter zugeht. Etwa im Instrumental "On The Shores Of Hell" oder im darauf folgenden Titelstück. 

Alte Fans der Band können jedenfalls bedenkenlos zugreifen. Thrash on, Hatesphere! 

http://laut.de/Hatesphere
http://laut.de/The-Haunted
http://laut.de/The-Haunted
http://laut.de/The-Haunted
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Rating: 5,5/10 
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Review: http://www.lordsofmetal.nl/en/reviews/view/id/30854  

 
 

 
 

Rating: 70/100 
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Review: http://www.madeinmetal.es/index.php/discos/novedades/6595-hatesphere-new-hell-2015 
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Rating: 6/10 
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Rating: 8/10 
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metal1.info 
Review: http://www.metal1.info/metal-reviews/hatesphere-new-hell/ 

 

 

HATESPHERE gehören zu den regelmäßigsten Veröffentlichern im modernen Metal. Ziemlich genau alle zwei Jahre 

gibt es neuen Danish Dynamite und so ist es auch 2015 (so gerade eben noch) soweit: Die „New Hell“ bricht los, sie hat 

zehn Songs bzw. etwa 40 Minuten Musik der schärferen Gangart parat. 

Die letzten Platten von HATESPHERE waren qualitativ eine kleine Achterbahnfahrt, vor allem die letzte 

Veröffentlichung Murderlust musste sich den Vorwurf gefallen lassen, alten Wein in neue Schläuche zu pressen, dabei 

aber das Niveau nicht gehalten zu haben. Entsprechend ist es an der Zeit, mit „New Hell“ zu beweisen, dass mit den 

Dänen noch zu rechnen ist. 

„The Executioner“ gibt sogleich die Marschrichtung vor: zackig, schnörkellos und ballastarm hauen die fünf Burschen 

in Saiten und auf Felle. Wenig spektakulär nimmt die Nummer rasch an Fahrt auf und punktet vor allem durch Energie 

stzatt Tempo. Diese Rechnung geht zwar mittlerweile nur in seltenen Fällen auf, bei HATESPHERE passt es aber, je 

schneller, desto besser klingen die Songs auf „New Hell“. Das soll jetzt aber nicht heißen, dass die Qualität stark 

nachlässt, wenn mal ein melodisches Gitarrensolo erklingt oder die Band per Break die Geschwindigkeit für einige 

Momente herausnimmt. Vielmehr sind es diese kleinen Abwechslungen, die den Fokus dann unbewusst wieder auf die 

Ballerei zurückführen. Gekonnt gesetzte Kontrapunkte machen die Scheibe also sehr aus, wie auch die nach wie vor 

vorhandene Spielfreude. Klar, die Riffs sind jetzt keinen Innovationspreis wert, aber 08/15-Stoff vom Reißbrett sind sie 

auch nicht. HATESPHERE dosieren Technik und Highspeed auf jeweils gesundem Maß und überfordern so weder den 

http://www.metal1.info/metal-reviews/hatesphere-murderlust/


 

 

traditionellen Thrasher, noch unterfordern sie Freunde progressiverer Klänge. Und so darf der Opener eben auch nicht 

als Blaupause verstanden werden, vielmehr handelt es sich bei der angesprochenen Nummer um einen Anspieltipp. Ein 

weiterer wäre „Head On A Spike“, welcher im vokalpraktischen Bereich einige Register zieht und so den vermutlich 

höchsten Eingängigkeitswert auf „New Hell“ erzielt. Hierbei ist ohnehin festzuhalten, dass Fronter Esse sich mal wieder 

durch den ganzen Scheiß der Welt kotzt. Die dezente Härte verleiht dem sonst durchaus thrashigen Sound ein modern-

(todes-)metallisches Feeling. 

Klar, auch das ist nicht neu, aber vermutlich braucht der Hörer das ja auch gar nicht, zumindest nicht von 

HATESPHERE. Kritisch ließe sich natürlich festhalten, dass sich die Truppe ein wenig zu eindimensional durchs 

Programm lawiniert, die Riffs kennt man, den Gesangsstil ebenso wie die Beats von der Schießbude. Dafür glänzt 

„New Hell“ durch einen kräftigen Sound, der trotz aller Härte noch genug Raum für Transparenz lässt. 

Die Hölle, in der sich HATESPHERE bewegen, mag neu sein, die Musik ist es nicht, aber sie ist gut und das sollte ja 

des Bürgers erste Pflicht sein. Hatte man einen miesen Tag, dann wird man bei den zehn Songs eine Menge Aggression 

wieder los, scheint die Sonne und eine längere Autofahrt steht, schiebe man die Platte in den Player, wo sie ebenso gut 

rocken wie bei einer zünftigen Partynacht. Easy-Listening mit geringfügigen Ansprüchen. 

 

 

 

Rating: 7/10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

metalfan.nl 
Review: http://www.metalfan.nl/reviews.php?id=9060 

 

 
 

Maar de boer, hij ploegde voort”. Deze bekende zinsnede, afkomstig uit een gedicht van J.W.F. Werumeus Bunin, lijkt 

perfect van toepassing op de noeste arbeid die het Deense Hatesphere verzet. Ruim vijftien jaar actieve dienst, zonder 

dat daar rijkdom of eeuwige roem tegenover staat. Degelijkheid des te meer. Soms een uitschieter naar boven (Serpent 

Smiles And Killer Eyes was een bij vlagen verrassend album, terwijlThe Great Bludgeoning er het fijnst op los roste), 

een enkele keer een iets mindere broeder (To The Nines), maar over het algemeen zeer consistent. De kaarten zijn niet 

anders geschud op New Hell, plaat nummer negen van deze death/thrashformatie. 

New Hell is namelijk een plaat die in alle opzichten voldoet aan de verwachtingen. Van de onbehouwen, boerse strot 

van Esben Hansen tot aan de hakkende riffs en het lompe drumwerk: alle klassieke ingrediënten van deze band zijn 

rijkelijk aanwezig op deze nieuwe full-length. Met openerThe Executioner wordt een vurig startschot gegeven. Ook-

Lines Crossed Lives Lost behoort tot het betere werk uit het oeuvre van de Denen. Opgefokte drumritmes, uitstekende 

afwisseling tussen gedreven thrashriffs en logge hardcore-invloeden en een sterk refrein vormen de bouwstenen die dit 

nummer zijn kracht geven. Met krachtige kanonskogeltjes als Your Sad Existence en Master Of Betrayal (met verras-

send melodieuze solo) staat er bovendien meer materiaal op dit album dat de nekspieren aan het werk zet. 

Toch raast en tiert Hatesphere niet aan één stuk door. Het titelnummer legt meer nadruk op grooves en minder op snel-

heid. Het sterke The Longest Haul, waarin de band zijn geschiedenis in de tekst nog maar even samenvat (“fifteen 

years, drunk and obnoxious”) is een zeer overtuigend midtempo-nummer dat eveneens gekenmerkt wordt door een vette 

groove. Aan de tekst is geen woord gelogen, want brallerig is de muziek van Hatesphere zeker. Vooral tijdens de vele 

live-optredens, wanneer het materiaal met verve wordt gebracht. Dat zal met New Hell op zak zeker niet anders worden, 

want er is eigenlijk weinig tot niets op dit schijfje aan te merken (of het moet die spuuglelijke hoes zijn). 

Wie bands als Dew-Scented en The Haunted kan waarderen, zal ongetwijfeld ook met Hatesphere uit de voeten kunnen. 

New Hell behoort tot het betere werk uit de geschiedenis van de band. Laat deze boeren dus nog maar een poosje 

doorploegen. 

 

Rating: 80/100 
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Review: http://www.metalimperium.com/2015/11/hatesphere-new-hell-review.html 

 

 
 

 

Rating: 8,5/10 
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The Danish band Hatesphere has been an unstoppable thrash machine since 2000. Yes, that‟s 15 years of domination 

they have amassed. The band is just a day away from releasing their 9th album titled “New Hell” via Massacre 

Records on November 20th. These guys have an aggressive sound that has taken Europe by storm. Dominating 

performances at Wacken Open Air, With Full Force, and Hellfest Festivals really helped them double and maybe even 

triple their fan base. The band has toured with some of the best bands around and continue to turn heads over and over. 

The album was produced by Tue Madsen at Antfarm Studio. He has produced albums for The Haunted, Sick Of It 

All, and Dark Tranquillity in the past. It‟s been about 2 years since their last release “Murderlust” and my ears are 

more than ready to consume some new Hatesphere. 
 

The album doesn‟t beat around the bush. When the first track “The Executioner” starts its right to the business and the 

business is pure adrenaline and aggression. The vocals flow so well with the song it just seems like a natural 

progression as the song plays through. Esse‟s vocals are fast paced and relentless. One of my favorite tracks on the 

album is by far “Head on a Spike”. Not only is the song just amazing and non-stop soul thrashing, but the lyrical 

content just kicks ass. “Push further and you‟ve pushed too far. I call it murder, you call it an act of God. Push further 

and you‟ve pushed too far. Don‟t you know how dead you are?” The style changes up a bit on this song as it slows 

down and speeds up at times. Also there is an echo vocal effect during one stanza on the song which creates a really 

kick ass harmony effect. As always on any thrash album the guitar work is top notch. Short guitar solos ring out from 

the fingertips of guitarists Jakob and Pepe. They also get another chance to shine on the track “On the Shores of Hell”. 

The instrumental song really showcases the talent that this band contains. It‟s a beautiful 2 minutes of 
bliss. Hatesphere is continuously putting out phenomenal releases, so this album is no surprise to me. The title track 

“New Hell” carries with it this amazing groove. The bass line helps define that groove and just assists the guitar riffs to 

stand out. The song works its way through that groove and has some sludgy low down tuned parts that are just beyond 

heavy. The band overall has a thrash sound, but they bring these other elements into their music that helps them be more 

than just one flavor. There is moments of sludge, speed, and death metal. The album started and ends on a high note 

with the final song “The Grey Matter”. The hardest part about this album is trying to pick a stand out track and while I 

do have a favorite track each song really is amazing in its own way. The Big 4better beware, Hatesphere is coming for 

your crown. 
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metal-observer.com 

Review: http://www.metal-observer.com/3.o/review/hatesphere-new-hell/ 

 
Hatesphere has had a roller coaster ride throughout their career as a band. With a rotating door of members held togeth-

er by the guitarist Peter Hansen, these Danish death thrashers have seen a lot of different nuances of sound since their 

“rebirth” as Hatesphere in 2001. However, since The Great Bludgeoning in 2011, Hatesphere have finally found some 

consistency in tone and sound with their latest (and decently stable) line up. Their latest effort New Hell, their ninth 

record overall, is a bit of mixed effort though compared to the vicious pounding that Murderlust gave listeners. It‟s 

hardly a bad record, it‟s still better than the misfire that Bludgeoning was despite its energetic attack, but the album is 

also not nearly as consistent as a whole as one could hope. Fans are sure to dig into some of the material, but it lacks the 

flow and killer instinct that Hatesphere is known to bring to the table. 

One thing that I love about this latest incarnation of Hatesphere is that there is a fun mix of thrash, death, and just a hint 

of modern hardcore to be found. New Hell brings this to the forefront in a variety of ways just in the plethora of riffs 

that come erupting out of the record. It kicks off with the ambitious (and certain to be a pit favorite) “The Executioner” 

which features pounding rhythms and frantic drum work. This is a style that threads its way throughout the entire 

record, only really to deviate into more groove oriented territory on “The Longest Haul,” but it‟s a core sound that 

Hatesphere has been toying with for the last half decade. It makes New Hell an energetic album with plenty of spit and 

fang to hand out to its listeners. This rambunctious flow and outpour of vigor is easily the highlight of what New Hell 

has to offer. 

However, despite the sheer thrash intensity and death metal heaviness that‟s brought to the highlights of “New Hell” or 

“Lines Crossed Lives Lost,” New Hell is wholly a bit inconsistent. As mentioned above, there is a bit of hardcore 

groove that injects its way into the proceedings on “The Longest Haul” and the band occasionally dabbles in some me-

lodic pieces on “Head on a Spike” and the interlude “On the Shores of Hell.” The album ends on a rather odd note with 

the attempted epic sound of “The Grey Mass” that tries to blend Hatesphere‟s pounding death thrash into a five minute 

closer. The combination sounds awesome, but the combination doesn‟t quite fit as well as expected. 

Still, New Hell is a fun and ambitious record for Hatesphere and it takes the core death thrash that they‟ve established in 

this recent line up and starts playing with it a bit more and giving the listeners some diversity that‟s fresh. The new 

territory explored doesn‟t always work, but the idea is sound and the talent is there. I wouldn‟t be at all shocked if Hate-

sphere nails the next record out of the park now that they‟ve tested some new nuances out onNew Hell. Fans will like 

what this record has to offer, but Hatesphere has done more cohesive and better records overall.  

Rating: 7/10 
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Review: http://www.metalstorm.net/bands/album.php?album_id=84924 

 

 

Rating: 7.4/10 
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Review: http://www.metalunderground.at/cd-berichte/hatesphere-new-hell 

 

Rating: 4/5 
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Rating: 15/20 
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Review: 
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Review: http://www.neckbreaker.de/reviews/cd-reviews/8458-hatesphere-new-hell  

 

 

 

Rating: 8/10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.neckbreaker.de/reviews/cd-reviews/8458-hatesphere-new-hell


 

 

 

nocleansinging.com 
Review: http://www.nocleansinging.com/2015/11/30/hatesphere-new-hell/  

 

If people don‟t know exactly what I mean by neo-thrash, there was a period when a lot of bands were taking the Slay-

er/Testament school of thrash metal and mixing it with melodic death metal, mostly of the darker At The Gates or Arch 

Enemy sort, in the wake of the popularity The Haunted came into. It kind of is what it is, and you like it when you hear 

it or you don‟t. HateSphere pull no punches in this regard, and I‟ve always felt they were one of the defining bands of 

the style. 

New Hell fucking rips, crushes, stabs, and destroys everything in its path and is the best HateSphere record since the 

mass-exodus of the main players of the first five albums. It has a raw energy that reminds me a lot of their debut self-

titled. The opening song “The Executioner” begins with typical HateSphere skin-flaying riffs, especially the song‟s 

main course, which feels like the sonic embodiment of death by a thousand cuts. I‟ve always loved that the openings of 

their albums, whether in the form of intros or straight-into-full songs, have always lacked in the bullshit department, and 

this is one of the most vicious opening volleys a HateSphere album has ever tossed anyone‟s way. 

Riffs a HateSphere‟s specialty, and I‟m not sure where in the world Hansen pulls all this shit out from, but it‟s insane 

the amount of sonic fangs and claws he manages to craft out of thin air. I was promptly made aware, again, of the magic 

at work when “Lines Crossed Lives Lost” came on with one of the most biting riffs I‟ve heard in a while. The playing 

around with the opening riff and its verse riff variation is a cool touch, and the chorus is a whiplash free-for-all. The 

way they turn up the intensity of the chorus via vocal layering is pretty badass as well. 

Except for the crawling groove of “The Long Haul” and the pitch-black death march of the closer “The Grey Mass”, 

New Hell as an album is non-stop, fast-as-fuck, relentless modern thrash metal at its finest and most intricate. Every-

thing in classic HateSphere tradition is so tight, concise, and fucking pissed that I just feel any extreme metal fan of any 

sort has to find SOMETHING to enjoy here. 

If you like music that spits in your face and breaks your nose with a sucker punch, relentless speed, relentlessly tight 

riffing that remains technical but never loses momentum, and some fantastic beat-down grooves, this is for you. One of 

my favorite albums of the year so far. 
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Rating: 7,0 
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Rating: 8/10 
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Review: http://www.rockfreaks.net/albums/8174 

 

Formed in 1998, the 17-year existence of Hatesphere has yielded no less than nine studio albums, two EPs, one split 7” 

with the Korean metalcore group Remnants of the Fallen, and a status as something of a domestic metal institution. 

What is remarkable is that across that time, the band‟s line-up has been shuffled beyond recognition, yet their sound has 

stood firm and resilient against the winds of change, with only the tiniest of variations discernible between 2001‟s self-

titled debut and this latest piece from 2015, “New Hell”. In Denmark at least, the group remains popular as ever, though 

owing perhaps more to their ferocious concerts than any recorded output since the landmark”Sickness Within” over a 

decade ago. As such the title “New Hell” is a bit misleading, as there is nothing new beneath the sun; the groovy and 

intense fusion of death metal and thrash continues to be applied with extreme prejudice. 

The group‟s proficiency at plying this trade is never in question. But while the music is relatively easy to digest, it of-

fers little excitement; it has this anaesthetising quality of providing headbanging opportunities aplenty and appealing to 

a metalhead‟s basic needs, yet because of their archetypical nature, songs like… well, let‟s say virtually anything in the 

record‟s first half gloriously fails at leaving a lasting imprint on the memory. One must stretch the patience past the 

midway instrumental track “On the Shores of Hell” to discover a semblance of what made the aforementioned “Sick-

ness Within”, as well as my personal favourite “Bloodred Hatred” from 2002 such good albums. The real standout mo-

ments here are distilled into a trident comprising “New Hell”, “Master of Betrayal” and “Human Cesspool”, each of 

which resists the urge to just floor the pedal and be as punishing as possible. It is hard to deny how attractively the title 

track grooves in the verse with a dense The Haunted-school riff, or how effortlessly it becomes ingrained once Peter 

Lyse Hansen lets rip with one of his signature melodies and Esben Hansen chimes in with the chorus,”You never 

thought you would fail. This is your new hell! Lift the talebearing veil. This is your new hell!”, shifting his vocalisation 

from pure growling and closer toward actual singing. This is textbook Hatesphere, but by firing off the full extent of 

their arsenal, you are reminded why this band is still so revered by so many. 

“Master of Betrayal” offers its share of variety by verging into At the Gates-y, late 90‟s melodic death metal, mustering 

up catchy staccato riffs and a nigh anthemic chorus in ”You consider me so, so cynical. You‟re obviously blind if you 

find me credible. Setting sail, I bid farewell. I‟m no petty traitor — I‟m the master of betrayal”, before decelerating into 

a grandiose, harmonised bridge and guitar solo near the end. “Human Cesspool” thereafter, wins by virtue of its sound-

ing absolutely brutal despite the profusion of eerie melodic notes, and by managing seamlessly to make lasting matter of 

its meaty main riff. And look, the remaining seven tracks still have what it takes to rage in the live setting. My objection 



 

 

stems from the fact that there is little beyond simple headbanging appeal about them; nothing to get me off the stool, 

just listening to them at home. Hatesphere is masterful at producing solid, tolerable soundtracks for satisfying your 

weekly moshing requirements — not once during the 41 minutes the record runs are you likely to think, ”Well, that is 

just awful.” — but they take so few risks it often turns frustrating, knowing what abilities the musicians responsible 

possess. So if quality death/thrash has a nice ring to you, by all means. Just don‟t expect a revolution. 

 

Rating: 6/10 
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Rating: 4/5 
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Rating: 4/4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

stormbringer.at 
Review: www.stormbringer.at/reviews/12539/hatesphere-new-hell.html 

 

Es grenzt an einer Wunderheilung, dass HATESPHERE heute überhaupt noch Relevanz besitzen, denn als "Serpent 

Smiles And Killer Eyes" und "To The Nines" noch aktuell waren, ist das dänische Deathrash-Battalion aufgrund fader 

Leistungen im grauen Mittelmaß verschwunden, was in Anbetracht der heftig ballernden Vorgänger durch und durch 

erschreckend war. Wie auch immer die Jungs es geschafft haben: Seit "The Great Bludgeoning" und insbesondere 

dem zuletzt erschienenen "Murderlust" sind sie wieder voll in der Spur - auch, weil sie sich endlich kleinere Soundex-

perimente zugetraut haben, die Frische in's Konstrukt gebracht haben. Mit dem im vergangenen November veröffent-

lichten "New Hell" wollen HATESPHERE wieder genau da ansetzen, wo sie 2013 aufgehört haben. 

Den Schwung nutzen sie bereits in "The Executioner" beispiellos und machen mit einem Mix aus Uptempo-Salven 

und eingestreuten Groove-Attacken keine Gefangenen, sondern bringen ausschließlich Tote hervor. Ist die Drehzahl 

einmal auf Anschlag, sind HATESPHERE bekanntlich nur schwer zu stoppen und schüren mit dem melodischen Wal-

zer "Lines Crossed Lives Lost", vor allem aber auch mit dem zunächst fast elegischen "Head On A Spike" nach. Letz-

terer Song ist gleichzeitig auch ein Musterbeispiel für die Entwicklung der Band, die sich sowohl hier wie auch im 

später folgenden "Master Of Betrayal" in den atmosphärischen Momenten abzeichnet und das Material größtenteils 

vor Eindimensionalität abschirmt. 

Im Falle von "The Longest Haul" gelingt das den Dänen anschließend leider nicht, denn hier verlieren sich Esben 

Hansen und Co. zu sehr in ihrem auf Abwechslungsreichtum forcierten Songwriting, plätschern dadurch vier Minuten 

vor sich hin und verpassen einfach den richtigen Moment, dem gelungenen Einstieg die Krone aufzusetzen. Immerhin 

können der zweiminütige Melo-Death-Kracher "Your Sad Existence", das hervorragend postierte Interlude "On The 

Shores Of Hell" und auch der Titeltrack (die in dieser Reihenfolge wohl besten Stücke des Albums) dann einen furio-

sen Schlussspurt einläuten, der stilsicher den gewohnten HATESPHERE-Kosmos auslebt und mit der zähflüssi-

gen grauen Masse im positiven Sinne sein düsteres Ende findet. 

Fans der Truppe dürfen also auch hier wieder bedenkenlos zugreifen und Liebhaber angethrashten Todesstahls zumin-

dest einen Durchgang anvisieren. Wobei letztere HATESPHERE aufgrund ihrer zuletzt wieder deutlich angestiegenen 

Formkurve ohnehin wieder auf dem Monitor haben sollten. So gelingt es "New Hell" wie schon seinen Vorgängern, bis 

auf kleinere Ausnahmen mit Qualität von sich reden zu machen. Das auf Maß gegossene Artwork von Niclas Morten-

sen tut zur Abrundung des Gesamtwerks sein Übriges. 

Rating: 4/5 
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Rating: 6,5/10 
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Rating: 70/100 

 

 

 


