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More than a decade after filming the final reunion
. tour of legendary (and fictional) Canadian punk

y _ band Hard Core Logo, filmmaker Bruce McDonald
(again played with remarkable authenticity by...

y Bruce McDonald) remains disturbed by the swift
and ugly death of the band's volatile lead singer,
Joe Dick (Hugh Dillon in his first film role). When
McDonald's vastly lucrative Hollywood career (as
with the first Hard Core Logo, we're clearly in an
alternate universe) takes a sudden dive, he can
no longer contain his inquietude. It is then that the singer of punk band Die Mannequin, Care
Failure (played wildly over the top and/or or dead straight by... yes, Care Failure of Die Mannequin)
claims to be possessed by the spirit of Joe Dick, and McDonald sallies forth with a Wiccan video
artist in search of the truth; in search of peace of mind; in search of a bad hangover, and a mid-life
crisis babe, and unusual wildlife.

The original Hard Core Logo is hallowed ground in Canadian cinema, boldly stylistic, darkly funny,
and so unrepentantly in-your-face that many of us could hardly believe it was a Canadian film at the
time: but above all, it's honest. To call it a mockumentary is a misleading convenience; it's really a
hilarious punk tragedy with a documentary conceit. Few films have ever galvanized my attention the
way HCL did in the mid-nineties. Accordingly, this is essentially The Empire Strikes Back for my
adult life. Like Empire, I've waited a significant percentage of my life to date from original to sequel,
and like Empire, the sequel is a more brooding film and leaves us sensing a vastly more complicated
world. Does Hard Core Logo Il live up to the original? Absolutely, though they're rather different
films. If the original HCL is an amphetamine-fueled street fighter trying to punch through your face
to get to your brain, HCL Ilis a self-effacing, philosophical assassin, humbly and genially clowning
around in front of you for your pleasure, and deftly screwing on the silencer when you turn your
back. McDonald gets great effect using personal footage and facts about his real family to
counterweight the comical absurdities of his fictional self. Die Mannequin's tunes keep the
adrenaline pumping, and like Dillon, Failure has a furious presence. The edit is razor sharp. David
Griffith and McDonald's screenplay meshes beautifully with the original film while still accomplishing
something completely different. If there's one more HCL film out there in the ether to make it a
trilogy, 1'l be thrilled again. Hell, if McDonald makes a prequel trilogy, Il probably love those, too.
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Andrew .. fabulous review and thanks for putting the trilogy idea in B's head .. geez.
hehe ,,, This will now be ancther tormenting few years.
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@ Kurt: So true, and so true. Bruce isn't just having banner years, they're prolific banner
years. I'll soon post a review of his new doc, MUSIC FROM THE BIG HOUSE, which also
played Whistler.

And how much Callum? | don't want to spoil content, but there's no new Callum in HCL II -
the appearance in TRIGGER happily fills that void a little, though.

@ Garth: Thanks for the correction - | somehow dropped the word "significant" as Dillon
had a few quick hits on screen before HCL.
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No fucking way, he actually made a sequel? Thought he was joking about it (and clearly,
somehow, missed twitch's previous pieces on it)... God DAMN, | have to see this...

Also, not for nothing but HCL wasn't Hugh Dillon's first film, that was Dance Me Outside.
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ALSO ON TWITCH

Just watched HARD CORE LOGO (this weekend, in the Cinema! - Thanks Toronto
Underground!) and that movie has not aged a damn day. Also, Bruce has had a banner
couple of years, TRIGGER is magnificent. | simply cannot wait to check this out.

Question - how much is Callum-Keith Rennie in this?
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Tim — bricriu1 Hey man, Jodorowsky is
currently shooting a film called "La Danza

Say Hello To The New Twitch!

sitenoise — Big applause for the new look,
: have suggested same size images for a
long time. Wish we didn't have ...

de la Realidad", it is t...
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A Scanner Darkly vs. The Pirate Movie

Kurt Halfyard — ['ll save you a seat,
: although | expect it to be an empty theatre.

filmbuff — Just one correction... the writer
is Tim Macy.
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under his boot heel. Awoman and her young
daughter indicated they wished to pass, prompting
Quinn and his new companion to stand back as far
as the cramped space would allow.They remained
silent until the man, who had again been... More »
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o debra haskell

My God, it's John Simm, not Simon! Please fix
this immediately!

TIFF 2012 Review: EVERYDAY And Its Lovely
Minimalism - 46 minutes ago

Monsiuer Hulot

Agreed. Event Horizon was quality genre
entertainment. Everything else Paul W. S.
Anderson has touched has been garbage. As
noted in this review, itis just stupefying that
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