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Roadkill 

(Video Services Corp, 1989) D: Bruce McDonald w/ Valerie Buhagiar, Don McKellar. Rating: NNNN 


Has it really been 15 years since Bruce McDonald stood up at the Toronto Film Festival luncheon and announced that he was going to use the $25,000 he received with the best Canadian feature prize to buy a really big chunk of hash? Roadkill finally arrives on DVD with a sharp black-and-white transfer from the original negative. McDonald's, screenwriter Don McKellar's and producer Colin Brunton's first feature, it maintains its rude energy and comic nihilism and offers one of the great rock soundtracks. The Ramones' Howling At The Moon is as inextricably wedded to this movie as anything in Tarantino. 

The DVD offers an informative and entertaining commentary by Brunton and McKellar, who tell some tales out of school and offer useful pointers to young filmmakers with no money. My favourite boils down to "Do what you need to do and then ask permission." 

EXTRAS Writer/producer commentary; two Bruce McDonald short films, Elimination Dance and Fort Goof; photo gallery. 
http://www.nowtoronto.com/issues/2004-07-08/movie_videodvd.php
