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Directed by Matthew Robinson
By Keith Carman

It might not seem as such on the outside, but when one delves into the lives of indie

rockers Deerhunter, progressive metal brigade Mastodon and garage twerps the Black

Lips, there's a unifying factor that brings these disparate bands together. Not only are

they the focus of director Matthew Robinson's feature-length documentary, We Fun,

but they're all from the exact same stomping grounds: Atlanta, GA. Somehow, that's

supposed to mean that despite their aural deviations, there is a grassroots tie-in for all

of them: they're proud of their home, relish it and as we hear during interviews/see

during live footage, there's an understated vein of respectful support that runs through

Atlanta's music world, resulting in that city's bands becoming universally revered.

Interestingly, while such is the focal point of We Fun, Robinson's work extends beyond

the simple scope of those few square miles and their indelible influence on various

musical climates. Watching the Black Lips' internal hissy fits, an elongated Deerhunter

gig, some insightful reflection from Mastodon and even traces of lesser-known acts on

their home turf aren't situations specific only to this geographical location. The ennui

that inspires these artists is exactly the same across the planet, save for what locals

dub the "Peter Pan Syndrome," a situation where these rockers just don't want to grow

up and endlessly hunt within their own creativity to stay boys, for better and worse.

Still, it's that understanding of how musical politics are identical everywhere that

ensures We Fun is more than a simple scene profile. Unfortunately, the DVD delivers

diminishing returns on the bonus material side. A tribute to fallen cohort B Jay Womack

and film trailer are of little consequence to those who don't know Womack after just

watching it, while an in-the-living-room performance of "Calvary Scars" by two

Deerhunter members comes across as self-indulgent, adding little to the strength of

We Fun. (MVD)
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The Roots - Band of Brothers
The history of the Roots
is rife with the themes of
collaboration,
improvisation and
experimentation ―
hallmarks of a vintage
jazz ensemble all; the
Roots are not jazz, yet
they are that too. Forever refusing to deliver the
expected album and neglecting to bite their
collective tongue, the Illadelph collective has
broken artists, broken records, broken rules, and
broken through to popular culture.... Read More

Mares Of Thrace - The Moulting
It's basic trivia that the
Black Widow spider is
one of nature's most
enticing, yet deadly.
creatures. Still, not until
being confronted by
potential toxic poisoning
do we really consider
how the little fuckers could destroy us in one
instinctive twitch of the nervous system. They
command our respec... Full Review

Music Summer School - Proposed New Copyright

Bill C-32
No doubt Canada's
Copyright Act
desperately needs
updating. The last
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amendments were
written eons before
digital technology
busted open the creative
industries' ability to control the supply and
consumer cost of content.... Read More
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