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AIIerjen - No Guts No GloryPsychophonic Records) Review by Marco Gaminara

This UK trio harking from Manchester consists ofiddower on vocals and bass,
Paul Wilkinson on guitar and vocals and drummer Fatbuck. And they are
damned heavy. Musically they are thrash with theasional blast thrown in for

., good measure, but vocally there are coarse andrgligrowls that are as low as the
3 “u detuned bass guitar and then slightly higher pidarewls in the range of the

gl guitar. Originally recorded for another label inr0B0 but only after severing those
ties and whatnot, did it get released now. Opendrtidle track "No Guts No Glory"
is a statement that these guys are willing to patyhing on the line to make this as
heavy as possible and then they proceed to do somple guitar

riff over pounded drums starts "Courage Will FinduY 'til the guitars kick in with full force andest
everything up a notch. A funky slap bass intro salte to "Scorch" where the guitars assist on the, tand
dual vocals of growls and deeper growls bouncegatorthe staccato beat. Plodding along like a matinmo
"Anger Personified" carries itself in a way thag thetter Bolt Thrower tracks do, with long drawn ou
growls and smashed snares. Slow and melodic freroulset "The Heartbreaker" pounds into "Demise Of
The Prophecy” which keeps a similar pace at finst then steps things up to a great headbanging Deait
fast drumming on "Fallen" misleads you into thirkiimnat everything else is fast too, but the slogwetars
and vocals work well over their tempo giving itiateresting dynamic. If it weren't for the deatlcats on
"Resurrection”, | would say it's very rocky at firsut ends very thrashy, which "Until All Are Ondbes

the whole way through. Very choppy rhythms for EHin The Sky" are punctuated by sharp snares and a
solid backbeat which actually sounds better lived Apeaking of live. Added to the original album
recording are two live tracks in the form of "Theattbreaker" and "Fire In The Sky (Barry Is A Spgon
which are on the album itself. www.allerjen.conmpwpsychophonic.net

AI’SIS W Are The Nightmar@luclear Blast) By: Dave Schalek
: Damnit, | really want to like this album! In 200#elodic death metal was
stagnating, to say the least, and was strayindaiofsom death metal to continue to
hold my interest. Arsis’ monstrous debut and tHevoup EP, “A Celebration Of
Guilt” and “A Diamond For Disease”, respectivelyew just about everyone away
and the future looked very bright indeed for thosigg group from Virginia. 2006
saw the band not slowing down with “United In Reégran album that | really liked
I but was looked at as a lateral move by most evergise.
[l A jump from Willowtip to Nuclear Blast soon followleand has now led to the
release of
the band’s third full-length, “We Are The Nightmar&his album absolutely shreds up the technicaliith
all over the map riffing interspersed with melodiayuitar work, precise drumming with plenty of temp
variation, and vocals evoking more than a hint og@la Gossow. In short, a near seamless blend of
melodic death metal on the Arch Enemy side of #rerg with plenty of technical death/ thrash thramwn
for good measure. But, damnit, something is lacking
An emotional response to the music is absent. Allsosongwriting, while slick and professional, is
soulless. | hate to say it, simply because evergtkise is present in spades, but I'm ultimateimeahat
disappointed by what | hear on “We Are The Nightaialt took me a couple of listens to put my finger
it, but Arsis has failed to deliver an emotionapewt with “We Are The Nightmare”. Yes, | do find se}f
tapping and nodding along to the songs and I'm sdmaéwarmer towards the album than | was with my
first run through, but Arsis has failed to delivieat breakout alboum that would’ve solidified theiace in
the pantheon of great bands. I'm actually a lpiksed about that. www.nuclearblastusa.com
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Asia - PhoenixXFrontier 4§EM1) Review by Metal Mark

; Back in 1982 | couldn't afford albums yet, so myimaxposure to music was the
radio. | was only 12 so | easily soaked in what e@®ing in to my room through
the various rock and pop channels of the day. @bderwould eventually lead me to
. bands like Van Halen, Judas Priest, Dio and othéwgever a number of pop,

. R AOR and other forms also came to me. One of thaAwsia as | was taken in by
il the melodies and highly polished hooks of songshair self-titled debut.
Subsequent albums like Alpha and Astra didn't qudgtee the same formula or
appeal for me. They have bounced back and fortt vétious releases over the
years, but now in 2008 we get the first releaseesitP83's Alpha to
feature the entire original line-up.

The opener "Never Again" comes on with a smoothsiaddy approach that was pleasing enough, but
maybe a little flat. At this point | was thinkingét it wasn't a bad start and if they could piakpta little
that this album might be something. Unfortunatéigt wasn't the case as "Nothing's Forever" is an
appropriate title because it's sappy vocals andodamsic had me thinking that this band didn't have
whole lot left. It's gets worse though as traclkeéhtHeroine" is stomach churning, mind-killing sept's
worse. It's so bad that it sounds like it couldalspoof of 1980's love songs, but they are acttigilyg to
be serious so it really is that bad on many difietevels. Several other songs after this fall ih® same
vat of syrupy worthless pulp as well. It just sedikis Asia forgot about strong song structures,ksoand
building up anything on this album. Instead it's @i a few brief flourishes of music here and #nevith
lots of clichés and filler taking up the bulk oktlime. The closer "An Extraordinary Life" mightigasome
genuine life to it or it may just seem better thtana because many of the other songs before isangoor
and empty of any spirit. Overall Phoenix servea agong reminder that you can't always relivepthst.
Asia may be hoping that this album picks up onrteeccess in the early 1980's, but one play wiltkju
have listeners thinking otherwise. http://origirsidacom

Belphegor - Bondage Goat Zomlpieiclear Blast) By: Dave Schalek
The always solid Belphegor return with yet anofiadrlength, their third in three
o years while still taking the time to exhaustivedyt the U.S., and elsewhere, quite
| extensively. This one’s entitled “Bondage Goat Z@hhnd continues the stylistic
il assault of blackened death metal with the orgainiggh edge that the band is
B known for.
~a ¥ Not much changes on this album with regards ta tast few full-lengths, and

@l that's just fucking fine with me, frankly, as I'veeeded a serious dose of blackened
death metal to light up my day recently. Chock éflSatanic sexual imagery,
bondage, and sadomasochism, “Bondage Goat Zomas:a lgreat range of mix of
songs overlaying a
solid blackened death metal base. Organic riffadigout blasts (continuing the band’s penchantbiaming
through drummers), a great, dual vocal deliveryai original, understandable growl and screeaingso
thick bass, variations in tempo, you name it, drprasent on “Bondage Goat Zombie”, probably tlestb
written of the stylistic triumvirate of the bandast three full-lengths. In addition to the all duasts, there
are some nice variations in tempo with plenty advyedirges intermixed with the assault and eveeva f
moments of, dare | say it, melody with some dedimibncentration upon liquid guitar work and the edbb
or two. The result is a great mix of catchy songdenstill keeping the focus on flattening thediser with
a Satanic, sexually laced death metal assaultalthen also has the nice quality of increasinglywgng on
you with each listen, rather than finding your ret# waning with time.
For some reason, | always find myself comparingpBegjor to Behemoth, although the two bands are
somewhat stylistically dissimilar. | find that Békpgor's less technical, more organic approachdokaned
death metal is particularly effective and | eagemyait the band’s releases. You can’t go wrong with
“Bondage Goat Zombie”; buy or fucking die. www.bleggor.at | www.nuclearblast.de
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Crimson Glory - Self Titled Re-issu i etal Mind) Review by Metal Mark

Back in the mid 1980's before progressive metal eves really a label, there were
a few pioneers who were establishing the soundwbatd eventually become it's
own genre of metal. Queensryche and Fates Warmihg pt of credit, but one

band that is too often overlooked is Sarasota dé&¢siCrimson Glory. They formed
in 1982 as Beowulf, but would soon complete thagup and change their name.
By 1986 they had developed their sound which inetld soaring double guitar
attack, a solid rhythm section and some impresaals. Sometimes this band
tends to get knocked aside for being too muchQkeensryche or some people just
can't forget the silly masks these guys wore fahde.

Hearing this re-issue is a bit of a re-visiting foe as | had not heard this one in some timeadtsally

better than | remembered because | had forgots&rhpw active the guitars are. Some progressivalmet
gets so caught up in itself, but every song hemeasing forward with a lot power in tow. They dostop

for self-indulgent passages, every part is diretd@drds the goal of strengthening the song. Algiothe
music is involved, it never comes over as beingmoeh. They knew how to keep themselves in chedk an
everything is just building and constructing thegs

Metal Mind's re-issue includes the bonus track dbmeéDancer" and a booklet with full lyrics and a than
biography. A good package for a solid debut thabpbly too many people have either overlooked weha
yet to discover. www.metalmind.com.pl/index.php9lezn

Crlmson GIory Transcendence Re-isguetal Mind) Review by Metal Mark

AT, 4l By late 1988 Crimson Glory were set to release tgphomore effort. This album
is heavier, has stronger writing and higher produactalues than their 1986
self-titled debut. Everything about this aloum seemry well planned as the band
seems to know exactly where they are going. Thiectdon allows the listener to
really be able to soak in all that is transpirisgilae band winds their way through
some solidly crafted material. The guitars thisgtiamnound have some definite
rhythms mixed in with the flurry of sound that rdlthe first album. Vocalist
Midnight sounds more in control on this aloum andws when and how to best
use his voice. The debut was good, but | quicklythe sense that with this
album they wanted to build the momentum and thetemaonore. They not only accomplished that goal,
but they made it look pretty easy. This was edbigyr best aloum, but unfortunately they didn'tdal the
direction that this album was heading. Like thewethis album is even better than | remember itsis
heavier and far more active. | actually rememhxst buying this on cassette when it came out antably
wore out my copy by the early 1990's. Metal Mim@'sssue includes a booklet with full lyrics antdand
biography plus the CD includes a re-mixed versibbamely as bonus track. Probably a top ten metal
album of 1988 and certainly one worth owning. wwetatimind.com.pl/index.php?jezyk=en

Dperd - Regalero Il Mio Temp@y Kingdom Music) Review by Steve Green

Dperd are an Italian duo consisting of vocalisteri@ Buono and Carlo Disimone,
who handles most of the instrumentation. If youexpecting something heavy,
forget about it. | feel this is more akin to theusdtrack of a smoky jazz club than
that of a Metal gig, but those of you that like thegker side of life might quite
enjoy this one. Particularly those with a keenries4AD's 80s roster.

This is a very chilled out aloum and one | tengly later in the day, especially
when the Missus has lit her daily quota of a 10fdéss, although it's an album
that's confined to my headphones as she wouldpieajate this at all. But as a
solitary listen, | can still enjoy its
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beauty and dare | say it, its romantic attribuTése majority of the songs on this alboum are stugnatbeit
in a laidback, sleepy manner. Valeria rarely rafsgsvoice about a sultry croon and the music nbitera
BPM worth mentioning, with the bass and piano, @oiten, dictating the leisurely pace. So who is th
going to appeal to? Probably old school Goths Andd with an interest in the darker side of the 80s

Neanderthals and Philistines should give this aevaerth. www.dperd.com

Farmakon - RobiCandlelight Records USA) By: Dave Schalek
Yet another band from Finland, Farmakon, is a readdition to Candlelight
Records’ ever expanding roster. Does Candleligiehihto sign every band from
5 g Finland? At any rate, | was unfamiliar with Farmaleoprior output until the release
ﬁ}{}.&i}sﬂ\l of “Robin”, the band’s second full-length. Immedigtupon hearing the opening
track, “Time Tables”, you can’t help but make olmsaccomparisons between
Farmakon and Opeth. The same up tempo, progrestyiecof death metal with
serious attention to riffing, time changes, andgsstnuctures that Opeth have
patented over their career is present in spadéRainin”. In addition,
vocalist/bassist Marko Eskola is a dead ringer@arnopy of Mikael Akerfeldt’s
vocal style.
The Opeth comparisons continue with plenty of atoalsinterludes, a few moments of clean vocalg (no
nearly as well done as those of Akerfeldt, howeveslodies, a loud bass, and excellent musicianstiip
of this is pulled off fairly well, but a pure Opetlone will start to wear thin pretty quick, pattiarly if you,
like me, can only take Opeth in measured dosekilyuéarmakon does differentiate themselves with
some unique twists present in their music. Firslike Opeth, Farmakon does incorporate a few fast
moments, even the odd blastbeat or two. These nisrhame definite leanings to a more technical death
metal style, rather than just the straight up peegive style of Opeth. In addition, there are atgazz-like
moments and interludes present on “Robin”, withittidusion of strummed acoustical guitars, a prantn
bass, and saxophone. Some of these moments adtbetateen some sort of lounge act type of musit, an
some rather bizarre, meandering saxophone thatdymd in some basement jazz club at 3 o’clockia t
morning. Kudos to Farmakon for playing around veitime original elements, but the result is rathewenhi
as the weird combinations present within songsbeaquite jarring. Overall, some of these songs,
particularly later in the album, just don’t gel &lger very well into a cohesive whole.
| can’t really say that | can recommend “Robin” &sryone who's not already seriously into Opettouind
that some of the more technical death metal learimgsent early in the alboum were well done, Bauhd
myself getting annoyed and somewhat disinterestdtdeaaloum wore on. Eh.
www.candlelightrecordsusa.com | www.farmakonband.co

Herrschaft - TesléCodes66) Review by Steve Green
! Concepts are, for the most part, completely losinen So if you want to discover
;" (@ * the parallel universes the band have created \isértheir website, which they've
separated into two worlds: The Chaotic LandscapédsTae Sterilized World. Me,
I'll just stick to enjoying the music.

e -rn~+ Herrschaft are an Industrial/Electronic outfit fréirance, and | have to say that |
N really like this album. It's a mixture of Dark Eteanica, pulsating EBM and
possesses more twists and turns than your aveoageopera. If | were so inclined,
e which I'm not, | could quite easily dance alonghathis. Human Soul is a

combination of Ibiza style dance/trance music
and bouncy Industrial flourishes. Quite rightlye thand have included it on their Myspace pagéesasrie
of the albums strongest songs and it's also a gemeésentation of their overall sound.
The danceability factor is very high throughout afidd that quite refreshing, it reminds me ofatireme
version of Jean Michel Jarre, with harsh, almostBIMetal vocals, just to make it sound a littlereno
fucked up. The Defender follows this pattern toléteer, but with a strong Teutonic presence in the
backing vocals. Which in turn is completely at oehdth the music, but it works brilliantly. The &tltrack
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adds an Arabic twist which sounds like Cristinat#sa on Lacuna Coil's early albums (pre-selling.out
Hey, it might even be a sample. But it matters astit keeps the album interesting and fresh. Al t
album does feel very fresh and exciting. Herrschatte incorporated various styles of extreme miasic
create one seamless entity. If you are fed upet#me old shit, give this one a try. www.h-noise¢
www.myspace.com/hnoise

Kerbenok - Der Erde Entwachsen (Gewollte WundenDMiorthern Silence) Review by
Crin

' The debut mcd from this German pagan Black Thrasbtsndeath act, a strangely
i enchanting release from Germanys Kerbenok. The tinaeks here amass to a
lengthy twenty three minutes. The music is melodimospheric Black Metal set to
a mid-tempo beat. Thick guitars surge onwards,ginggthe thick sound across
well constructed riffs and twisting arrangementse Tlute also plays an important
part in the overall musical vision of Kerbenok. Téeés no blatant genre
categorizing here as the band are pretty much dbiigown thing. One needs to
absorb the songs in their entirety to appreciagenhsical vision here. Dark
atmospheres set to misty hillsides and a darklg aftia pagan

winter melts from the music's raging soul. Whenghee is increased, the Black Metal malign bites &
rabid boar ripping at your flesh. Severe riffs neevgth sharp vocal rasps in a melee of rage arstibing
guitars. With three tracks running at various Is\@l intensity, it seems like five or eight havesged when
the mcd ends. Quite mesmerizing stuff. www.northslence.de
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