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Dead Kennedy's East Bay Ray Retums With New
Band, CD

I’'m not sure if it's fair to say that East
Bay Ray was the “secret ingredient” in V)

the Dead Kennedy’s, but | always felt SHOT DAY RAY mw s

he never received the recognition he ﬂ-”“ll LLER Qm |I L@S |
deserved in that band. His melding of
classic surf-tones with the speeded-up
qualities of punk was simply brilliant.
One listen to “Holiday In Cambodia”
confirms this even 30+ years later.
This was the type of combination | was
hoping for with East Bay Ray and the
Killer Smiles. As it turns out, it is an
interesting album, and something of a

mixed bag. « Ti
. . . G

The vocals of Skip McKipster are a far cry from m%v over-the-top style Jello Biafra l
, . . : . Lu

employed. | really don’t mean for this review tovpeefcg nggtrpgﬁgé%g%‘pggwgfn the Dead S¢
Kennedys and East Bay Ray and the Killer Smitessuouit: ihisnbandanot commeestien the T
differences. For one thing, the politics seem to 15&1éft behind. SL
C

If there are politics at play with the Killer Smiles, they are the politics of the personal. -

“The Heart Is Something” is a bittersweet attempt to explain what%eems to be the
end of a love affair. You have to give the group credit for the programming of the CD,
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and Greg Reeves (bass) with a killer opportunity to strut their stuff. Videos
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Buy now on Amazon.com Lo
all-
Not that there are any real duds, on the album, but some tracks are better than on
others. “It’'s Broken,” “The Runner,” and “Safe And Sound” have their moments, but
did not really blow me away. At least not right off. For all | know, they may grow on L
me later. On an album like this, where the goog fle}r outweighs the average, | am tT:
certain | will be listening to it quite a few more times before filing it. Bli
. ) New! ) ) otf
I’'m A User” is a great example of the duality owgé%géq%r&inggdeﬂg%u%_wnh a
descending guitar run from East Bay Ray, | wasHedlyoexpectingesamething asbeilliant <
as “Holiday.” Instead, it turns into something of®41*4bove-average rock song. Well, Tr
that’s fine - and better than a lot of music | have heard recently. Then towards the (H
Nig

end, the band just lets it rip, and again East Bay Ray’s trademarksound is front and
center - and you find yourself skipping back to hear it again and discover how well it
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For Rotting Vegetables was great, and “Rawhide” from In God We Trust Inc., was. Tt
even better. | never knew where this sense of humor came from though. The final Ify
song on East Bay Ray and the Killer Smiles seems to answer the question. They do :’hee
a version of the old Tennessee Ernie Ford hit “16 Tons” which ranks right up there
with the best tribute/send-up songs | have heard. It is the perfect way to close out the E
album. W
A mixed review perhaps, but this is a mixed record. There are a lot of different ¢(:
elements involved, and | have a feeling part of that is a desire to work together as a yol
band. East Bay Ray and the Killer Smiles is definitely a band effort, and well worth eq
checking out - especially for fans of this punk legend. c
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Posted on Thursday, January 26, 2012, by Greg Barbrick
Tags: East Bay Ray
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The Vibrators - Pure Punk

The title says it all and | wouldn't have it any ?ther way!
Posted on Thursday, March 22, 2012, by Gregiarbrick
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Tord Gustavsen Quartet - The Well Jazz Review

"Abstract lullabies" is just one description OK
Posted on Friday, March 16, 2012, by Greg Barbrick
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Anders Jormin - Ad Lucem Review
Swedish jazz from another world
Posted on Wednesday, March 14, 2012, by Greg Barbrick
Read More
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