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Shonen Knife focuses on fun
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Still going strong: After nearly three 

decades, Japanese popsters Shonen 

Knife continue to make happy music and 

go on tour. (Courtesy photo) 

 

Almost three decades into its career, the 

Osaka trio Shonen Knife has a brand-new 

lease on life in the U.S., thanks to the Goo 

Goo Dolls’ enterprising bassist Robby Takac. 

His J-Rock-themed Good Charamel Records is 

unleashing three new releases from Naoko 

Yamano and crew — English-language 

versions of their last two Japanese albums 

“Fun Fun Fun” and “Free Time,” plus a full-

length concert DVD, “Live at Mohawk Place.” 

The band plays two Bay Area shows this 

weekend.

Can you believe it’s been almost 30 years of Shonen Knife? I know! For 

me, if I stop and think that 30 years have passed, it’s amazing. But I spend 

almost every minute of every day working, so I don’t feel like such a long time 

has passed. I’ve been very busy.

Did you find time to get married, have children? Yes. I have just one child, 

a daughter who is 10 years old. And she respects me doing Shonen Knife, but 

she doesn’t like rock music. She prefers classical music. Children don’t usually 

listen to their parents anyway, so if parents like classical music, their children 

listen to rock. And if the parents like rock music, their children might instead 

choose hip-hop or classical. But she has started to play harmonica, keyboards 

and vibraphone, although she is so shy, she doesn’t like to play in front of 

people.

Were there times when you considered quitting? From the beginning, when 

I first asked Michie and Atsuko to be members, I was never even thinking I 

would create Shonen Knife. But fortunately, over the years I could always find 

good new members, so I could continue the band. And I’m still having fun with 

the new members, so I hope Shonen Knife will never die. Just like a zombie!

Were you recently invited by curator Matt Groening to play the All 

Tomorrow’s Parties Festival in London? Yes! And I didn’t know that he was a 

big fan of Shonen Knife. But I like “The Simpsons.” A lot. We even covered the 

“Simpsons” theme song, “Do the Bartman,” a long time ago. So I was so honored 

to be chosen by him, and now I have his autograph on my ATP backstage pass, 

and he drew Simpsons characters on it.
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Chicago: we want Rahm 
Quickie poll by the We Ask America folks on 
the Chicago mayor race shows Rahm Emanuel 
at 30%, Sheriff Tom Dart at 14%, 
Congressmen Jesse Jackson Jr. and Luis 
Gutierrez each at... 

—Michael Barone

Contain your excitement kids! Obama 

giving another back-to-school address 
Remember all the hoopla over Obama’s back-

to-school speech? It turned out to be more 
anodyne than political, but annoying to many 
nonetheless. Well, he’s doing it... 

—Mark Hemingway

Obama agitated Republicans won’t help 

elect Democrats 
Or at least that’s the headline I would have 
put on this Mark Halperin item, “Obama 
Losing Patience“: The President and his top 

advisers have betrayed... 
—Mark Hemingway

How a conservative organization got 

kicked off of a college campus 
A student at Palm Beach State University tells 
The Examiner she was prevented from 
recruiting members for a fledgling 
conservative club during a campus rush event 
for... 

—J.P. Freire

More Beltway Confidential posts...
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What is the most important lesson you’ve learned in Shonen Knife? I 

think just having fun with music. And also I would like our audience to have fun 

through our music, as well. I think that is the most important thing.

 

IF YOU GO

Shonen Knife

Where: The Uptown, 1928 Telegraph Ave., Oakland

When: 9 p.m. Saturday

Tickets: $14

Contact: www.ticketweb.com

Where: Bottom of the Hill, 1233 17th St., San Francisco

When: 9 p.m. Sunday

Tickets: $12 advance, $14 door

Contact: www.bottomofthehill.com

 

Man who tried to rob cop’s house sentenced to two 
years

Boy violently assaulted in latest iPod theft

Unusual weather leaves some SF neighborhoods 
without power

Driver accused in fatal hit-and-run arraigned

Windsurfing trip turns into waterlogged nightmare

Oakland Airport tram gains needed funds

Young punk assaults, robs elderly woman

Fidel Castro apologizes for sending cuban gays to 
labor camps, Foreign Policy says he deserves 
‘plaudits’

Maniac with razor blade threatens pedestrians
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Gambate Naoko-chan! Shonen Knife rocks ! 
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