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W-hen my mother began
dattng my stepfather in the
mid-Seventres, he was a vi ' i le

/oung buck lo()krng to put lrs
paws on my keeper, so he did
the nght thing ard bought 'ne

a boofy'record. Many nights I
sat  a lone in hrs l rv ing room,
weanng hrs enoflnous, cupped
headphones, I stening to.I1!y.
Ni lsson's  197:L c in i ldren 's
Gnt6-fre PolnfJ, following
along closely with the acccm-
panying i l lus;trated booklet.
There I met Oblio (voiced cn
DVD by The Brady Bunch's
Mike Lookrnland) ,  a k id wi th a
round head who grows up n
the Land of Point, where
eveMhrng has or"re. A poin.,
that rs. After beatrng the
CQUnt's kid at triangle toss,
Oblio is banisfrecl to the

Pointless Forest, returning
later to a hero's welcome,
havrng found that everything
in tne Pointless Forest has
6ns. A point.

Despite my lifelong devotion
to th is  a lbum ("Me and My
Arrow" is the pop song to end
all pop songs), I never saw
the W special, which atred
periodically throughout the
Seventies. Narrated by Nilsson
pal Ringo Stan in 1985 when

The Point! went to VHS, the
animated version rs a psyche-
delic Maurice Sendak-meets-
the Beatles kind of freak-out
perfect for kids. Nilsson's
dreamy pop song craft is as
beautrful as eve( but this ver-
sion is, for people familiar wrth
the record, less exciting. The
songs, which to my ears are
the crowning achlevement of
the man who brought the
world "One" and "Everybody's
Talkrn'," fail to cut through tne
tedious and dumbed-down W-
special dialogue found here.
That said, the DVD wrl/ whet
appetites for the soundtrack.
whrch has also been reissued
in a deluxe CD edition with
three bonus tracks and ongi-
nal comic booklet. The album
relates the story better than
the animated version, in whtch
some things get lost in trans-
lataon, but then isn't that
always the case when tt
comes to fables?

- Tavlor Holland


