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River Phoenix under the name of River Jude Bottom was born on August 23, 1970 in

Metolius, Oregon, who later in his short years became someone considered to be

Hollywood’s Golden Boy.

His career started out in 1980 when along with his sister, Rain, he made his first

appearance on a TV show called “Fantasy”. He was cast in a short lived TV series called

“Seven Brides for Seven Brothers” in 1982. Once he landed a part in Rob Reiner’s film
“Stand by Me” in 1986 he became a teen idol.

By the age 17 River was making $1,000,000 after only a few of the movies he was in

which he used to support his mother and father along with his 4 sisters and brothers. His
movies basically dominated his while life but was determined to take care of his family

although it added a tremendous amount of stress on him.

In 1987 his family moved to Gainesville, Ga. and it was then when he developed the love for music. River
would turn to his music as a way to help relieve some of the pressure he was under and unfortunately he also

turned to drugs as well. He formed himself a band and his wish was to be known for his music. He took it very

seriously and didn’t want it to be labeled as the music of a Hollywood star.

River Phoenix was in the middle of filming his last movie, “Dark Blood” which was being filmed in the

deserts of Utah. He looked forward to working with his co-star Judy Davis who he admired a great deal but

only to find that she was making his life miserable since she was very hard to work with. He returned to LA to
complete the final three weeks of shooting.
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On the evening of October 30th, 1993 River was to perform with his friend, Michael “Flea” Balzary onstage
at the club Viper Room, owned by Johnny Depp. His younger sister, Rain and brother Joaquin flew into town

to join River at his hotel. His girlfriend, Samantha Mathis had come also to watch him perform. Unfortunately

though River got very disappointed when he learned he was not going to be performing on the stage that
night. None of his friends had any clue of the stress he was under, they had no idea of any problems he had

either. They were all there to get wild and party.

River was partying along with the others at the Viper Room. He was drinking and he was also snorting drugs.
He somehow took a massive speed ball of heroine and cocaine mixed together in a powder form which

caused him to get ill very quickly. He was running to the bathroom, vomiting but no one knew how badly the

drugs had affected him. His body had gone into shock with seizures. An ambulance was called and with his
friend insisting on riding with him to the hospital. River’s body quit on him on his way to the hospital and he

was pronounced dead 1:51 am on October 31, 1993.

Dan Anderson, a toxicologist said that River’s body had a significant amount of heroine and cocaine that was
astronomical. He said the amount was 8 times more than what they would consider to be lethal.

This DVD set, River Phoenix – His Final Hours takes you back to some of his childhood to help us

understand what his life was as a child was like that could have been some of the reasons he led his life as an
adult as he did. It is an interesting follow up of his life and then of the Final 24.

It is so sad. He was only 23 years old with his whole life ahead of him. Drugs are a part of so many people’s

lives these days, young and old. If only something could be done to save those that get addicted to it so they
won’t end up like River Phoenix. River’s Father did his best to try and talk River into taking some time off

and rest before starting to film the movie, “Dark Blood” but failed. As a parent I can only imagine how he

feels now. My heart goes out to them.

To get your copy of this DVD, River Phoenix – His Final Hours -  Final 24 click on the Amazon link above.

Jan Barrett

Let Others Know About This Post These icons link to social bookmarking sites where readers can share and
discover new web pages.
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Whiskey Mike said,
in September 7th, 2010 at 3:57 pm

I have to admit, “Stand By Me” is one of my all time favorite movies. River was an amazing talent, even at

such a young age. If he had survived, he would most likely be putting out mega hits. I think his family lived
like migrants, and moved constantly. That’s a difficult life for a child. I also recall reading they were a humble

bunch which was why River was,and his siblings are, so likable.

michelle said,
in September 7th, 2010 at 10:04 pm

Awww, I loved the movie “Stand By Me” I was a teen when he passed away and I still remember what a big

event his passing was. I agree with Whiskey Mike, if he was still around today he would be big. It is sad to see
people with such talent pass away. Drugs are such a big part of the Hollywood scene and you almost wonder

who ISN’T doing them? So sad. Hopefully his siblings in the showbiz are not making the same mistakes.

Leave A Reply

 Username (*required)

 Email Address (*private)

 Website (*optional)

Advertisements:

» DVD Review: River Phoenix - His Final Hours - Final 24 - Blogger Ne... http://www.bloggernews.net/125213

3 of 7 10/19/2010 2:55 PM



BloggerNews On The Air

We are pleased to announce our latest endeavor, Blogger News is now sponsoring some radio shows on Blog

Talk Radio. You can check our full schedule, and listen to previous broadcasts here, and we hope that you

will join us on the air in this new venture.

 
Listen to internet radio with Simon Barrett on Blog Talk

Radio

Hot Topics, In-Depth:

 

While BloggerNews.net is known to provide up to the minute information on a wide variety of topics, at times

a more in-depth analysis of a topic that is being written about by our writers is warranted. This section of
BNN provides just that – an area of the site that looks deeper into a topic, delves into the actual facts behind

it, and provides more than just a summary overview of what is happening right here and now.

From something as mundane as an overview of how credit scores work, to life and death topics such as
mesothelioma, we are committed to creating a growing library of information for our readers. Click below to

review the topics covered so far, and check back soon as new ones are to be added regularly!

» DVD Review: River Phoenix - His Final Hours - Final 24 - Blogger Ne... http://www.bloggernews.net/125213

4 of 7 10/19/2010 2:55 PM



Click Here to Review our ‘Hot Topics, In-Depth’ section.

Recently Published Topics, by category:

Health: Mesothelioma

Friends Of Blogger News

BNN would like to recognize these two individuals for the enormous help they have provided us in our

investigations

TJ Hart News Director for The Sky 97.3 News Talk Radio

Investigator William Cobra Staubs, Bill comes through when others do not.

BloggerNews.net Wants You!
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