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Shonen Knife - 'Live At Mohawk Place 2009' DVD (MVD 
Visual) 
Written by Ian Bell    
Thursday, 16 September 2010 05:00 

Lunch time, Wednesday 27th November 1991. 
One goth, one indie creature, one metaller and 
one punk meet in the student bar at the Poly of
Wales (now Uni of Glamorgan) straight from 
lectures as planned. Ok, nothing unusual about 
that but this was going to be a special day 
because, as all the sporty types headed to their 
changing room of choice for some
bonding via an afternoon dedicated to sports.  
The more intelligent group (I would like to 
believe anyway) leaving the bar at
were jumping into a car ready- loaded with the 
necessary cans, bottles, fags, crisps, chocolates 
and medicinal extras on our way to Birmingham 
to check out the triple bill of Nirvana, Shonen 
Knife, and Captain America at the Hummingbird 
(most recently know as the Academy).
 
It wasn't that I was a fan of any bands on the bill but 
when offered the chance I wasn't going to
a road trip and a gig with some mates 
this was before Nirvana exploded and took over the 
world. I think 'Nevermind' had only been out a few 

weeks and so was far from being known as the classic it is now. As for Captain America, gawd 
only knows, another NME indie approved flash in the pan maybe. My memory isn't as it was so 
I can't remember if we simply missed Captain America or they were that forgettable, but I have 
never forgotten Shonen Knife from that night, that is despite never really following it up and 
seeing them again on any following tours or buying any of their now 17 album back catalogue. 
Well not untill very recently, (err, as in ordered yesterday) and that was as a result of 
seeing this DVD. On the 1991tour they would have been out on the road in support of their then 
current album '712', or album number five. Nirvana that night, well, Mr C had some sort of hissy
fit and I don't think they lasted more than 45 minutes which left me thinking what was all the 
fuss about, to be honest.
 
Anyway on to the reason for this review, a Shonen Knife DVD, and as it says on the tin, 'Live At 
Mohawk Place 2009', a club in Buffalo NY and it really is a club with a requirement of what
have only been two camera angles but, having seen other live in clubs DVDs, in this instance it 
doesn't detract from the enjoyment at all. A superb editing job keeps things moving enough and 
it helps that the band play 17 songs in less than an hour and is honest enough to show clips of
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Primal Fear/Brainstorm – 

London, Relentless Garage - 25th 

September 2009 
Bigelf - 'Cheat The 

Gallows' (Powerage Records) 
Crash Street Kids - 

'Transatlantic Suicide' (Virgin 

Records) 
Brainstorm – ‘Memorial 

Roots’ (AFM Records) 
The Meatmen - ‘Cover The 

Earth’ (Meat King Records) 

Todd Youth - The Chelsea 

Smiles 
Todd Youth - The Chelsea 

Smiles 
The Hickey Underworld - 'The 

Hickey Underworld' (Naive) 
Anti-Nowhere League/All The 

Bodies - Plymouth, The Hippo - 

29th October 2009 
Von Benzo - 'Self 

Titled' (Orange Haze/Sound 

Pollution) 
Nirvana – ‘Bleach 20th 

Anniversary' (Sub Pop/Warner) 

and ‘Live At 

Reading’ (Universal) 
Motorhead/The 

Damned/Girlschool – Newport, 

Leisure Centre – 13th November 

2009 
Them Crooked Vultures - 'Self

-Titled' (RCA/Sony) 
The Damned – Gloucester, 

Spiegeltent – 30th November 

2009 
'Extremely Sorry' Soundtrack 

(Volcom Entertainment) 
Heavenly – ‘Carpe 

Diem’ (AFM) 
Strike Twice - 'Self 

Titled' (Eonian Records) 
Lemmy - Motorhead 

Rock Urban Legends 
Buzzov*en - 'Violence From 

The Vault' (Relapse) 
Zico Chain/To The 

Bones/Thick Black Theory - 

them travelling around in their transit van. The thing that comes across when they are 
interviewed and in the live footage is that these are the type of people, we have all known them 
but very rarely, that it is impossible to dislike for any reason and this is what I remembered from
when I saw them many years ago, ever so Japanese style polite, pleasant and full of charm.
 
The songs however are mini melodic punk pop explosions and despite their claims to be 
influenced by Motorhead, Judas Priest, Black Sabbath and Doobie Brothers etc, for me it
more the energy and delivery of the likes of the Pixies, Ramones, White Stripes, and even The 
Jam, obviously with the Japanese accented female vocals. Highlights include the opening track 
'Konnichiwa' which sets the scene wonderfully along with 'Banana Chips', 'Super Group', 'BBQ 
Party', 'Muddy Bubbles Hell' and 'Giant Kitty'. Only lead vocalist Naoki Yamano 
the Nirvana tour aside from the brief appearance of Atsuko Yamano (who was the drummer 
back then before becoming the bass player) who joins her old band on stage for the encore of 
'Fruits And Vegetables'.
 
Overall, watching this live DVD was like reuniting with an old acquaintance who was never 
really a close mate, getting a reminder of what quality company they were. Now I'm just looking
forward to the albums arriving through the letter box.
 
www.myspace.com/shonenknife
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Bristol, Thekla – 26th January 

2010 
All Time Low - 'MTV 

Unplugged' (Hopeless Records) 
Jon Oliva’s Pain – 

‘Festival’ (AFM Records) 
The Master Plan - 'Maximum 

Respect' (Nicotine Records) 
Japanese Voyeurs - 'That Love 

Sound / Blush' (Slimeball 

Records) 
Fu Manchu - London, 

Islington O2 Academy - 28th 

January 2010 
Voivod - 'Tatsumaki Japan 

2008' DVD (MVD Visual) 
Gamma Ray - 'To The 

Metal' (Ear Music) 
Trashtown Thrillers - 'A Red 

Rose & A Shotgun Kiss' (Self 

Released) 
Brijitte West - Interview 

Exclusive 
Drop Dead Rock (MVD 

Visual) 
Bigelf/Priestess – Oxford, O2 

Academy 2 – 20th February 

2010. 
The Smoking Hearts - Cardiff, 

Clwb Ifor Bach - 23rd February 

2010 
Lostprophets/Kids In Glass 

Houses/Sharks - Yeovil, 

Westland Leisure Complex - 21st 

February 2010 

Priestess – ‘Prior To The 

Fire’ (Tee Pee Records) 
The Smoking Hearts - 'Pride 

Of Nowhere' (George Street 

Records) 
Saint - 'Hell Blade/Crime 

Scene Earth 2.0' (Retroactive 

Records) 
Rusty Eye - 'Possessor' (Self 

Released) 
Blank Generation 

(MVDvisual) 
Skindred - Newport, The 

Bassment - 19th March 2010 
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Phantom X – ‘This Is 

War’ (Perris Records) 
Reverend Horton 

Heat/Deadbolt - Camden, 

Electric Ballroom - 25th March 

2010 
Black Sabbath – ‘Heaven And 

Hell/Mob Rules/Live Evil' 

Expanded Editions (Universal) 
War Machine Roger - Die 

Wasted - Gig From Hell 
The Automatic/Straight 

Lines/Eric Unseen - Cardiff, 

Barfly - March 31st 2010 
Mo Mayhem - Hell City 

Glamours - Interview Exclusive 
Michael Monroe - London, 

Islington O2 Academy - 9th 

April 2010 
Bloodlights - 'Simple 

Pleasures' (Silversonic Records) 
Michael Monroe Über 

Interview Exclusive!! 
The Adjusters - 'Reckless 

Relations' (Zodiac Killer 

Records) 
Raising Sand - 'All Out 

War' (Bullseye Records) 
Tigertailz - Cardiff, Fuel - 

17th April 2010 
Mad Lee Riot - 'Terra In 

Cognito' (Liquorpond St 

Productions) 
Captain Poon - 

Bloodlights/Gluecifer - Interview 

Exclusive 
Sun Dial - 'Self 

Titled' (Shrunken Head Records) 
Ricky Warwick/Smithgrind - 

Pontypool, The Hog And Hosper 

- 25th April 2010 
Dio/Warlock - Newport 

Centre - 11th December 1987 
Snew - 'We Do What We 

Want' (Maman Music) 
The Joystix - 'So Low 

City' (Self Released) 
Primal Fear - 'Live In The 

USA' (Frontiers Records) 
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Kani - 'Rockabeast' (Nicotine 

Records) 
Judas Priest - 'British Steel 

(Deluxe Edition)' (Columbia) 
A Life In Music # 5 by Lord 

Zion of SPiT LiKE THiS 
Seeb and Tobi - Orden Ogan - 

Interview Exclusive 
My Uncle The Wolf - 

'Flush' (Cargo Records) 
Motochrist - 'Corvette 

Summer' (BMI) 
Fast Boys - 'Rock 'N' Roll 

Trash' (Zodiac Killer Records) 
Kinn - 'Self Titled EP' (Self 

Released) 
Curtis Don Vito - Snew - 

Interview Exclusive 
Sasquatch - 'III' (Small Stone 

Records) 
Snakestorm - 'Choose Your 

Finger' (Kabuki Records) 
Jorn - 'Dio' (Frontiers 

Records) 
Fozzy - London, Relentless 

Garage - 15th May 2010 
Hawkwind - 'Blood Of The 

Earth' (Eastworld) 
Simon Chainsaw - 'Eight 

Times Lucky' (Kicking Records) 
Hytest - 'Dishing Out The 

Good Times' (Impedance Music) 
House Of Broken Promises - 

'Using The Useless' (Small Stone 

Records) 
Lilygun - 'Peace Of 

Mind' (Self Released) 
Rain - 'Dad Is Dead' (Aural 

Music) 

GLENN HUGHES announces 

exclusive VIP tickets for 

upcoming UK tour 
The Workhorse III - 'Self 

Titled' (DRP Records) 
Pantera - 'Cowboys From Hell' 

Expanded Edition (Rhino) 
Skanska Mord - 'The Last 

Supper' (Small Stone Records) 
Alunah - 'Fall To Earth' - 10" 

Vinyl EP (Nasoni Records) 
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The Sword - 'Warp 

Riders' (Kemado Records) 
Lucifer Star Machine - 'Street 

Value Zero' (Nicotene Records) 
The Uncommon Houseflies - 

'Excrement Weather' (Maggot 

Records) 
Valis - 'Dark Matter' (Small 

Stone Records) 
Captain Zapped - 'Self 

Titled' (Self Released) 
Dead Confederate - 

'Sugar' (Kartel Records) 
Complete Failure - 'Heal No 

Evil' (Relapse) 
Black Mountain - 'Wilderness 

Years' (Jagjaguwar Records) 
The Pretty Reckless - 'Light 

Me Up' (Polydor) 
ANNIHILATOR offer fans a 

FREE download compilation 

album 
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