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Those who particularly admire late eighties / eaiheties Thrash Metal should certainly be
with the legendary Pestilence. Between 1988 to 1288 studio albums were issued. Incor|
influences which range from Jazz fusion to Thrasfdl] Pestilence never embraced their r
with confusion. In addition, the group continuadlyallenged Thrash's limits.

Grouping during mid 1986, Dutch act Pestilence heaga Thrash Metal concern. In all, the
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inaugural lineup boasted the following musiciarstriek Mameli occupying vocals, bass an
Randy Meinhard handling guitar, and Marco Foddipping behind the drumkit. Initial demo
Dysentery arrived in 1987, whereas sophomore déiePenance (1987) announced the arr
Martin Van Drunen (who took over vocal duties, avéntually bass as well). Inking a record
contract with Roadracer Records (later rebrandemdRmner Records), inaugural full length
Malleus Maleficarum was issued in September 1988 with production fkathe Trapp. Guitar
Randy Meinhard left shortly after, and pursued pthasical avenues (most notably Sacros
Theriac guitarist Patrick Uterwijk joined full timeithin Meinhard's position. Opting toward:
Metal leanings, sophomore albu®onsuming Impulse came in December 1989 (with Harris
spearheading production). Van Drunen left the ghoefore a third album could be cut, and
Theo Loomans as the bassist and vocalist of Asphyx.

Cynic's Tony Choy was recruited as bassist, whdvkaseli supplied vocals once again.
Committed to tape at Morrisound Recording in Tantpgarida with the legendary Scott Burr
full length Testimony of the Ancients saw release during September 1991. Never a pennhane
member, Choy was replaced by Jeroen Paul Thessklitrgasingly enamoured with Jazz fu
Pestilence conducted a search to discover a produéamiliar with Metal music. That persc
Steve Fontana, who produced May 19%lseres alongside Mameli. Roadrunner Records 1
the effort, and subsequent touring faced diffi@gltiTensions within the group rose, and so
Pestilence split due to the fact that they feltieative climax” had been reached. Never off
released in Europe, debut albivhalleus Maleficarum was reissued in 1998 via Displeased
Records. As bonus material, b@isentery andThe Penance also featured. August 2006's
Chronicles of the Scourge collected two live shows, namely a performanchatkix Festival i

Veghel, Holland on June 5‘41989, and in Bochum, Germany on NovembdP 1888. Issuec
qmyspace.cam Metal War Productions, it included bonus track “G@aming Impulse”, and the first thousan:

 place ar rieeds. . . . .
urchased by mailorder came with the bonus @scConsuming Rehearsals.
amazoncon P y 9

Back in 1994, Roadrunner Records issued retrosgectimpilationMind Reflections.
. Posthumously collecting Pestilence's greatest sdtwish label Metal Mind Productions dic
ﬂﬁ(ﬁTMEﬁﬂfﬁ remastered the full length using twenty-four batteology. Released as a digipack during

: November 2006, this edition is both hand numberetiimited to two thousand copies. Alsi

NICK KUSHNER

BadctoTop music video for title song “Mind Reflections” coniges bonus content. Equipped with the |
HOME [INTERVIEWS| of hindsight, this compilation disc attracts insréNumerous reasons can be deemed accc
g N%LLBEUQAESFE/\}VES\,/}IEHVE for this, with one simply being the audible sonibsiring their lifetime, the group achieved |
REVIEWS|LINKS| any recognition save for that afforded by the didhdetal community. Hindsight generally v
Cogmg(tliéﬁgmw an individual though, and Pestilence's material wadoubtedly much ahead of its time. The
MORGAN & LUCEM FERO. blistering solos featured upon “Twisted Truth” dfdocess of Suffocation” warm the heart,
All images herein © of the explosive solo which inaugurates prime cut fieate”. In all, one reflects upon those by

fespec“‘;% gg%iggt holders.  days. Pestilence's influence can be easily tratedrmpositions authored by mainstream mi
www lucemfero.com Metal groups, such as In Flames and Children ofoBadTightly fusing crushing Thrash and
Metal ingredients to their very limits, the pounglitdatred Within” maintains an accessible
In its maiden airing, the song was difficult to &e. Prior to its inclusion amongddind Reflecti
track listing, the number originally appeared oa little known 1987 compilatiomeutonic
Invasion, Part 11, of which sales were modest.

In addition, six live cuts feature. Laid down anduiM 1992's legendary Dynamo Open Air 1
the performance occurred a year prior to the gsofipal studio album. Jack Dodd happened to
contribute bass in this instance, figuring as pathe European leg of thiestimony of the Anci
tour. Overtly raw with dirty overtones, “Chemothgyaand “Testimony” apply a fresh eleme
Pestilence's musical stylings. The other four &ftesd from that very concert are the following;
“Dehydrated”, “Presence of the Dead”, “Chronic ktfen”, and “Out of the Body”. Collectivt
these six concluding tracks form an eternal testartoethe group's magnificent live dynamis
comprise the only official live recordings everied by Pestilence until 2006.

In spite of the material generally utilizing rawutality teamed against seething vocals, Pes
vocals maintained an underlying accessibility hp@s this was Pestilence's most striking fi
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Great songwriters lurked within Pestilence's raakstatement which applies to few Metal groups.
Please fail to misunderstand this review, espadiallight of the fact that not all of the group's
studio full lengths were great. In actual fact,esaV can be deemed marginally adequate. Having
said thatMind Reflections is a confirmed and genuine delight. To date, thragilation is the
influential group's magnum opus. The longtime deatsasf an ever burgeoning fanbase prompted
Pestilence's reunion, so their greatest materiglyagto be penned.
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