A Stony Plain artist’s biography

Jeff Healey’s “Last Call” is an 

informal and understated tour de force 

of  jazz and pop music from a golden era

Stony Plain releases a new jazz CD from one 

of Canada’s most loved — and most missed — 

musicians, as his final record is released April 6

The late Jeff Healey built his reputation as a highly unconventional powerhouse rock blues guitarist who sold millions of records and who toured around the world.


But his passion was the joyful, low pressure pop music and classic jazz of the 20’s, 30’s and early 40’s. 

Now Stony Plain, which has issued five Jeff Healey CDs to date, is releasing Last Call, a 14-track collection of jazz on which Healey plays guitar, trumpet and sings, accompanied only by Ross Wooldridge on piano and clarinet, and Drew Jurecka on violin. The CD will be released April 6, 2010.


Throughout, Healey — who died almost two years ago (March 2, 2008) — multi-tracks guitar duets, vocals, and trumpet parts, while his accompanists create the spirit of the past with both accuracy and aplomb. The effect (to paraphrase Jelly Roll Morton) is “sweet, soft and plenty rhythm” — quiet but powerfully swinging.  


In Canada, Stony Plain will also release a Jeff Healey Jazz Wizards concert on DVD on April 6. Beautiful Noise was produced in Toronto in January 2006 by Daniel K. Berman and S. Paul McNulty. The concert features 11 complete songs, with the Jazz Wizards’ full six-piece lineup, fronted by Healey on trumpet and guitar. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Healey’s story is well known. Blinded by a rare eye cancer (retinoblastoma) as a small child, he developed a passion for music, learned many instruments, and finally settled on the guitar, playing it unconventionally across his lap. 

As his reputation as a power-packed blues-based player grew — first in the Toronto area and later nationally in Canada and internationally around the world — Healey  continued to harbour his love for early American jazz and dance music, exemplified by his massive record collection of some 27,500 records, most of them original 78s that he collected assiduously on his worldwide travels. In the late 90’s he started a group he called the Jazz Wizards, playing — for the most part — trumpet, with some acoustic guitar.  

While he continued to play blues rock gigs — particularly in Europe — Healey began to record in the “traditional” jazz style, releasing Adventures in Jazzland in 2002, and Among Friends two years later.  A third classic jazz album, recorded live with British trombonist Chris Barber was released in 2006.

Stony Plain (in Canada) and Ruf Records (world-wide) have released two rock blues albums since he died.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

As he battled a variety of cancer outbreaks in the last two years of his life, he continued to play frequently at the club that carried his name in Toronto, and worked through the sessions that have resulted in Last Call.

It’s a very different album from his other jazz CDs, with a repertoire that includes well known standards (“Deep Purple”, “Autumn in New York”, “Pennies from Heaven”) and more obscure songs from the past (“I’m Holding My Honey’s Hand” and “You Can’t Pull the Wool Over My Eyes.”

Healey plays all the guitars throughout, adding trumpet parts from time to time, acknowledging his debt to Louis Armstrong. He also recreates guitar duets, recalling Eddie Lang and Lonnie Johnson, as well as offering a tribute to jazz violinist Joe Venuti, whose work is recreated by Drew Jurecka.  Ross Wooldridge supplies subtle, perfectly constructed piano solos and accompaniment, as well as occasionally playing clarinet.

Most remarkable, however, are Healey’s vocals, which acknowledge one of his favourite vocalists, Bing Crosby. 

Last Call, Jeff Healey’s final jazz album, is a subtle, thoughtful and gentle collection of songs. It is a heart-warming reminder of what we all lost when he left us.
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