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7 GAMING & MUSIE

Music: Gardenian: Soulburner/Sindustries

Our Take

They may not have been part of the original Gotheglscene, but Gardenian began in 1996 which wasdr
the time that acts such as Dark Tranquility anBlames were really beginning to come into the syl
Although this particular group would not gain quate much exposure, before they broke up in 2004tiad
managed to release three full length albums. Lest Gardenian’s second and third albums (Soulbwmner
Sindustries) were reissued as a 2 disc set by Nitadl Productions and though they may not be tre ifgou
enjoy the Gothenburg style of melodic death métial $et is worth a listen or two.

Soulburner and Sindustries do offer some similarie another, but is clear that the band did tryesdifferent
things from one album to the other. On Soulburtier,group let their vocalist perform all of the
screaming/growling and brought in guests to sirgdleaner vocal styles. This works quite well asheaf the
three vocalists on the album are able to meshtagdither and offer singing/screaming that is veryerful
while still being a bit lighter than some of théet metal bands out there. For Sindustries Gardedeaided to
change this approach though and simply have tead Vocalist Jim Kjell perform all of the vocalsid certainly
nice to see that between one album and the otheKjhll really wanted to take charge and try toederything
himself, but unfortunately his melodic vocals ater@arly as strong when compared to the guestsfaseb This
isn’t enough of a flaw to make either album not thidistening to, but it does make Soulburner slightore
interesting at times.

The instrumentals on both albums do showcased fériation, but listeners would certainly be atadell that
both discs were from the same band if they didndv it. One of the main differences between Soulbuand
Sindustries is that the group’s sound got a lotlérand fuller on the latter. This is because #edfyproduced
Soulburner while Sindustries saw them utilizingreger producer. In terms of style, both releasemurgy do
fall under the realm of melodic death metal witthistinctive Gothenburg flair to it. However, itétear that the
instrumentalists were trying to push away fromttheots as they moved forward as quite a bit ofrtfagerial on
Sindustries pushes into the realm of melodic metalcather than death metal. Although neither sdeaally
establishes Gardenian as a unique entity with tiezire they do have some good hooks and those avbivel
their material a chance will find something to like

I’'m not quite sure how well Gardenian was promotdeen they were around, but it is also possible tiiney may
not have become as well known as some of the atleéydic death metal bands out there simply bectnese
sounded a little too close to their inspirationstiBof these albums do showcase that they wereahiegi to
break out of the genre mold, but they never q@ehed that point. However, if you do have a tastthis style
and are looking for something that you might hawtheard before Gardenian could fill that void &imd
package does offer some value.

http://www.metalmind.com.pl

Chris Dahlberg
September 15, 2009
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