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Sister Smile – The Tragic Tale of the Singing
Nun

Many years ago – 1963, to be
precise – a song came out, and it
quickly became popular all over the
world. Perhaps you remember it, if
you happened to be around during
that time. It has a catchy melody
that went “Dominique, nique,
nique…” -- perhaps one of the
most famous melodies of all time. I
remember it being used by the
marching bands from almost every
high school in my city. Well, even
though the song became a hit, I
never thought about the singer –

until now. The remarkable and unforgettable “Sister Smile –
The Tragic Tale of the Singing Nun” tells us the story of
this famous tune as well as its creator.

The original name of this Italian film is “Sour Sorriso,” and it
is directed by Roger Deutsch, who tried to follow the steps
of Janine, the singer, and put together and speculative
story about what happened to her. It begins with young
Janine (Ginevra Colonna) taking only her guitar, secretly
leaving home, and joining a convent. While there, she
becomes popular due to her talent as a singer. She is
persuaded by the other nuns to record her song. She
successfully gets a record deal, and “Dominque” becomes
an instant hit. However, just when things could not be
better in her life, she unexpectedly leaves the convent. It
is then that we realize that she is a troubled soul. She then
finds shelter in a place that houses young women with
addiction problems, and where she falls for Clara (Simona
Caparrini), its manager. Again, just when we think that
Janine has finally found happiness, she leaves the shelter,
and a heart-broken Clara. Janine goes back home with her
father, which apparently has great influence on her, and
with whom she has a weird relationship. But, following a
sad and tormented trend, she leaves home and continues a
path of self-destruction.

“Sister Smile – The Tragic Tale of the Singing Nun” is a
quite unique film that would have gone unnoticed if it
weren’t for MVD Visual’s vision in distributing it. It catches
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the life of an artistic genius that, like many, inexplicably is
absorbed by the dark side. But, despite that, I can
guarantee that when you finish watching this film, you will
be singing “Dominique, nique, nique…” That is precisely
what I have been doing all day long today before writing
this piece. The DVD includes “Dead People” and “Mario
Makes a Movie,” two short films by director Deutsch. (Italy,
2001, color, 95 min plus additional material) Reviewed on
February 27, 2011. MVD Visual

To purchase DVD, click here or on image above.
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Category

1937 (1)

1956 RKO (1)

19th century britlit classics (1)

2009 (1)

3-d (1)

9 11 2001 (1)

A. Palicki (1)

Abbey Road Studios (1)

Abel Ferrara (1)

Abigail Breslin (1)

Abul-Zen Clan (1)

Academy Award (1)

action (3)

action comedy (1)

Adam Green (1)

Adrien Brody (1)

adventure (1)

Afghanistan (1)

AFI FEST 2007 (1)

african-american (1)

Akin (1)

Alan Arkin (1)

Alan Menken (2)

Alaska (1)

Alastair Fothergill (1)

Aleksey Kravchenko (1)

Alessandro Nivola (1)
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Alexandra Hay (1)

Alfred Molina (2)

Alfredo De Villa (1)

alice cooper (1)

Alice in Wonderland (1)

Alida Valli (1)

aliens (1)

Allison Janney (1)

Amanda Peet (1)

amanda seyfried (1)

Amber Tamlyn (1)

America Betrayed (1)

Anchor Bay Ent (1)

Anchor Bay Entertainment (8)

Anchor Bay Films (1)

Andy Fowle (1)

Andy Samberg (1)

Andy Whitfield (1)

Angela Allen (1)

Angela Winkler (1)

angelica houston (1)

anika noni rose (1)

animal stories (1)

animated (1)

animation (5)

anime (2)

anime blu-ray (1)

anime movie (1)

anjelica huston (1)

Anne Beatts (1)

Anne Fletcher (1)

Anne Hathaway (1)

Anne Heche (1)

Anouk Aimée (1)

Antarctic (1)

apartheid (1)
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argentina (1)

Armin Mueller-Stahl (1)

art house (1)

Arta Dobroshi (1)

Ashton Kutcher (1)

atom egoyan (1)

Attal (1)

avatar (1)

Awai (1)

Ayelet Zurer (1)

B-movies (1)

Bahrain (1)

Balsmeyer (1)

Bambi (1)

Bashful (1)

bbc (1)

BBC Video (1)

beatles (1)

beauty and the beast (1)

Beavis and Butthead (1)

Ben Affleck (1)

Ben Gazzara (1)

Ben Kingsley (1)

ben stiller (1)

Berlin (1)

Bernie Brillstein (1)

Best Music (2)

Best Picture (1)

BET (2)

Betty White (1)

Big Red (1)

Biggs (1)

Bill Hader (1)

Bill Murray (1)

bill wyman (1)

Billy Bob Thornton (1)

Billy Graham (1)
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Black Box (1)

Blake Lively (1)

Blanca Portillo (1)

Blanchard Ryan (1)

blaxploitation (1)

Blu-ray (18)

Blue Moon (1)

Blue Ray (3)

blues rock (2)

Bob Dylan (2)

Bob Marley (1)

Bola de Nieve (1)

Boxer (1)

boycott (1)

Breaking Benjamin (1)

Brendan Toller (1)

brittany murphy (1)

brooklyn (1)

Bruce Lee (1)

Bruce Springsteen (1)

Bruce Willis (2)

Buena Vista Social Club (1)

Buffalo Springfield (1)

Buster Douglas (1)

C. Britton (1)

C. Gigino (1)

Cada Lado (1)

Cannes Film Festival (1)

cantinflas (1)

Carl Fredricksen (1)

Carla Gugino (1)

carmen salinas (1)

Carol Reed (1)

cartoons (1)

Catherine O’Hara (1)

Cathy Smith (1)
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CBS (1)

Celeste Mendoza (1)

censorship (1)

Champion (1)

Chaney (1)

Charles Muntz (1)

Charles Templeton (1)

Chateau Marmont (1)

Chavez Ravine (1)

chicano (1)

Chiwetel Ejiofor (1)

Chris Botti (1)

Chris Franz (1)

Chris Kentis (1)

Christianity (2)

Christians (1)

Christina Ricci (1)

christmas (1)

christopher walken (1)

CineExplore (1)

cinematographer Ciro Cappellari

(1)

classic (1)

classic animation (1)

classic movie (1)

classic rock (3)

classics (1)

Clifton Collins Jr. (1)

Coco Schumann (1)

colin hay (1)

Colombia (1)

colombiana (1)

Columbia Pictures (13)

comedy (5)

concert (1)

Conjunto Folklórico Nacional (1)

corruption (1)
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couples retreat (2)

courtroom drama (1)

Craig T. Nelson (1)

crime drama (3)

Crispin Glover (1)

Cristian Mercado (1)

criterion collection (1)

Cuba (2)

cult classic (1)

cult film (1)

da vinci code (1)

Dan Ackroyd (1)

Dan Brown (1)

Daniel Díaz Torres (1)

Daniel Sunjata (1)

Daniel Travis (1)

danny devito (1)

Danny Glover (1)

dardenne brothers (1)

Das Experiment (1)

Dave Eggers (1)

David Foster (1)

David Getz (1)

David Guggenheim (1)

David Howell Evans (1)

David Mackenzie (1)

dax shepard (1)

Dead People (1)

dean cain (1)

Debra Messing (1)

Deja Kreutzberg (1)

Denzel Washington (1)

Desert Mountain Media (8)

Diamond Edition (1)

Diane Disney Miller (1)

Diane Lane (1)

Digital Copy (2)
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direct to dvd (1)

director George Tillman Jr. (1)

Disaster Capitalism (1)

Discovery Channel (1)

Disney (21)

Disney (BLU-RAY) (1)

disney animation (1)

Disney Blu-ray (1)

disney dvd (1)

district 9 (1)

diving suits (1)

Doc (1)

documentary (1)

Dodger Stadium (1)

Don Bluth (1)

don cheadle (1)

Don Hahn (1)

Dopey (1)

Dr. Ahmad Khalid Abu Nakira (1)

drama (3)

DreamWorks (5)

drew barrymore (1)

Drew Pinsky (1)

drugs (2)

dvd (3)

dvd box set (1)

Dwayne Johnson (1)

Dylan Avery (1)

Dylan Walsh (1)

E. Berkley (1)

E. Chriqui (1)

earth (1)

East Africa (1)

East Los Angeles (1)

Ed Marx (1)

edge (1)
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eduardo arozamena (1)

Eduardo Santander (1)

Edward Burns (1)

EGP (1)

Ehrich Weiss (1)

El Chicano (1)

Elena Bourke (1)

Elizabeth Peña (1)

Elvis Presley (1)

Embale (1)

Emma Bell (1)

Emma Stone (1)

Empire Pictures (1)

Eric Gonzalez (21)

Eric Larson (1)

Erick Gonzalez (2)

Erin Cahill (1)

Erin Cummings (1)

Ernesto Barquet (1)

erotica (1)

estanislao schillinsky (1)

Estela (1)

ethan hawke (1)

etica (1)

Eugenia León (1)

Evan Rachel Wood (1)

Evangelina Sosa (1)

Ewan McGregor (2)

facebook (1)

fairies (1)

fairy tales (1)

faith (1)

family (2)

family films (4)

faster (1)

Felix Chapotin (1)

fiction (1)
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fighting (1)

Film Collaborative (1)

film making (2)

Filming in Mexico (1)

Finland (1)

First Run Features (10)

Fisher Stevens (1)

Flower (1)

Forest Whitaker (1)

Fortino Mario Alfonso Moreno

Reyes (1)

Fouad Habash (1)

france (3)

Frank Sinatra (1)

Frank Wells (1)

Freddy Rodriguez (1)

freedom (1)

French director Jacques Demy

(1)

Friedrich Wilh (1)

friendship (2)

frozen (1)

funny romance (1)

fw murnau (1)

Fyodor Bondarchuk (1)

Gabino Rodríguez (1)

gabriel byrne (1)

Gabriel Gorces (1)

Gabriel Pascual (1)

Galapagos Islands (1)

garbage (1)

Gary Lockwood (1)

Gaza Strip (1)

Gemma Arterton (1)

gene krupa (1)

Geneva (1)

George Harrison (1)
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George Romero (1)

gerard butler (1)

german (2)

german cinema (1)

germany (5)

Ginevra Colonna. Simona

Caparrini (1)

gladiators (1)

gloria lynch (1)

God (1)

goldman sachs (1)

Graciela Lecube (1)

Graham Greene (1)

Grand Central Market (1)

Greg Kimble (1)

Grim Game (1)

Grumpy (1)

Guadalupe Victoria Yoli Raymond

(1)

guitar (1)

guitar gods (1)

Gustavo Sánchez Parra (1)

Guy Hamilton (1)

guzz lightyear (1)

Haldane of the Secret Service

(1)

Hans Christian Andersen (1)

Hans Horn (1)

Happy (1)

Harold Torres (1)

Harvey Keitel (1)

hayao miyazaki (1)

HBO (4)

health care (1)

helen mirren (1)

Helena Bonham Carter (1)

Helio Orovio (1)
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Herbie Hancock (1)

high definition (1)

Himalayas (1)

hip hop (1)

history (2)

hoax (1)

Hollywood’s true visionary (1)

Holmby Hills (1)

Holmes (1)

Holyfield (1)

homosexual (1)

hope (1)

horror (1)

host director Pearl Jr (1)

Howard Ashman (1)

Hughes (1)

Hugo Grosso (1)

human rights (1)

Hurricane Katrina (1)

Hyams and Metcalfe (1)

Héctor Bidone (1)

I. Gutierrez (1)

IFC Films (5)

IFC Films and Baby Shark (1)

Image Entertainment (4)

Inakustik (1)

India (1)

interactive games (1)

International Solidarity (1)

Isaura Espinoza (1)

ISM (1)

Israel (1)

italian (1)

italiano (1)

italy (1)

J. Brolin (1)

Jacques Cluzaud (1)
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Jacques Perrin (1)

jake gyllenhaal (2)

james cameron (1)

James Cromwell (1)

james mcavoy (1)

James Toback (1)

Jamie Foxx (2)

janis (1)

janis joplin (2)

japan (1)

Jason Bateman (1)

Jason Segel (1)

Javier Fuentes-León (1)

Jay Hernández (1)

Jean-Pierre (1)

Jeff Daniels (1)

jeffrey dahmer (1)

Jeffrey Katzenberg (1)

Jeffrey Schwarz (1)

Jerry Bruckheimer (1)

Jesse Eisenberg (4)

Jesse Metcalfe (1)

Jesus (1)

Jews (1)

Jiang (1)

Jim Gaffigan (1)

Jimmy Page (1)

Joe Hill (1)

Joe Wright (1)

Joel Gilbert (1)

Joel Moore (1)

Johansson (1)

John Krasinski (1)

John Anthony Gillis (1)

John C. McGinley (1)

John Cassavetes (1)
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John Cooke (1)

John Cusack (1)

john cusak (1)

John Hamburg (1)

John Hannah (1)

john lasseter (1)

John Leguizamo (1)

John Lennon (2)

John Malkovich (1)

John Till (1)

John Travolta (1)

Johnny Depp (1)

jon heder (1)

Jonathan Mostow (1)

joplin (2)

Jorge Perugorría (1)

Joseph Cotton (1)

josh duhamel (1)

Joshua Weigel (1)

Joshua Winslow Groban (1)

José Luis Gómez (1)

José Marti (1)

Juan Pablo Campa (1)

Judy Belushi-Pisano (1)

Julianne Moore (2)

Justin Long (1)

justin timberlake (1)

Jérémie Renier (1)

Kalahari Desert (1)

Kalle Laar (1)

Kapur (1)

Karloff (1)

kate beckinsale (1)

Keanu Reeves (1)

Kenny Ortega (1)

Kent Mackenzie (1)

Kevin Zegers (1)
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Khost Province (1)

kidnapping (1)

kids (1)

killing (1)

King of Pop (1)

Kino International (7)

Kirk Douglas (1)

kristen bell (1)

Kristen Stewart (1)

Kristen Wiig (2)

La Havana (1)

Laguna Productions (2)

Larry David (1)

Las Vegas (1)

latin legends (1)

latin music (1)

Laura Lau (1)

Lazua Larios (1)

Led Zeppelin (1)

lehman brothers (1)

Lenny Kaye (1)

Lesley Chilcott (1)

Leslie Cardé (1)

Lewis Carroll (1)

Liam James (1)

Liam Neeson (1)

life sciences (1)

Lilian Rosado (1)

Lionsgate (7)

Lisa Owens (1)

live recordings (2)

Liz Gallardo (1)

London (1)

Los Abrazos Rotos (1)

Los Lobos (1)

lotso (1)
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love triangle (2)

Luc Dardenne (1)

Lucia Micarelli (1)

Lucy Lawless (1)

Lugosi (1)

Luis Avila (1)

Luis Felipe Tovar (1)

Luis Guzmán (1)

luis machin (1)

Maggie Gyllenhaal (1)

Major Avital Leibovich (1)

Malo (1)

Malte Ollroge (1)

mama cass elliot (1)

Man From Beyond (1)

Mangusta Productions (1)

Manolo Cardona (1)

Manu Bennett (1)

Manuel García-Rulfo (1)

March 24 1874 (1)

Marcus Coloma (1)

Margarita Levieva (1)

Maria Bello (1)

Maria Isabel Diaz (1)

Mario Giordano (1)

Mario Makes a Movie (1)

Mark Linfield (1)

Marshall Fine (1)

Marston (1)

Martha Plimpton (1)

martial arts movie (1)

Martin Sheen (1)

Martin Starr (1)

Martini Movies (1)

marvin gaye (1)

Mary Steenburgen (1)

Master Mystery (1)
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Matson Films (1)

Matt McGrath (1)

Maximilian Schell (1)

Maya Rudolph (1)

mayra serbulo (1)

mercy malick (1)

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (1)

Mexican cinema (1)

mexico (2)

Miami (1)

Michael Douglas (1)

Michael Eisner (2)

Michael Jackson (2)

Michael Jai White (1)

Michael Joplin (1)

michael moore (1)

michael shannon (1)

michelle monaghan (1)

Microcinema International (2)

Mike Newell (1)

Mike O’Connell (1)

Mikhail Porechenkov (1)

Milagros Alarcón (1)

Milestone Film and Video (4)

milla jovovich (1)

mimi rogers (1)

Minghella (1)

Minister of Autumn (1)

Miramax (10)

Mita Kunis (1)

mmigration (1)

Monami Productions (1)

Mongolia (1)

Monica Alfonso (1)

Monica Bellucci (1)

Montserrat De León (1)
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Morgan Lily (1)

Mujahideen (1)

Museo de Música (1)

musical (1)

Muslims (1)

MVD Visual (10)

MVD Visual. director Roger

Deutsch (1)

mystery (2)

Nair (1)

narcotrafico (1)

natalie portman (1)

nathan fillion (1)

Native Americans (1)

nature (1)

Neill Blomkamp (1)

neo-noir (1)

Neverland (1)

New Line (1)

new york (1)

new york city (1)

New Yorker Films (2)

New Yorker Video (1)

Nick E. Tarabay (1)

Nigel Cole (1)

noah baumbach (1)

Noam Chomsky (1)

nuclear war (1)

nudity (2)

O2 Arena (1)

October 31 1926 (1)

old school (1)

Oliver Jackson-Cohen (1)

Oliver Platt (1)

Oliver Wood (1)

Ollie Johnston (1)

Omara Portuondo (1)
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oprah winfrey (1)

Original Score (1)

Original Song (1)

Orson Welles (2)

Overture Films (4)

Paramount (23)

Paramount Centennial Collection

(1)

Paramount Comedy Central (1)

Paramount Criterion Collection

(2)

Paraná River (1)

Patricia Clarkson (1)

Patti Smith Group (1)

paul mccartney (2)

Paul Rudd (1)

Paul Wernick (1)

PBS (2)

Pedro Almodovar (3)

Pedro Pérez Rosado (1)

peeping tom (1)

penelope cruz (1)

Penny Chenery (1)

Peru (1)

Pete Seeger (1)

Peter Coyote (1)

Peter Donahue (1)

Peter Falk (1)

Peter Jackson (1)

Peter Mensah (1)

peter riegert (1)

Peter Schneider (1)

pierce brosnan (1)

Pixar (2)

Pixie Hollow (2)

planet earth (1)

police (1)
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politics (1)

Pope (1)

Portman (1)

post-apocalyptic (3)

pregnancy (1)

producer Todd Black (1)

protest music (1)

Public Enemy (1)

Pulp Fiction (1)

Queen Clarion (1)

Quentin Tarantino (1)

Rachel Aliene Corrie (1)

Rachel Corrie (1)

racism (1)

Randall Wallace (1)

Randy Wayne (1)

Rashida Jones (1)

Ratner (1)

Real Fiction Filmverleih (1)

Rebecca Miller (1)

Reprise Records (1)

Rhada Mitchell (1)

Rhett Resse (1)

Richard Coyle (1)

Richard Gage (1)

richard gere (1)

ringo starr (1)

Robert Bailey Jr. (1)

robert de niro (1)

Robert Downey Jr. (1)

Robert Krasker (1)

robert miano (1)

Robert Teitel (1)

Roberto Sosa (1)

Robin Wright (1)

robots (1)

rock (1)
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Rock City (1)

Roger Ebert (1)

Roman Empire (1)

Roman Polanki (1)

roman polanski (1)

romance (1)

rome (1)

Ron Miller (1)

Ronald Emmerich (1)

Ronald Pickup (1)

Roxy (1)

Roy Disney (1)

Ruben Fleischer (1)

Russia (1)

Ryan Reynolds (1)

S. Baker (1)

Sam Andrew (1)

Sam Mendes (1)

sam rockwell (1)

San Sebastian International (1)

Sandra Bullock (2)

Saturday Night Live (1)

Scandar Copti (1)

science (1)

science fiction (1)

scifi (1)

Scott Glenn (1)

Screen Media Films (2)

Sebastian Gutierrez (1)

Sebastian Iradier (1)

Sebastián Hiriart (1)

secretariat (1)

Septeto Nacional de Piñeiro (1)

seven dwarfs (1)

sex (1)

Shabir Kabaha (1)
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Shami Cohen (1)

Shane West (1)

Sharlto Copley (1)

Sharon Stone (1)

Shawn Ashmore (1)

Sherman Alexie and Sean

Axmaker (1)

Shirley Knight (1)

sicko (1)

siete enanos (1)

Sigrid Faltin (1)

silent film (1)

silent films (1)

Simon Callow (1)

Simone Bitton (1)

sixties (2)

Sleepy (1)

Smokey Wendell (1)

Sneezy (1)

SNL (1)

social justice (1)

Sonic Youth (1)

Sony (6)

Sony Pictures (19)

Sony Pictures Classics (10)

South America (1)

Southern Africa (1)

spanish (3)

special effects (1)

Spinks (1)

Stanley Kubrick (1)

Start Productions (1)

Starz (1)

Stellan Skarsgard (1)

straightjackets (1)

Studio Canal (1)

studio ghibli (1)
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suicide (1)

Sully Diaz (1)

Sundance (1)

superstition (1)

surrogate (1)

Susan Blakely (1)

suspense (4)

Switzerland (1)

Talking Heads (1)

Tamara Feldman (1)

tangled (2)

Tariqh Akoni (1)

Tatiana Artengo (1)

teen (1)

Tel-Aviv (1)

telenovela (1)

Terror Island (1)

Thais Valdés (1)

Thandie Newton (1)

The Case for Christ (1)

The Case for Faith (1)

The Case for the Creator (1)

The Clash (1)

The World According to Nikki (1)

Think Film (3)

Thomas Mc Carthy (1)

Thomas Noguchi (1)

Thomas Tull (1)

thoughtprovoking (1)

thriller (8)

Thumper (1)

Thurston Moore (1)

Tierra (1)

Tim Burton (1)

tink (1)

tinker bell (1)

to see list (1)
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Toby Bluth (1)

Toby Kebbell (1)

Tom Hanks (1)

Tony Scott (1)

Touchstone (6)

Trevor Howard (1)

tricia weight reviews (1)

Triple Crown (1)

TriStar (1)

trivia (1)

tunnel rats (1)

Twentieth Century Fox (3)

Tyson (1)

u2 (1)

Ukraine (1)

underrated movies (1)

United States of America

government (1)

Universal (2)

universal healthcare (1)

US Army Corps of Engineers (1)

US-Mexico border (1)

USACE (1)

Vadim Glowna (1)

Vampisoul (1)

Vanessa Ferlito (1)

Vanity Fair (1)

Vatican (1)

Vendela Vida (1)

Venevision International (4)

Venevisión International (6)

Ving Rhames (2)

vinyl (1)

violence (1)

Vitiligo (1)

walt (1)

walt disney (1)
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War (1)

Warner Brothers (7)

Well Go USA Entertainment (1)

wesley snipes (1)

Wienerworld (1)

wildlife (1)

Will Barratt (1)

William Macy (1)

William Schloss (1914-1977) (1)

wolf (1)

Women Make Movies (1)

Woody Allen (2)

Woody Guthrie (1)

Woody Harrelson (2)

World Trade Center (1)

world war ii (1)

wrestling (1)

writer Brian Helgeland (1)

writer Peter Chiarelli (1)

Writer/Director Mike Judge (1)

writers directors Gregg Mottola

and Jesse Eisenberg (1)

Wynona Ryder (1)

Yaron Shani (1)

Youssef Sahwani (1)

youth (1)

yussuf abu-warda (1)

Zvyagintse (1)
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