
Richard Kern is best known 
today as a photographer of borderline-sleazy soft-core porn that can be found in magazines, coffeetable 
books, premium websites and album jackets. He seems fixated by young adult women who enjoy taking 
their clothes off for his camera, exchanging biographical chit-chat with the geezer and posing with everyday 
items in ways only fetishists would find provocative. (Others might consider the poses to be weird, boring or 
lame.) The short movies included in “Richard Kern: Hardcore Collection: Director’s Cut ” represent work 
done in his salad days, 30 to 40 years ago, as a prominent East Village filmmaker, photographer and 
scenester. Rougher and far angrier in tone than Kern’s work today, the films were labeled Cinema of 
Trangression by fellow practitioner Nick Zedd. They were done in collaboration with such underground 
fixtures as Lydia Lunch, Henry Rollins, Lung Leg, David Wojnarowicz, Sonic Youth, Kembra Pfahler and 
various other strippers, drug addicts and starving artists. The generous Blu-ray collection of digitally 
restored, re-mastered and re-cut pieces isn’t at all easy to watch – the 1970-80s offered more opportunities 
for transgressive types – as they include scenes of extreme sexuality, violence and very loud punk music. 
Longtime admirers will consider the collection to be essential viewing. It adds outtakes, the unreleased 
“Destruction” and revealing interviews.
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