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Mouth (2012) is hosted by the
recently deceased former boxer
Bert Randolph Sugar who covers
this nicely done hour of vintage and classic footage of Muhammad Ali from
his early Cassius Clay years to his boxing ring victories, to his religious and
name conversion, to his battle against the U.S. Government over Vietnam,
to his becoming a legend and why. That is a short period of time and you
would think it would come up short, but there are more than enough great
clips here that need to be seen and re-seen, everyone should catch this
disc if they are interested in the man and the time. There are no extras,
but I liked this as it stands despite lack of length.

Saul Landau’s Fidel (1971) is a 95 minutes-long program originally released
on TV, but here it is on DVD in its full length, passed off as an interview
documentary, but the resulting film is not quite that. Though Landau did
go to Cuba and talk to Castro, most of the film is Agit-Prop communist
propaganda footage supplied by the government, so calling it a
documentary is a bit of a stretch. In addition, whether you like Castro or
not, this is slanted to make him look good, as if he never censored or
oppressed anyone, saying he does not in the name of “freeing” his “people
from “imperialist” control on one of the greatest con jobs of the last two

”

centuries.

It still allows some things about him unintentionally to slip, but Castro
knows how to play for the camera. We also see historical footage of the
events that helped him take power, hear about Che Guevara (did he, The
CIA or both have him killed?) and talk about the future that was and also
turned out not to be. The result is an interesting historical document, but
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one that is definitely a propaganda piece as much as anything else. The Power of Three

New $1.99

Extras include a feature length audio commentary track by Landau and Best $1.99
Cuba & Fidel (1974) short film (about 24 minutes) that shows the country
to its advantage, but still plays like propaganda. Shot on 16mm film, this is

an old analog video copy.
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